Lesson 1 – The story
Equipment:
Story and question sheet pen / pencil
Introduction:
We are going to start these lessons by reading a
summary of ‘The Iron man’ by Ted Hughes. If you have
access to the internet you may want to watch:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z878q6f
Activity 1 Read a summary of the story
First read a summary of the story about the Iron Man.
You may want to read this with an adult. Talk about
the things you can remember about the story.
Activity 2 Comprehension questions
Now that you have read the story try to answer the following questions about what you
have read. You may need to read the story summary again to answer the questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What was the Iron Man doing at the start of the story?
What colour was the lorry that was used in the trap?
What did the Iron Man eat?
Where did the space dragon land?
What did the dragon have to do in the challenge?
What did the dragon have to do at the end of the story?

Activity 3
Think about the story. Can you think about how a part of the story made you feel? Were
you sad that he got trapped, or happy that he got presents at the end. You can either talk
to someone in your family about your ideas or write it down below:
…………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Activity 1 – read a summary of the story

The Iron Man arrives seemingly from nowhere. He was
walking and came to the sea which he had never seen
before. He steps forward and falls off a cliff breaking into
lots of pieces. To survive, he feeds on local farm
equipment. When the farm hands discover their
destroyed tractors and diggers, a trap is set consisting of
a covered pit on which a red lorry is set as bait. Hogarth,
a local boy, lures the Iron Man to the trap.
Hogarth, a local boy, lures the Iron Man to the trap. The
plan succeeds, and the Iron Man is buried alive. Hogarth
feels really good that he has been able to trap the Iron
Man but later feels really guilty and wants to help the
Iron Man.
The next spring, the Iron Man digs himself free of the pit.
To keep him out of the way, the boy Hogarth takes charge
and brings the Iron Man to a metal scrap-heap to eat. The
Iron Man promises not to cause further trouble for the
locals, as long as no one troubles him.
Later in the story an enormous space-being, resembling a
dragon, crashes heavily on Australia (which it is large
enough to cover the whole of) and demands that
humanity provide him with food. People can’t kill the
dragon. The iron man challenges the dragon to a test to
see if the dragon can fly and stay in the sun. In return the
Iron Man would stay in a fire to see if he would melt.
The iron man wins and when he asks the dragon why he
came to Earth the dragon reveals that he is a peaceful
"star spirit" who as attracted to Earth because of all the
wars. The Iron Man orders the dragon to sing to the
inhabitants of Earth, flying just behind the sunset, to help
people on Earth be more at peace.
At the end of the story people are
not afraid of the Iron Man and he
is a hero. People send him lots of
presents.

Lesson 2 - The Iron Man adjectives
Equipment:
Pen, paper, worksheets
Introduction:
An adjective is a word that
describes a noun (the name of
a thing or a place). Opposite is
a list of adjectives. For
example: 'It was a terrible
book.' The word 'terrible' is an
adjective. It tells us what the
book (the noun) was like. If
you want to describe a noun in
detail, you can use more than
one adjective. When you have
a list of adjectives like this,
separate them with commas.
Activity 1 – sorting adjectives
Let’s start by sorting some adjectives. Have a look at the worksheet. See if you can sort
the adjectives into the correct boxes. For example ‘afraid’ is a ‘scary’ word. Once you have
sorted your adjectives why not check your answers.
Activity 2 - Finding adjectives
Now read the first part of the Iron Man story. You can either write down adjectives that
you find or highlight the different adjectives that are used in the story.
Activity 3 - Using adjectives in your writing
Can you create your own Iron Man? Can you describe your Iron Man. Try using some of
the adjectives that you have read or used to describe your robot. As an example:
Enormously long arms.

