
 
Warning for parents:  
Some of the lessons are based on animal cruelty and there may be some information used 
that students may find distressing. You may wish to discuss this with your child 
beforehand. 

 
Everyone can do 

Most can do 
Some can do 

 

Lesson 1: Non-fiction reading & writing: Animal Testing 
 

 
 

Introduction:  
In this lesson, we will be looking at an information from a leaflet on animal testing. 

 
Equipment:  

• Pencil 

• Paper for writing a letter 
 
Instructions: 
Read the information below (ask an adult to help if required) 

 
Every year, tens of thousands of animals suffer and die in experiments to test the safety 
of new agricultural and industrial chemicals, household products and even food additives. 
Animals are routinely used in experiments to test the safety of a wide range of products 
such as pesticide, toilet cleaner, washing-up liquid and food flavouring, as well as the 
chemical ingredients of these products. The animals may be force-fed these substances, 
or have them rubbed into their skin or dripped into their eyes, or they may be made to 
inhale the fumes. The animals are studied to see how their bodies react. The purpose of 



these tests is to find out if the substances are safe for people to use and also to see if they 
will harm the environment. 

 
Write or discuss with an adult how these words & phrases made you feel: 

 

Suffer  
 
 
 

Force-fed  
 
 
 

‘Rubbed into their skin’  
 
 
 

 
Do you think that this is fair for the animals? Discuss with an adult or write some ideas 
down: 
I think that it isn’t fair to _________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

because__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The argument for whether we should be testing on animals has long been discussed. The 
main reasons are: 

 
In favour of animal experiments: 
Experimenting on animals is acceptable if (and only if):  

 



 
Another reason 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Against animal experiments: 
Experimenting on animals is always unacceptable because: 

 

 

 
Another reason 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Can you add a reason for and a reason against animal testing in the table above? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read the passage below 
 
Cruelty to Animals in Laboratories 
Imagine living inside a locked closet without any control over any aspect of your life. You 
can’t choose when and what you eat, how you will spend your time, whether or not you 
will have a partner and children, or who that partner will be. You can’t even decide when 
the lights go on and off. 
Think about spending your entire life like this, a prisoner, even though you have 
committed no crime. This is life for an animal in a laboratory. It is deprivation, isolation, 
and misery. 
On top of the deprivation, there are the experiments. U.S. law allows animals to be 
burned, shocked, poisoned, isolated, starved, drowned, addicted to drugs, and brain-
damaged. No experiment, no matter how painful or trivial, is prohibited – and pain-killers 
are not required.  Even when alternatives to the use of animals are available, the law does 
not require that they be used—and often they aren’t. 

 
Imagine you are an animal in a laboratory. 
Can you write a paragraph on how you feel about being kept in the laboratory? How are 
they treating you? Are you sad, are you happy?  
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Household Cleaning products 
The five main producers of household cleaning products are Proctor & Gamble, Lever 
Brothers, S.C. Johnson, Reckitt & Colman and Colgate-Palmolive. To keep ahead of their 
competitors, these companies continually develop ‘new’ and ‘improved’ versions of 
products, such as washing-up liquid, laundry conditioner, floor cleaner or air freshener. 
More new products mean more animal testing. 
 



Write a letter to one of the above companies to express why you think/ don’t think 
testing on animals is right. You could add in any suggestions for alternative ways to test 
their products. 
 

Lesson 2: Fiction reading: Animal Farm 

                                                      
Introduction:  
In this lesson we will look at a passage from ‘Animal Farm’ 
by George Orwell. 
 
Equipment:  

• Paper  

• Pencil 
 

Instructions: 
In the book ‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell we are 
introduced to a group of animals who live on a farm and 
take over the running of it from the farmer- human free. 
 
Before you read, what do you predict might happen on a 
farm with no humans, where the animals run the place? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
At the beginning of the first chapter Major, a white pig, makes a speech to the other 
animals on the farm.  

 
Read the extract below from Major’s speech. As an adult for help if required. 

