
  

 
****Parent notes are at the end of the document 

Warning for parents: The lessons are based on witchcraft and in the non-fiction lessons, there is 
a brief mention of hanging as a punishment (Lesson 1- purple task). You may wish to discuss this 
with your child beforehand or cross it out to avoid any upset. 

 

      
Everyone can do 
Most can do 
Some can do 

        
Lesson 1: Non-Fiction Reading 
 
Introduction: In this lesson, we will be looking back through history to when people 
were punished if they people thought they were a witch 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Read the information below 
From 1484 until around 1750 some 200,000 people (mostly old women) were killed in 
Western Europe because people thought they were witches. People thought they were 
witches for lots of reasons such as: 



                        
                      

                  

              
Do you think that these reasons were fair? Discuss with an adult or write some ideas 
down: 
I think that it wasn’t fair to _______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
because__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________ 
 
But what do witches look like?  
 



Write three adjectives that you would apply to witches. I will give some examples:  

                                                      
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
There are different ideas of what they look like. Witches from books and stories (fiction- 
not true) can look very ugly. But sometimes they don’t: witches in Harry Potter were 
described as being quite similar looking to muggles. 
  
 Let’s move to non-fiction (fact). This isn’t to say that it was a fact they were witches but it 
was a fact that these events happened and these people existed. Back in the medieval 
times, people accused of being witches were normal people with maybe some differences 
in how they looked, but nothing like the horrid characters they are shown as in stories. 
 
Have a read of the extract below: 
 
‘The afflicted girl was fitting and convulsing. When I asked her for the cause of these ills 
she confessed she had seen the Devil and signed his red book. She had promised him she 
would lie and curse and serve him for twenty years. He has appeared to her in the shape of 
a Dog and this dog produced a red document. She signed her name to it and he took it 
away.’ 
 
There are some difficult words in the extract that you might not understand. I have 
underlined them and placed them in a table below. Try matching up the definitions and 
then re-read the extract to understand it better. One has been done for you. 
 

Word Definition 
Afflicted Words spoken in order to make bad things 

happen 
Convulsing To be affected by pain or trouble 
Confessed Movement of the muscles that you can’t 

control 
Curse  Told the truth about doing something 

wrong 
 
 
How is this description of a witch different to what you might have expected? 
_____________________________________________________ 



_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
In Salem, Massachusetts (USA), in the 1600s, there were famous trials where people were 
accused of being witches due to some odd activity in the village. 
 
Below is an extract from National Geographic about the events. Read through. 

                                                  
A. “One freezing day in January of 1692, something strange happened inside the Parris 

household of Salem Village, Massachusetts. As sleet and snow heaped higher outside 
their door, Betty Parris and her cousin Abigail began to twitch and twist their bodies 
into strange shapes, speaking in words that made no sense. Betty’s alarmed father, 
the Reverend Parris, immediately called on a doctor to examine the girls. The 
doctor’s diagnosis? The pair had been bewitched. 

B.  At the time, Salem Village was a small New England town populated mostly by 
Puritans, or religious individuals with a belief in the devil. The Puritan way of life was 
strict, and even small differences in behaviour made people suspicious. Upon hearing 
about the Parris girls’ behaviour, much of the Puritan community agreed that the duo 
had been victims of witchcraft. 

C. When asked who had done this to them, Betty and Abigail blamed three 
townswomen, including Tituba, a Native American slave who worked in the Parris 
household. Tituba was known to have played fortune-telling games, which were 
strictly forbidden by the Puritans. The other two accused women, Sarah Good and 
Sarah Osbourne, weren’t well liked by the community either. 

D. The three women were thrown in jail to await trial for practicing witchcraft. During 
the trial, Tituba confessed to having seen the devil and also stated that there was a 
coven, or group, of witches in the Salem Village area. Good and Osbourne insisted 
they were innocent. The court didn’t believe them, and found all three women guilty 
of practicing witchcraft. The punishment was hanging. 

E. As the weeks passed, other young girls claimed to have been infected by witchcraft 
too. They accused other townspeople of torturing them, and a few of the so-called 
witches on trial even named others as witches. 

F. Women were not the only ones believed to be witches—men and children were 
accused too. By the end of the trials in 1693, 24 people had died, some in jail but 
most by hanging. 