Activity 1 – sorting adjectives

Activity 2 - The Coming of the Iron Man
Here are some parts of the first chapter which describes the coming of the Iron Man:
The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff. How far had he walked? Nobody knows. Where

did he come from? Nobody knows. How was he made? Nobody knows. Taller than a
house, the Iron Man stood at the top of the cliff, on the very brink, in the darkness.
The wind sang through his iron fingers. His great iron head, shaped like a
dustbin but as big as a bedroom, slowly turned to the right, slowly turned to the left.
His iron ears turned, this way, that way. He was hearing the sea. His eyes, like
headlamps, glowed white, then red, then infrared, searching the sea. Never before had
the Iron Man seen the sea.
He swayed in the strong wind that pressed against his back. He swayed forward, on the
brink of the high cliff. And his right foot, his enormous iron right foot, lifted-up, out into
space, and the Iron Man stepped forward, off the cliff, into nothingness.
CRRRAAAASSSSSSH!
Down the cliff the Iron Man came toppling, head over heels.
CRASH!
CRASH!
CRASH!
From rock to rock, snag to snag, tumbling slowly. And as he crashed and crashed and
crashed. His iron legs fell off. His iron arms broke off, and the hands broke off the arms.
His great iron ears fell off and his eyes fell out. His great iron head fell off.
All the separate pieces tumbled, scattered, crashing, bumping, clanging, down
on to the rocky beach far below. A few rocks tumbled with him. Then silence.

Can you write down some of the adjectives that are used in the story?
If you want you can colour the adjectives in on the worksheet.
…………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………

Activity 2 – answers
The Coming of the Iron Man
Here are some parts of the first chapter which describes the coming of the Iron Man:
The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff. How far had he walked? Nobody knows. Where

did he come from? Nobody knows. How was he made? Nobody knows. Taller than a
house, the Iron Man stood at the top of the cliff, on the very brink, in the darkness.
The wind sang through his iron fingers. His great iron head, shaped like a
dustbin but as big as a bedroom, slowly turned to the right, slowly turned to the left.
His iron ears turned, this way, that way. He was hearing the sea. His eyes, like
headlamps, glowed white, then red, then infra-red, searching the sea. Never before had
the Iron Man seen the sea.
He swayed in the strong wind that pressed against his back. He swayed forward, on the
brink of the high cliff. And his right foot, his enormous iron right foot, lifted-up, out into
space, and the Iron Man stepped forward, off the cliff, into nothingness.
CRRRAAAASSSSSSH!
Down the cliff the Iron Man came toppling, head over heels.
CRASH!
CRASH!
CRASH!
From rock to rock, snag to snag, tumbling slowly. And as he crashed and crashed and
crashed. His iron legs fell off. His iron arms broke off, and the hands broke off the arms.
His great iron ears fell off and his eyes fell out. His great iron head fell off.
All the separate pieces tumbled, scattered, crashing, bumping, clanging, down
on to the rocky beach far below. A few rocks tumbled with him. Then silence.

Activity 3 – creating and describing your own robot

Lesson 3 - The Iron Man verbs
Equipment:
Pen, paper, worksheets
Introduction:
A verb is a word used to describe an action, state or occurrence. For example, like the
word 'jumping' in this sentence: The rabbit was jumping in the field. They can also be
used to describe a state of being, that's feeling something. Why not watch a short video
on verbs at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr/articles/zpxhdxs#:~:text=A%20verb%20is
%20a%20word,of%20being%2C%20that's%20feeling%20something.
Here are some common verbs:

Activity 1 – linking verbs
Let’s start by linking verbs to pictures. Have a look at the worksheets. See if you can draw
a line from the right verb to the action.
Activity 2 - Finding verbs
Now can you re-read the first part of the Iron Man story. You can either write down verbs
that you find or highlight the different verbs that are used in the story.
Activity 3 - Using verbs in your writing
Can you create a story of another robot falling apart using verbs? It does not have to be
the story of the Iron Man. It could be something you have seen on TV including in the
Avengers or Iron man stories or Star Wars.