                                                                      
"Now, comrades, what is the nature of this life of ours? Let us face it: our lives are 
miserable, laborious, and short. We are born, we are given just so much food as will keep 
the breath in our bodies, and those of us who are capable of it are forced to work to the 
last atom of our strength; and the very instant that our usefulness has come to an end we 
are slaughtered with hideous cruelty. No animal in England knows the meaning of 
happiness or leisure after he is a year old. No animal in England is free. The life of an 
animal is misery and slavery: that is the plain truth. 

 



Do you think the animals are happy? Have a look at the highlighted parts to give you some 
clues. 
 
Why? 
 
Can you find a sentence that supports your answer? 
 
Who does Major say are their enemies? 
 
Why does he say that?  
 
Do you think that the animals would survive if the farmer was not there to look after 
them? 
 
Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Chapter 2 the animals decide to make their own rules to live by/ commandments. They 
are written down by two of the pigs. 

                         
     
 
 



                                     

                                    
 
Why do you think the animals made seven commandments? 
Do the animals want to be the same as humans or better than humans? Give reasons for 
your answer. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Using the seven commandments as an example, write a set of new rules for school. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
If I was in charge I would name the school: 
 

 
I would give it this name because: 
 
 

 
I have thought of five rules.  They are: 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 

 
If students break the rules, there are consequences.  These are: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lesson 3: Non-fiction: 
Animal Testing. 

 
Instructions:  
In this lesson we will look at 
newspaper articles on Animal testing. 
 
Equipment:  

• Paper 

• Pencil  
 

Instructions: 
Read the headline below and then decide which of the following words should go in the 
blank space: 
 
 

‘Animal testing is a ____________________’ 
 
 



 
Now repeat the exercise with the following words and the next headline: 
 
 

                                      
‘Scientists ___________ their support for animal tests’ 
 
Why have you chosen the two words you have? Do they say more or less than other 
choices? 
 

Read the statements about people and animals below. How far do you agree or 
disagree with each one? 
Circle your answers, where 1 is strongly disagree and 4 is strongly agree. 
 

1. People are more important than animals. 1   2   3   4 

2. Newspaper articles are more powerful than films 1   2   3   4 

3. Some animal experiments are acceptable. 1   2   3   4 

4. Many animals feel fear and distress just like people 1   2   3   4 

5. People are more important than animals 1   2   3   4 

because they are more intelligent. 1   2   3   4 

6. Nobody can make me change my mind once it’s made up. 1   2   3   4 



7. All animals have certain rights such as the right to life and 
freedom from cruelty. 

1   2   3   4 

8. Films are much better than printed media at telling it like it is. 1   2   3   4 

9. I don’t agree with any animal experiments. 1   2   3   4 

10. I’m always prepared to listen to both sides of an argument 
before making my mind up. 

1   2   3   4 

 
 
The Power of the Press - Read the following two articles: 

 
Article 1 claims that animal experiments are wrong 
 
Animal testing is a disaster 
The problem is not a new one, in fact it is blindingly obvious - animals are not the same as 
humans, so drugs that affect them in one way may well affect us differently. 
Now this is usually presented as a solvable problem by researchers. We can get an idea of 
the mechanism from animals and then fine-tune with humans, they say, but it doesn't 
work like that. Species, even those that seem closely related, may function quite 
differently at a molecular level, and there is no way of predicting what the differences will 
be. 
Rats and mice, for instance, look pretty alike to us, but when it comes to something as 
basic as whether a chemical causes cancer or not, the results may be totally 
contradictory. Out of 392 chemicals tested for carcinogenic effects at the American 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, 96 were positive in the rat and 
negative in the mouse or vice versa. So which of those are harmful to humans? The 
institute can't say. 
For 30 years they fed high doses of a range of new chemicals to animals to discover if they 
caused cancer or other damage. The results are recorded in blue books that take up 10 
feet of shelving in the institute. But ask how many of the substances might produce 
tumours in humans at normal levels and no one knows. So what about the ones that 
didn't harm rodents, how many of them might harm humans? They don't know that 
either. 
The lack of predictable differences between animal and human reactions is something 
that has bedevilled Aids research. Aids is a high-profile disease with a lot of research 
money available, so it surely makes sense to ignore ethical objections and use 
chimpanzees. It is surely precisely because their genome is identical to ours, give or take a 
few percentage points, that they should yield more accurate results than rodents. 
Well, no, actually. Out of approximately 100 chimps infected with HIV over a 10-year 
period only two have become sick. Chimp vaccine trials have proved unreliable too 
because they don't show the antibody or cell-mediated response to HIV that humans do. 
Animal experimentation has played only a small role in developing drug treatments to the 
greatest plague of our time. 
And the list could go on. There are drugs that have been held back because they caused 
dangerous reaction in animals, such as beta blockers and Valium, but then turned out to 
be safe for humans. Legislation to halt the use of asbestos was held up for years because 
it didn't cause cancer in animals, while the carcinogen benzene continued to be used long 
after clinicians were worried because it didn't cause leukaemia in mice. 