 
 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/states/massachusetts
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/games


1. Look back to any words you did not understand. Read the paragraph again that it’s 
in to see if that helps. 

2. Write a brief summary for each of the paragraphs. One has been done for you: 

                                   
 
 a. A father thinks his family have been bewitched because they are fitting. 
 b. 
 
 c. 
 
 d.  
 
 e.  
 
 f. 

3. Look to paragraph A. What word is used to indicate that the man was worried? 

4. How did the religious beliefs of the town affect what happened? (Paragraph B) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 2: Fiction Reading 
 
Introduction: This lesson, we will be looking at extracts from:  
 

                                      
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
What do you already know about the story? Have you heard of it before? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
 
In the story, Dorothy and her dog Toto are whisked away to a magical land after their 
house was blown towards it in a big storm. When Dorothy leaves the house after it lands, 
she meets the Munchkins. 

                                     
This is what they say to her when she meets them: 
 

                
 
How were the Munchkins feeling? What words help you understand their feelings? 
_______________________________________________________ 



_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________ 
 
 

                           
What did the munchkins think about witches? Hint: Do they mention a witch? Do they 
think they’re all bad if they think Dorothy is one too? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________ 
 
Read the extract below, which is from a little further on in the story. 
 
"Then that accounts for it. In the civilized countries I believe there are no witches 
left; nor wizards, nor sorceresses, nor magicians. But, you see, the Land of Oz has 
never been civilized, for we are cut off from all the rest of the world. Therefore we 
still have witches and wizards amongst us." 
 
"Who are the Wizards?" asked Dorothy. 
 
"Oz himself is the Great Wizard," answered the Witch, sinking her voice to a 
whisper. "He is more powerful than all the rest of us together. He lives in the City 
of Emeralds." 
 
Dorothy was going to ask another question, but just then the Munchkins, who had 
been standing silently by, gave a loud shout and pointed to the corner of the house 
where the Wicked Witch had been lying. 
 
"What is it?" asked the little old woman; and looked, and began to laugh. The feet 
of the dead Witch had disappeared entirely and nothing was left but the silver 
shoes. 
 
"She was so old," explained the Witch of the North, "that she dried up quickly in 
the sun. That is the end of her. But the silver shoes are yours, and you shall have 
them to wear." She reached down and picked up the shoes, and after shaking the 
dust out of them handed them to Dorothy. 
 
"The Witch of the East was proud of those silver shoes," said one of the 
Munchkins; "and there is some charm connected with them; but what it is we never 
knew." 
 



Complete the table on how the portrayal of witches compares in the story to what was 
thought of them in real life, thinking back to the non-fiction in Lesson 1. An example is 
done for you: 
Don’t worry if you have more in one column than another. 
 

Same Different 
They can be dangerous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That some are considered good. 

 
Answer the following questions about the same extract above: 

1. Emeralds are rare and expensive gemstones. What impression does it give if the 
Wizard lives in the ‘City of Emeralds’? 

 
 
 

2. Why might the witch have sunk her ‘voice to a whisper’ when talking about the 
Wizard? 

 
 
 
 

3. Why do you think the story has 2 wicked witches and 2 good ones? How might the 
author be trying to link it to real life? What could they represent? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 3: Transactional Writing- News Articles 
 
Instructions: This lesson and in lesson 7, we will be working on newspaper articles 
relating to the witch trials that you read about in Lesson 1. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 

    
 
Below are some character cards for people involved in the trials. The people existed and 
the information is taken from written accounts at the time. 
 
 Choose and read: 

- 2 cards 
- 5 cards 
- At least 7 cards 

 
 
 

 
Narrator 
It’s a cold winter in 1692, Salem is at war. 
The villagers rely on the church for safety 
and security as they fully believe the Devil 
is on earth.  The church is run by the 
Minister Samuel Parris, he fears there is 
some strange activity going on… 
 
 
 
 
 

William Griggs 
I am the doctor for Salem. I was called by 
Samuel Parris to treat his daughter and 
her cousin. I could not find anything 
wrong with them, so there must be only 
one answer: I diagnosed them as being 
touched by the Evil Hand- they have been 
affected by witchcraft. 
Someone must pay for this crime. 