Activity 2 - The Coming of the Iron Man
Here are some parts of the first chapter which uses verbs to describe parts of the story:
The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff. How far had he walked? Nobody knows. Where

did he come from? Nobody knows. How was he made? Nobody knows. Taller than a
house, the Iron Man stood at the top of the cliff, on the very brink, in the darkness.
The wind sang through his iron fingers. His great iron head, shaped like a
dustbin but as big as a bedroom, slowly turned to the right, slowly turned to the left.
His iron ears turned, this way, that way. He was hearing the sea. His eyes, like
headlamps, glowed white, then red, then infrared, searching the sea. Never before had
the Iron Man seen the sea.
He swayed in the strong wind that pressed against his back. He swayed forward, on the
brink of the high cliff. And his right foot, his enormous iron right foot, lifted-up, out into
space, and the Iron Man stepped forward, off the cliff, into nothingness.
CRRRAAAASSSSSSH!
Down the cliff the Iron Man came toppling, head over heels.
CRASH!
CRASH!
CRASH!
From rock to rock, snag to snag, tumbling slowly. And as he crashed and crashed and
crashed. His iron legs fell off. His iron arms broke off, and the hands broke off the arms.
His great iron ears fell off and his eyes fell out. His great iron head fell off.
All the separate pieces tumbled, scattered, crashing, bumping, clanging, down
on to the rocky beach far below. A few rocks tumbled with him. Then silence.

Can you write down some of the verbs that are used in the story?
If you want you can colour the verbs in on the worksheet.
…………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………

Activity 2 – answers
The Coming of the Iron Man
Here are some parts of the first chapter which describes the coming of the Iron Man:
The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff. How far had he walked? Nobody knows. Where

did he come from? Nobody knows. How was he made? Nobody knows. Taller than a
house, the Iron Man stood at the top of the cliff, on the very brink, in the darkness.
The wind sang through his iron fingers. His great iron head, shaped like a
dustbin but as big as a bedroom, slowly turned to the right, slowly turned to the left.
His iron ears turned, this way, that way. He was hearing the sea. His eyes, like
headlamps, glowed white, then red, then infrared, searching the sea. Never before had
the Iron Man seen the sea.
He swayed in the strong wind that pressed against his back. He swayed forward, on the
brink of the high cliff. And his right foot, his enormous iron right foot, lifted up, out into
space, and the Iron Man stepped forward, off the cliff, into nothingness.
CRRRAAAASSSSSSH!
Down the cliff the Iron Man came toppling, head over heels.
CRASH!
CRASH!
CRASH!
From rock to rock, snag to snag, tumbling slowly. And as he crashed and crashed and
crashed. His iron legs fell off. His iron arms broke off, and the hands broke off the arms.
His great iron ears fell off and his eyes fell out. His great iron head fell off.
All the separate pieces tumbled, scattered, crashing, bumping, clanging, down
on to the rocky beach far below. A few rocks tumbled with him. Then silence.

Activity 3 – Have a look at this challenge.
Can you write your own story of a robot falling apart?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Lesson 4 Capital Letters and Full Stop practice
Equipment:
Worksheets, Chapter one from lesson one, pens, paper
Introduction:
When we write sentences, we always use a capital letter at the start. We also use capital
letters for I and for proper nouns (the names of people, places, languages, days of the
week and countries).
At the end of a sentence we put punctuation. This is usually a full stop but can also be a
question mark or exclamation mark, depending on the type of sentence.
You can watch a video and try some activities online at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zv78jhv
Activity 1
Let’s start the lesson by practicing capital letters and full
stops. Have a look at the worksheet. Re-write the sentence
using capital letters and full-stops.

Example:
liv has a dog and a
cat would be
written as Liv has a
dog and a cat.

Activity 2
There are some sentences taken from the Iron Man. However, there are no capital letters
or full stops. Can you re-write the sentences using capital letters and full stops.
Activity 3
At the end of the story the Iron
Man is a hero. Can you write
about what presents you
would give him to say than you
for saving the world?
Remember to use your capital
letters and full stops.

Activity 1

Can you write two sentences of your own using capital letters and full stops?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Answers from activity 1