All these examples, and many more, have been written up in the specialist journals but 
until last year they had been scattered. Then a man called Ray Greek, an American 
medical doctor who specialised in the highly technical field of anaesthesia collected them 
in a book called Sacred Cows and Golden Geese. He gave a talk in London about it last 
night. So was this scientific, rational contribution to the debate about animal experiments 
warmly welcomed, so medical research could be improved? Supporters of animal 
experiments are always calling for more public discussion and education. 
Of course not. It was ignored. 
 
Article 2 reports scientists’ support of animal testing 
 
Scientists declare their support for animal tests 
Animal experimentation enables medical breakthroughs and saves lives, says declaration 
by 500 eminent researchers 
David Adam, science correspondent     Thu 25 Aug 2005   
The scientists have signed a declaration reaffirming that animals are required in order to 
achieve advances in medical research that enable "people throughout the world to enjoy 
a better quality of life". 
The Research Defence Society, which drew up the new statement, says it is not related to 
Wednesday's announcement that a family-run guinea pig breeding farm was to close 
following intimidation by animal rights extremists. 
News of the decision to close Darley Oaks Farm in Newchurch, Staffordshire prompted 
scientists to warn that further incidents could make Britain a place where it is impossible 
to carry out clinically relevant research. 
The Hall family, who ran the guinea pig farm, which supplied animals for medical 
research, had been subjected to a six-year hate campaign by extremists, including the 
desecration of the grave of 82-year-old Gladys Hammond, the mother-in-law of co-owner 
Christopher Hall. 
Launching the new declaration, RDS executive director Simon Festing said: "We are 
delighted to have gathered over 500 signatures from top UK academic scientists and 
doctors in less than one month. It shows the strength and depth of support for humane 
animal research in this country." 
The new move echoes a similar declaration in 1990, which went on to gather more than 
1,000 signatures. 
Groups opposed to vivisection criticised the new statement, saying it showed no progress 
had been made towards replacing animals in scientific research in 15 years. 
Signed by three Nobel prize winners and 190 fellows of the Royal Society, the new 
declaration states that a "small, but vital" part of medical research involves animals. It 
says researchers should gain the medical and scientific benefits that animal experiments 
can provide, while pointing out that they should make every effort to safeguard animal 
welfare and minimise suffering. 
Wherever possible, the statement continues, animal experiments must be replaced by 
methods that do not use them, and the number of animals in research must be reduced. 
It adds: "We wish to see an open and responsible debate about the use of animals. This 
can be difficult in the face of animal rights extremism. We encourage institutions to 
provide clear information." 



Nancy Rothwell, vice president for research at the University of Manchester and chairman 
of RDS, said: "It is vitally important that the research community sends the message that 
animal research is crucial for medical progress, that it is conducted humanely, and that 
we work within strict regulations." 
Colin Blakemore, chief executive of the Medical Research Council and a target of animal 
rights extremists, said: "I was involved in the original declaration 15 years ago. 
"It is as important now as it was then to show that scientists and doctors are fully aware 
of the importance of animal research to science and medicine. Of course, animals must be 
cared for properly and never used unless absolutely necessary. This is how we do 
research and it would be illegal to do it any other way." 
Adolfo Sansolini, chief executive of the British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection, said: 
"We are concerned that in 15 years doctors and scientists still appear committed to the 
unethical and potentially dangerous use of animals for medical research. We did have 
high hopes with the Freedom of Information Act coming into force in January that animal 
experimentation would finally become more open, but this was not to be the case. All the 
public gets to see are short summaries of licences written by the scientists themselves." 
 