Rev. Samuel Parris 
My daughter has been practicing 
‘demonic’ activity. I have bought in the 
local doctor William Griggs to try and heal 
her but he found no physical illness- you’ll 
have to ask him what you thought about 
it. My daughter and her cousin are the 
first in the village to act like this… 

Elizabeth Parris 
I became strangely ill. I started to have fits 
and convulsions where I blacked out and 
couldn’t control my body. 
I started shouting gibberish. 
Despite my father’s praying I was not 
healing at all so he consulted William 
Griggs. 
I won’t tell you why this happened, as I am 
the minister’s daughter, but my cousin 
Abigail might… 

Abigail Williams 
My cousin is the daughter of the local 
minister, her name is Elizabeth Parris. She 
will tell you what happened to us. 
Although I hate to think about what 
happened, I think I know why. 
We had been fortune telling using leaves 
and cards, Elizabeth’s father said it was a 
“demonic practice” as he is very strict. 
Now the town is trying to find people to 
blame, people that could have hurt us 
with their wickedness. We have blamed 
the house slave. Who cares about her? 

Tituba 
I am the slave of Minister Parris and his 
family. I was first accused of practicing 
witchcraft in 1692 after Miss Parris and 
Miss Williams became ill and accused me. 
I have confessed to the crime of witchcraft 
and also told the authorities about the 
women who were practicing with me.  I 
was taught about keeping away evil spirits 
when I was a child in Barbados. I wish I 
had not helped Elizabeth Parris with her 
fortune telling and voodoo now. She just 
wanted help as her father was beating 
her. I am sent to jail for witchcraft. 

Farmer Woodward 
I am a farmer just outside the village of 
Salem. I farm rye. it’s extremely popular 
and makes up a large portion of the meals 
that the people eat. My crop this year has 
been infested with rot, that causes an 
illness which means you break out in fits 
and a fever. I can’t throw it away though 
or I won’t make any money. I’m sure 
everyone who eats it will be fine… 

Nehemiah Abbott, Jr. 
I have been accused of witchcraft by the 
young girl Ann Putman. Putman pointed 
me out in a crowd and said I had hurt her. 
I have had to stand trial even though I 
didn’t do anything. I said to the court that 
I can’t confess for something I didn’t do 
and they said to me that I must confess or 
I will go to hell. 
Minister Parris heard my plea and let me 
go. Why are they trying to convict 
innocent people? 
 

Ann Putman 
I am a teenager and live in the village of 
Salem. I am so jealous of my friends and 
the fact that the whole town is focused on 
them and trying everything they can to 
help them. My parents don’t get on well 
with the Parris family. It’s time people 
helped our family too. It just so happens I 
have been affected too… 

Rebecca Nurse 
I am 71 years old and face trial for 
inflicting pain and witchcraft on Ann 
Putman, her mother and Abigail Williams. 
Ann screamed to the church that I had 
hurt her. The court was convinced I was a 
witch and had taken orders from the 
Devil. I tried to tell them I was not 
listening to the Devil and that my only 



 problem is that I am now very old. The 
jury found me innocent, however cries 
and wails from Ann Putman and her 
friends made them change their minds. 
I was convicted and hanged on 19th July 
1692. 
 

Giles Corey 
This awful ‘craze’ has reached me and my 
wife. We have both been accused of 
witchcraft. The whole thing is a joke. I 
have decided to not say to the court 
whether I am guilty or innocent as I don’t 
want to play this stupid game. I was 
accused by Mercy Lewis. 
My punishment for this was death. I was 
executed by being crushed under 2 heavy 
rocks. The court tried to get me to confess 
under the rocks but I refused so died after 
2 days. 

Mercy Lewis 
Giles Corey appeared to me and urged me 
to write in his Devil Book. He continued to 
hurt me by beating me and almost 
breaking my back. 
I believe Giles Corey to be an awful wizard 
and he should be in prison as he has 
tortured me. 
Abigail Williams said she would help me to 
convict Corey by speaking at his trial too, 
telling the court that she also thought he 
was in line with the Devil. 
 