Activity 2
Have a look at the extract from the first chapter. See if you can write the sentences using
a capital letters and full stops. Try both tasks before looking at the answers
Task 1 – add capitals and full stops into the part of the book you have read
he was hearing the sea his eyes, like headlamps, glowed white, then red, then infrared,
searching the sea never before had the iron man seen the sea
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Task 2 - add capitals and full stops into the part of the book you have read
the wind sang through his iron fingers his great iron head, shaped like a
dustbin but as big as a bedroom, slowly turned to the right, slowly turned to the left
his iron ears turned, this way, that way he was hearing the sea his eyes, like
headlamps, glowed white, then red, then infrared, searching the sea never before had
the iron man seen the sea
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Task 3 – now have a look at the extract from further on in chapter 1. See if you can write
the sentences using a capital letters and full stops.
one of the seagulls flew up - Aaaaaark! he had seen something he glided
low over the sharp rocks he landed and picked something up something shiny,
round and hard it was one of the iron man’s eyes he brought it back to his mate
they both looked at this strange thing and the eye looked at them it rolled from side
to side looking first at one gull, then at the other the gulls, peering at it, thought it
was a strange kind of clam, peeping at them from its shell then the other gull flew up,
wheeled around and landed and picked something up some awkward, heavy thing the
gull flew low and slowly, dragging the heavy thing finally, the gull dropped it beside the
eye this new thing had five legs it moved the gull thought it was a strange kind of crab
they thought they had found a strange crab and a strange clam they did not know they
had found the iron man’s eye and the iron man’s right hand

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Answers from activity 2
Task 1
He was hearing the sea. His eyes, like
headlamps, glowed white, then red, then infrared, searching the sea. Never before had
the Iron Man seen the sea.

Task 2
The wind sang through his iron fingers. His great iron head, shaped like a
dustbin but as big as a bedroom, slowly turned to the right, slowly turned to the left.
His iron ears turned, this way, that way. He was hearing the sea. His eyes, like
headlamps, glowed white, then red, then infrared, searching the sea. Never before had
the Iron Man seen the sea.

Task 3
One of the seagulls flew up - Aaaaaark! He had seen something. He glided
low over the sharp rocks. He landed and picked something up. Something shiny,
round and hard. It was one of the Iron Man’s eyes. He brought it back to his mate.
They both looked at this strange thing. And the eye looked at them. It rolled from side
to side looking first at one gull, then at the other. The gulls, peering at it, thought it
was a strange kind of clam, peeping at them from its shell.
Then the other gull flew up, wheeled around and landed and picked something
up. Some awkward, heavy thing. The gull flew low and slowly, dragging the heavy
thing. Finally, the gull dropped it beside the eye. This new thing had five legs. It
moved. The gull thought it was a strange kind of crab. They thought they had found a
strange crab and a strange clam. They did not know they had found the Iron Man’s
eye and the Iron Man’s right hand.
Activity 3

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Lesson 5 - Dictionary work
Equipment:
Worksheets, pen/ pencil, dictionary
Instructions:
A dictionary uses the letters of a
word to arrange them in the order of
the alphabet. To arrange words in
order you start by using the first letter of the word. As an example, the words banana,
apple and carrot would be rearranged as apple, banana and carrot.
If you have words with the same first letter you then look at the second letter to order
them. As an example, the words dog, dustbin and dart would be re-arranged as dart, dog
and dustbin
Activity 1
Print the worksheets and cut out the words. See if you can stick them in the right order. If
you want you could just write the words out on a piece of paper. Once you have done this
ask someone in your house to write other words down on pieces of paper. Can you put
them in the right order?
Activity 2
Go back to the first chapter you read about the
Iron Man. Were there any words that were used
that you were unsure of? Write these down and
then look them up in a dictionary to find their
meaning. If you are reading a book at home and
you want to use words out of your own book then
you can do.
Activity 3
Have a look at the worksheet. The words on the
worksheet are all used in the book The Iron Man.
Can you use a dictionary to look-up the words? If
you don’t have a dictionary you could use an online
dictionary instead.

Activity 1

Answers: Buzz, Jazz, Liquid, Pocket, Shock, Wicked

Activity 1 continued

Answers: Bath, Cash, Chin, Moth, Quick, Ring

Activity 2
Use a dictionary and fill in the worksheet below.

Possible answers…
Silent – not making or accompanied by sound.
Great- of an extent, amount, or intensity considerably above average.
Rocky – tending to rock or shake; unsteady.

Activity 3
Create your own dictionary. Fill in the dictionary sheet and write your own sentences
using the words you have found.

Activity 3 answers
•

Hole – a hollow place in a solid body or surface.

•

Metal – a solid material which is typically hard, shiny, malleable. Fusible and
ductile.