The following sentences are all taken from the two newspaper articles. 
Choose which article you think each line came from and place a tick in the relevant box: 
 

The newspaper sentence Article 1 Article 2 

What do you feel is more important – the life of your 
child or the life of a few rats? 

  

The new move echoes a similar declaration in 1990, 
which went on to gather more than 1,000 
signatures. 

  

researchers should gain the medical and scientific 
benefits that animal experiments can provide, while 
pointing out that they should make every effort to 
safeguard animal welfare and minimise suffering. 

  

... it has caused injury and death to thousands and 
that time  and again it has led both researchers and 
legislators into a blind alley. 

  

There are drugs that have been held back because 
they 
caused dangerous reaction in animals... 

  

‘We wish to see an open and responsible debate 
about the use of animals.’ 

  

‘It is vitally important that the research community 
sends the message that animal research is crucial for 
medical progress.’ 

  

So was this scientific, rational contribution to the 
debate about animal experiments warmly 
welcomed, so medical research could be improved? 

  

 



This article is from the Guardian newspaper. Imagine you have to give similar views to 
those expressed in the report but in a 100 word article for your school bulletin. Use the 
following steps to success: 
 
1. Start by writing the main point that you wish to convey (get across). 
2. Now list three reasons why animal experimentation is wrong. 
3. Decide on a headline which will appeal to your audience. 
4. Write down an attention-grabbing opening sentence. 
5. Use your three reasons to write three short paragraphs. 
6. Look again at your main point and use it to write the conclusion to your article. 

 

Lesson 4 Non-Fiction: Troublesome Wildlife 
 
Instructions:  
In this lesson we will look at wildlife animals as pests. 

 
Equipment:  

• Pencil 

• Paper 
 

Instructions: 
Look at the table below: they are all names of animals. Decide which animal you think 
sounds the most appealing and which the least appealing and write them against number 
1 and number 10 below. 

 
Grey squirrel Mole 

Ruddy duck Gull 

Pigeon Badger 

Mink Seal 

Canadian goose Hedgehog 

 
When an animal species does not fit in with the way that humans view and control the 
world, we call it a ‘pest’. We take for granted our right to kill such creatures. 
Some say we should be more tolerant of wildlife, otherwise we will destroy nature. 
Sometimes however, a ‘pest’ problem is our fault. We meddle with nature by introducing 
species that are not from this country and this creates difficulties. Or animals are 
sometimes blamed for causing diseases that have resulted from human activity. 

 
Choose and read: 

- 2 cards  

- 5 cards 

- At least 7 cards 

-  

 
 



 

Grey squirrel 
Grey squirrels were introduced from the 
US at the end of the 19th century. 
Many foresters regard them as pests, 
claiming that they cause a lot of damage 
to trees. In many forest areas, grey 
squirrels are trapped or shot. Greys are 
blamed for the decline in numbers of the 
native red squirrel.  

Pigeon 
These are accused by some people of 
spreading disease and damaging buildings 
with their droppings. They are frequently 
shot or trapped by pest control 
companies, though some would say there 
isn’t enough proof that this works. 

Ruddy duck 
Ruddy ducks were introduced to a UK bird 
reserve from North America in the 1940s. 
Some escaped and quickly established 
themselves in the wild.  
The UK Government is proposing to kill 
the entire UK population of Ruddy ducks. 
 

Mink 
The American mink was introduced to this 
country from North America in1929, to be 
bred for fur. Many farmers then went out 
of business in the 1950s and released the 
animals into the wild – 
where their numbers multiplied. Mink are 
now commonly found living on riverbanks. 
It is claimed that they are a threat to 
native species such as water voles and 
ground-nesting birds.  