 
Write down 2 things you have learnt from reading the cards: 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
Match the words below from the text to the correct definitions. One has been done for 
you: 
 

Word Definition 
Punishment When you have done nothing wrong 
Innocent Having to do or not do something because you 

have done something wrong. 
Wails When you are found guilty in a court. 

 
Convicted High pitched cry of pain or hurt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A feature of news articles is quotes from people (their actual spoken words). For when 
you go on to write a news article in lesson 6, choose some quotes from the cards that you 
think would be effective. 
An example has been done for you: 
Hint: be careful about using the information about how people died. Would they be able 
to tell you? Remember news is non-fiction and is meant to be fact. 
Person Quote 
Giles Corey 
 
 

“We have both been accused of 
witchcraft” 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 4: Descriptive Writing 
 
Equipment:  

• Pen or Pencil 
• Writing paper 

 
Instructions: 
Today you will be looking at similes, metaphors and personification. Here are some 
reminders of them and examples. 

               

             



 
 

                       
 
 
Writers use these kinds of techniques to make their writing more interesting.  
 
Have a go at coming up with some similes for a witch. There are some started for you, 
then see if you can come up with your own. 
 

1. Her nose was as _______________________________________ 
2. The wart on the end of her nose was _______________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
3. She cackled like________________________________________ 
4. Her breath smelt like ___________________________________ 

 
Imagine you are standing in the picture below. Think about the 5 senses and then write a 
description of what it’s like to be there. 
Hint: The 5 sense are smell, hear, taste, sound and feel. 
 
 
 



Write a detailed description of the picture below, as if you are there. Include similes, 
metaphors, personification and the 5 senses to make the reader feel as if they are 
experiencing it. 
 

                          
Stretch: Read what you have written to someone. Do you notice any parts that could be 
even better? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lesson 5: Non-Fiction Writing: Exploring Differences 

 
Instructions: This lesson will be about what people think about witches & how they are 
portrayed. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 

 
This is a part of a text from 1882: 
                    

 
1882, was over 130 years ago, so life would have been very different. 
 
Let’s look at the phrase ‘keeps hold of’. Discuss with an adult what this might mean and 
see if you can come up with any examples of where we ‘keep hold’ of something. What 
are we feeling when we ‘keep hold’? What do we want to happen? 
Draw some images associated with ‘keeping hold’: 
 
 
If witchcraft is being described as ‘keeping hold’ of people, circle the best description of 
what this could mean: 
 

1. It means people can’t escape from it. 
2. It means that people enjoy it. 
3. It means that witchcraft happened in Leicester 

 
Stretch: What language technique is used when witchcraft is described as taking hold? 
 



The quote also refers to peasants. Circle the correct meaning for that word: 
 

1. It means men 
2. A poorer person, lower down in society 
3. Someone who likes birds 

 
So in summary, the quote about witchcraft, gives us some information about the person 
who wrote it: it tells us their opinion about witchcraft at that time. 
 
What do you think the person thought of witchcraft?  
Hints: Was it good or bad? Was it limited to just some people? Was it related to how rich 
people were? 

 
Below are two extracts about witch craft. Read them, underlining unfamiliar words as you 
along. 
  
Extract 1: Taken from Lancashire Folklore, 1882, John Harland and T.T. Wilkinson. 
 
“When we see a fire on the top of a hill, we are sometimes assured that the flame is a 
witch-fire, and that the witches may be seen dancing round it at midnight. It is firmly 
believed that no witch, nor even any very ill-disposed person, can step over anything in 
the shape of a cross. Hence persons are advised to lay a broom across the doorway when 
any suspected person is coming in. If their suspicions are well grounded, the witch will 
make some excuse and pass along the road.” 
 
Extract 2: Taken from The Guardian, January 13th, 2007 
“Mrs Martin knew her grandmother, Helen Duncan, as a comforting woman she could 
trust, the granny with a special gift: talking to spirits. But this was April 1944, at the height 
of the war with Germany. Mrs Duncan had just been branded by an Old Bailey jury as a 
witch and spy guilty of revealing wartime secrets.” 
 