•

Forefinger – the finger next to the thumb; the first or index finger.

•

Scrap – a small piece or amount of something, especially one that is left over after
the greater part has been used.

•

Peace – freedom from disturbance.

•

Dragon – a mythical monster like a giant reptile.

•

Astronomer – an expert in or a student of astronomy.

•

Petroleum - a liquid mixture of hydrocarbons which is present in suitable rock
strata.

•

Creative – relating to or involving the
use of the imagination.

•

Contest – an event which people
compete for supremacy.

•

Farmer – a person who owns or
manages a farm.

•

Scuttle – a metal container with a
handle.

•

Shattered – very upset or exhausted.

•

Warn – to inform someone in advance.

Lesson 6 – Similes
Equipment:
Pens, paper, worksheets
Introduction:
A simile describes something
by comparing it to something
else, using like or as. A simile is
a useful way to describe
something without using a long
list of adjectives. It can create a
vivid image in the reader’s
mind, helping to engage and
absorb them.
Watch out! Don't confuse similes with metaphors. Metaphors say one thing is another.
Similes always use like or as. More examples
• 'The snake moved like a ripple on a pond.'
• 'It was as slippery as an eel.'
• 'Jess is as graceful as a gazelle.'
Activity 1 Completing Similes
Have a look at the worksheets. In the first worksheet you need to put a circle around the
right simile. On the second worksheet you will need to use words to complete the
sentences. Once you have had a go at the worksheets then check your answers.
Activity 2 Spotting a Simile
Similes and metaphors are different. Now you have been practicing your similes why not
see if you can either write out the similes and metaphors into two lists or simply colour in
the similes you can spot.
Activity 3 – Iron Man similes
In the story of The Iron man when
describing the Iron Man’s eyes, the author
Ted Hughes uses similes. Can you write
five sentences using similes to describe
the Iron Man you created in lesson 1.

Activity 1

Activity 2

Activity 3 – Iron man similes

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Lesson 7 – Persuasive writing
Equipment: Pens, paper, worksheets
Introduction:
In this lesson you are going to do a piece of
persuasive writing. This is writing to persuade
someone of a particular viewpoint.
There are key aspects to persuasive writing. In the
Space pack, we looked at facts and opinions. In this lesson we will look at emotive
language.
Activity 1 – Re-read the opening part of The Iron man
In these lessons you will need to be familiar with the first opening of the book. Re-read or
have a family member read it to you. How did the story make you feel?
Activity 2 – Emotive language
Emotive language is used to create a feeling in the reader. For example (emotive words
used are highlighted in yellow)
After Christmas every year, there are thousands of abandoned puppies left to
wander the streets, scared and alone. Only your support can rescue them.
Have a look at the list of emotive words. Could you write a sentence using emotive
language related to how different characters feel at different parts of the story?
Activity 3 - Repetition
Repeating a word or phrase in a sentence can emphasise a point, or help to make sure it is
fully understood. For example:
Without repetition: 'The soup was stirred until thickened.'
With repetition: 'The soup was stirred and stirred until thickened.'
Repeating the word 'stirred' suggests that a lot of time and effort has gone into making
the soup.

There is a section in the Iron Man book where the author describes the trap set for the
Iron Man. Read the sentence. Can you create a sentence or a piece of writing where you
use repetition?

Activity 2 Emotive words

Activity 2 – emotive language in your writing

Write about how the Iron man may have felt about the angry farmers
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Write about how Hogarth the boy felt when he realised that he had
done something wrong in trapping the Iron Man
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Write about how the Iron Man felt when he challenged and defeated
the star spirit
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Activity 3 - Repetition

Can you write a short description describing the trap for the giant, can you use repetion too?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Lesson 8 Writing what happens next!
Equipment: Worksheet, pen / pencil.
Instructions:
For this lesson you will write the next chapter. Think about what would be the next part
of the Iron Man’s story. Would he go onto create a friend for himself that looked similar
to him? Would he go onto helping other people? Would he try to find his way back to
where he came from?
Use either of the worksheets provided and get creative! Then why not send your finished
writing back into school so it can be read by other pupils in your class.