Canadian goose 
Canada geese were first introduced from 
North America in 1665, so that King 
Charles II could shoot them for sport. In 
recent years their numbers are said to 
have increased 
dramatically. In urban areas Canadian 
geese 
are accused of messing on paths and 
trampling the grass on lawns. In rural 
areas farmers shoot them. 
 

Badger 
Badgers are mammals that come out at 
night who are native to the UK. Dairy 
farmers blame badgers for spreading 
bovine tuberculosis (TB) amongst dairy 
cattle. Over the last 25 years governments 
have gassed or shot more than 30,000 but 
there is evidence that TB is in fact spread 
from cow to cow. 

Gull 
Seagulls are a familiar feature at the 
seaside. 
The most common species is 
the herring gull. They are accused of 
making too much noise when they nest on 
people’s roofs, ripping bin bags open, 
spilling rubbish and divebombing people.  

Mole 
Moles are native to the UK. They live 
wherever soil is deep 
enough for them to make tunnels. They 
are harmless creatures who help to keep 
plant-eating animals but some gardeners 
still get angry if a molehill appears on their 
pampered lawns. Farmers and gardeners 
frequently use traps or poison to get rid of 
them. 



Hedgehog 
Hedgehogs are native to the UK. Their 
population has grown rapidly. They are 
now blamed for the decline in sea bird 
populations on the islands because of 
their habit of eating the eggs. As a result, 
Scottish Natural Heritage are trying to get 
rid of the hedgehog by catching and 
gassing them.  
 

Seal 
Half of the world’s population of grey 
seals are found on and around British 
coasts. They are intelligent, playful 
animals. Seals are shot by fishermen 
because they say they eat fish (such as 
cod) and damage nets. Some blame the 
seals for the decline in fish stocks.  

 
Write down 2 pieces of information you have learnt from reading the cards: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Can you give reasons for why 2 of the animals are thought to be pests? 
 

Animal 1 Animal 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Read the passage below and answer the following questions. 
 

There is a UK island not far from the British mainland, well-known for its extensive and 
rare wild bird population, with a ‘small’ problem: Years ago Percy McCabe, a proud 
and very successful gardener, discovered that slugs were eating a lot of the prize-
winning vegetables and flowers in his garden. In order to eradicate the slugs, he 
brought over two hedgehogs from England: one male and one female. Hedgehogs like 
to eat slugs, other insects and ‘pests’, worms, birds’ eggs and dog food. 
 



In the thirty years since Percy introduced his hedgehogs to each other and his garden 
what do you think has happened? 
 

1. Think about why Percy introduced the hedgehogs. Do you think the hedgehogs have 
solved his gardening worries? Why/why not? 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What do you think may have happened with the hedgehogs? 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Do you think the hedgehogs realised (or cared) that they were only supposed to help 
Percy with his garden? 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The hedgehogs have multiplied over the years, so where there were originally two, there 
are now hundreds. The hedgehogs have not confined themselves to Percy’s garden and 
now roam freely on the island. Once the hedgehogs had eaten all the slugs in Percy’s 
garden they needed to find more food for themselves – supposedly devastating the wild 
bird population in the process by eating the eggs. 
How do you think the island should solve the problem of the hedgehogs? 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 



_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Lesson 5: Animals in Captivity 

 
Instructions: 
 In this lesson we will look at the pros and 
cons of animals being kept in captivity. 

 
              
Equipment:  

• Pencil 

• Paper 
 

Instructions: 
Since the start of the Covid 19 pandemic there has been much debate about zoos. The 
zoos across the world have been struggling for money to feed and look after the animals 
which have resulted in some animals having to be killed. Many of these animals cannot be 
put back into the wild as they were born in captivity. 