1. Briefly summarise the 2 extracts and what they’re about. 
 
 
 
 

2. Do you notice any difference in the type of language used in the 2 extracts? 
 
 
 

3. How do the two extracts portray different activities undertaken by witches? 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 6: Fiction Reading 
 
Introduction: This lesson, we will be looking at extracts from ‘The Wizards of Once’ 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Here is what is written on the back of the book. Information on the back of a book is 
called a ‘blurb’: 

 



What questions do you have after reading this? E.g. Do Xar and Wish know each other? 
___________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
What words are used in the blurb to make it sound exciting? List them below: 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
This image is from the start of the book: 

      
Discuss with an adult your thoughts about the pictures. Did you expect the characters to 
look like this? 
 
The image below is from the start of the book. Why do you think the page is so dark? 
_______________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
Have a go at reading the page. 
 



                         
 

            
What words are there that are associated with worrying or dark things? See how many 
you can find. List them below using commas to separate each 
one:_____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 



                               
This is the opening page to the book. What links can you make with the title? 
 
Read the extract below: 
 
“First the Warriors fought the Witches, and drove them into extinction in a long and 
terrible battle. Nobody cried for the Witches, for Witches were Bad Magic, the worst sort 
of Magic, the kind of Magic that tore wings from larks and killed for fun and could end the 
world and everyone in it.” 
 
How does the writer use language to show thoughts about the Witches? Use quotes to 
support your answer 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________ 
 
Explain what you think is meant by ‘the kind of Magic that tore wings from larks’? Hint: 
Larks are birds which are known for their singing 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_______________________ 



Lesson 7: News Articles 
 
Instructions: You will be using the information from Lesson 3 to write elements of a news 
article. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 

 
Here are some examples: 

                                
 



                              
 

                     
 
Think back to think information about the witch trials. Can you come up with some 
examples of headlines? There are some examples done for you. When you have listed 
them, choose your favourite. 

- Which witch is which? 
- Witch trials begin 
- Evil is among us 
-   
-   
-   



-   
-   

 
A news article then goes on to introduce what it will be about. Here is an example about 
this year’s Video Music Awards (VMAs) from the ‘I’ newspaper: 

Lady Gaga dominated an MTV Video Music Awards unlike 
any other, claiming five wins on a night overshadowed by 
the coronavirus pandemic and social unrest in the US. 

Here is another from the same paper about a girl in Taiwan who got caught up in a 
kite: 

A three-year-old girl in Taiwan has been tangled up in the 
strings of a kite, and catapulted high into the air by 
several metres, in front of a crowd of shocked onlookers. 

You can see that they give a brief overview of the events. Have a go at writing an 
opening paragraph for the witch trials you learnt about in Lessons 1 and 3. 
Remember it doesn’t need to tell the whole story, just a brief summary. 

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Move on from the opening paragraph and have a go at writing a full article about 
the trials. There is a guide below to help you with what to include. Remember to 
use the quotes you picked out from Lesson 3. 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 8 
 
Instructions: Time To Get Creative! 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
You’ve worked so hard over the last 2 weeks on your English work, it’s time you had the 
chance to just be creative and have some fun with your imagination. 
 
With the theme of ‘Witches, Wizards and Magic’ take some time to plan, write and 
improve one (or more if you want) of the following: 
 A poem 
 A diary entry 
 A ‘5 senses’ description of witch or wizard’s mansion 

 
When you have finished, read what you have written to an adult and add any 
improvements you can think of. If you want to, re-write in your best writing and add some 
pictures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notes for Parents 
Lesson 1: Discussion around why students think the treatment of the women wasn’t fair. 
Encourage reasons why. 
 
Adjectives (describing words) for how they imagine witches. Try to get them to think 
about how this is different to the trials. 
 

Word Definition 
Afflicted Words spoken in order to make bad things 

happen 
Convulsing To be affected by pain or trouble 
Confessed Movement of the muscles that you can’t 

control 
Curse  Told the truth about doing something 

wrong 
 
Encourage the re-reading of the extract now they know these definitions. 
 
How does this differ to their initial thoughts about witches or how they’re portrayed in 
fiction (stories) 
 
 Re-reading can support understanding of unknown words. Encourage the student 

to ‘read around’ the words- can they guess any unknown meanings when they 
read the whole sentence? What would fit and make sense? 