 
Comprehension 
Read the advert below for ‘Tiger Hill Zoo’ and answer the questions below. Ask an adult to 
help you to read if required. There is some key information highlighted  

 
Tiger Hill Zoo - Your holiday tour includes .... 
Set amongst the acres of rolling countryside of New Hampshire is the wonderful Tiger Hill 
Zoo Park, which provides a unique opportunity for guests to stroll freely amongst these 
most exotic, rare and beautiful creatures safely and securely. 
The tigers are housed in a pleasant, open environment which simulates almost perfectly 
their natural environment in India. The Park has many features to enhance the animals’ 
feelings of safety and comfort, including a grassed lawn, an area of rocks and a pool for 
the tigers to swim in. Whilst on our visit to the Zoo we will have an exclusive fifteen-
minute talk about the animals and their keeper will show us some of the tricks the tigers 
have learnt during their stay at Tiger Hill. We also have front row seats booked at feeding 
time (but don’t worry, we’re still behind the safety glass!) and will have an excellent view 
of these stunning creatures being fed by the dedicated Zoo staff. The Zoo Park is open 
from 9am until 10pm, allowing guests to spend the day viewing the animals if you so wish, 
however don’t forget there is also a splendid restaurant at Tiger Hill, with meals starting 
at only $10 for two courses. Also available is a well-stocked gift shop to enable you to buy 
mementoes of your visit and to provide your friends at home with tiger-themed presents 
such as calendars, tea towels and cuddly tiger toys. 
 
 



 
What time is the zoo open until? 
 
Can you name three of the Parks special features? 
 
Why is it important that the park has the special features? 
 
Do you think that the Tigers have freedom? 
 
Find a sentence in the advert to support your answer. 

 
The Zoo debates 
 
Below are the arguments for and against zoos. 

 
What the Zoo’s say What zoo opponents say... 

Zoos claim that they carry out valuable 
conservation work. Many wild species are 
threatened with extinction, and breeding 
in 
captivity can help to return animals to 
their natural habitat. 
• Scientists study the animals and are able 
to carry out useful research that will help 
to conserve species in the wild. 
• Zoos have an important educational role 
helping visitors to understand and respect 
wild animals. Seeing animals in the flesh is 
much better than watching wildlife films. 
• Zoos are important tourist attractions 
that provide an enjoyable day out for 
members of the public.  
• Qualified vets are on hand to ensure 
that the exhibits are well looked after. Zoo 
animals are a lot safer than they would be 
in the wild. 

Very few animals bred in captivity have 
been introduced successfully to their 
natural habitat. Many will not breed in 
captivity at all and others lack the skills to 
survive in the wild. 
• Zoos are bad places to learn about wild 
animals and natural behaviour. Animals in 
zoos behave abnormally because they are 
in a totally unnatural environment. People 
can learn far more from watching natural 
history programmes. 
• Wild animals suffer when they are 
imprisoned in cages or enclosures. Recent 
studies indicate that many inmates are 
miserable when separated from their 
natural habitat and deprived of their 
freedom. They become bored and 
frustrated and show signs of mental 
illness. 

 
You have been asked to be interviewed on the local radio about the new zoo. Write a 
paragraph to say why you are for or against the zoo being opened. 
You could use the information from the table above as evidence to support Your own 
opinions about seeing animals in captivity or in the wild. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 6: Fiction: War Horse 

 
Instructions:  
In this Horse we will be looking at War Horse by Michael 
Morpurgo and how horses were used in World War 1 
                                   
Equipment:  

• Paper 
• pen 

 
Instructions: 
This extract is taken from chapter one in War Horse by Michael Morpurgo. 
Read the extract below. As an adult for help if required 

      
I was not yet six months old, a gangling, leggy colt who had never been further than a few 
feet from his mother. We were parted that day in the terrible hubbub of the auction ring 
and I was never to see her again. She was a fine working farm horse, getting on in years 
but with all the strength and stamina of an Irish draught horse quite evident in her fore 
and hind quarters. She was sold within minutes, and before I could follow her through the 
gates, she was whisked out of the ring and away. But somehow, I was more difficult to 
dispose of. Perhaps it was the wild look in my eye as I circled the ring in a desperate 
search for my mother, or perhaps it was that none of the farmers and gypsies there were 
looking for a spindly-looking half thoroughbred colt. But whatever the reason they were a 
long time haggling over how little I was worth before I heard the hammer go down and I 
was driven out through the gates and into a pen outside.  
 