 Summary examples for paragraphs: 
b. The people who lived in Salem were puritans who led strict lives. 
c. The girls blamed some ladies who weren’t popular 
d. Although not all women admitted to witchcraft, they were all found 
guilty and hanged. 
e. More girls claimed to be affected and more people were trialled for 
witchcraft. 
f. Men were also accused and in all 24 people died during the trials. 

 
Lesson 2: They may have seen the film, or pictures etc. 
 
The fact they are ‘grateful’ and feel they have been ‘set free’ shows how relieved they 
are. 
 
They call Dorothy a ‘noble sorceress’ so they don’t think they are all bad. They specifically 
refer to the other witch as being ‘wicked’- explore meaning of ‘wicked. 
 
Some examples:  
 
 



Same Different 
They can be dangerous. 
 
People can be scared of them. 
 
People are happy when they die. 
 

That some are considered good. 
 
There were only 4. 
 
They are old and wrinkly. 

 
 Example answers: It gives the impression he is important, precious and people 

look up to him. He is like their version of royalty. 
 This shows how much respect she has for him and how in awe she is of his powers. 

It could also mean that she didn’t want anyone else to hear. 
 The author could mean that whilst there might be evil in the world, there is also as 

much good. It could mean that evil and good can be found in all directions. 
Lesson 3: 
Make sure they are two correct facts from the cards. 
 

Word Definition 
Punishment When you have done nothing wrong 
Innocent Having to do or not do something because you 

have done something wrong. 
Wails When you are found guilty in a court. 

 
Convicted High pitched cry of pain or hurt. 

 
Check quotes are next to the correct people. Have they picked the quotes with the most 
impact? Make sure they haven’t used quotes from after people have died as they will be 
used in a newspaper article later. 
 
Lesson 4: 
Ensure that comparisons are made with things that are similar or used to exaggerate i.e. 
Her breath smelt like a rubbish bin’ or ‘Her nose was as long as her arm. 
 
Description of image using 5 senses. Encourage use of similes/metaphors too if possible. 
 
Example: As I walk through the damp, dark and crowded trees, I can smell the dirt as it 
crunches under my shoes. My nose begins to tickle at the scent of the fresh rain…….. 
 
Extension of blue task but using more descriptive writing for effect. Encourage the 
improvement of their writing as they go. 
 
Example: Suddenly, as I catch the sun dancing through the spindling and sprawling 
branches, I can sense I’m not alone. I never was. The breath of whoever is following makes 
my hairs stand to attention, soldiers ready to fight. 
 
 



Lesson 5: 
Discussion about ‘keeping hold’. Talk about and visualise examples. The author is trying to 
say that witchcraft has a grip on people and they can’t escape. 
 
 It means people can’t escape from it.  

 
It’s personification. This is when something not human is given human like qualities and 
witchcraft can’t literally ‘take hold’- it makes it seem like it has hands. 
 
 A poorer person, lower down in society 

 
If the person thinks that witchcraft takes hold then he doesn’t think it’s a good thing, 
because people can’t escape from it and they might want to. The fact he refers to 
peasants also means that he thinks that it’s only affecting the poorer people and people 
in the higher classes aren’t part of it. 
 
 
 
Example answers 

1. Extract one gives some ideas of activities that were thought to be undertaken by 
witches. 
Extract two is about someone’s granny who was accused of being a witch and 
using it to be a spy. 

2. Discuss the different words and sentence lengths. Which is easier to understand? 
One makes witches seem very suspicious with it’s language while the other makes 
them seem like normal, everyday people. 

3. Extract one gives details of things to look out for that witches might be doing, such 
as dancing around fires or unable to walk over anything in a cross shape, while the 
other suggests that witches are more undercover and covert, whilst performing 
normal everyday roles such as someone’s grandmother. 

Lesson 6 
Lesson 7: 
Use headline examples. Try to make sure the headline is short and to the point. 
Make sure the opening paragraph includes a brief summary of the trials, saving greater 
detail for the whole article. E.g. The town of Salem has recently been home to the trials of 
over 100 people suspected of witchcraft, after 2 were accused of causing family members 
of Reverend Parris to behave very strangely. 
Use the guidelines to extend the writing into a full article. Try to get them to include 
quotes of witnesses too. 
 
 

 