1. Which adjectives does the colt use to describe himself ? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 

2. What makes the colt ‘more difficult to dispose of’ ? Hint: Dispose means to get rid 
of. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



In this extract from chapter 6 Joey (the horse) is in France during world war 1  
 
The gentle squeak of leather, the jingling harness and the noise of hastily barked orders 
were drowned now by the pounding of hooves and the shout of the troopers as we 
galloped down on the enemy in the valley below us. Out of the corner of my eye, I was 
aware of the glint of Captain Nicholls’ heavy sword. I felt his spurs in my side and I heard 
his battle cry. I saw the grey soldiers ahead of us raise their rifles and heard the death 
rattle of a machine-gun, and then quite suddenly I found that I had no rider, that I had no 
weight on my back any more and that I was alone out in front of the squadron. Topthorn 
was no longer beside me, but with horses behind me I knew there was only one way to 
gallop and that was forward. Blind terror drove me on, with my flying stirrups whipping 
me into a frenzy. With no rider to carry I reached the kneeling riflemen first and they 
scattered as I came upon them. 
I ran on until I found myself alone and away from the noise of the battle, and I would 
never have stopped at all had I not found Topthorn once more beside me with Captain 
Stewart leaning over to gather up my reins before leading me back to the battlefield. 
We had won, I heard it said; but horses lay dead and dying everywhere. More than a 
quarter of the squadron had been lost in that one action. It had all been so quick and so 
deadly. A cluster of grey uniformed prisoners had been taken and they huddled together 
now under the trees whilst the squadron regrouped and exchanged extravagant 
reminiscences of a victory that had happened almost by accident rather than by design. 

 
How do you think Joey feels? 
 
What do you think is happening in this part of the book? 
 
Why do you think the men had swords? Was this a good idea? 
 
Why do you think that Joey kept on running after he lost Captain Nicholls? 

 

 
 

In the First World War, horses, mules and donkeys were considered vital to the war effort. 
They carried troops, pulled artillery and hauled supplies to and from the front. The 
animals experienced terrible hardships and many died from wounds, exposure, 
exhaustion and disease. There was no ‘heroes’ return’ for the majority of horses at the 
end of the war. Only those owned by officers were guaranteed to return to Britain. The 
fate of the others depended upon their age and fitness. 25,000 horses remained in the 
British army while between 60,000 and 100,000 were returned to Britain to be auctioned. 



The remainder were sold in the country where they were stationed at the end of the war 
– to farmers as work animals or to butchers to be killed for meat. 
A fortunate few were rescued by the RSPCA and Blue Cross Fund and retired to live out 
their lives on sanctuaries. 

 
Some people say that the animals who saw action in the First World War were heroes 
because they were brave. Other people argue that the animals who died in combat were 
victims because they did not agree to take part in the war.  
 
What do you think? Heroes or victims? 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the image of the horse, design a poster about the War Horses to explain your 
answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hero or Victim? 



Lesson 7: Non-Fiction Writing: 
Animal Welfare Leaflet 

 
Instructions:  
In this lesson we will be planning writing a 
leaflet about animal welfare. 

 
Equipment:  

• Pencil  

• Paper 

 
Instructions: 
Use the space below to draw or write your thoughts about animals: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look at the list of phrases from campaign leaflets below. Can you work out what each text 
is campaigning about? One has been done for you. 

 
 
 
 
 



Match the phrase to the meaning. 

 

Sour Taste Farm 
 

 Animal 
experiments 

 Death Valley 
_______ Class A 
Cruelty 

Game bird 
shooting 

_____ 
___________ is 
Fowl Play! 

Hens bred for eggs 
 

It’s a crying 
shame 

Horse racing 
 

Cruelty – You 
can bet on it 

Cows bred for milk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We will be designing a leaflet based on any of the animal welfare issues we have looked 
at over the past 2 weeks. Use the grid below to help you to design your leaflet. 

 

  
1. Choose your topic 
Which of the animal issues explored have 
you been most interested in? 

 

2. Identify the main issues involved 
All the areas we have looked at have lots 
of issues to address. Which three, of the 
area you have chosen, strike you as the 
most important to draw attention to? 

1 
 
2 
 
3 

3. Choose your key words, create your 
headings and sub-headings 
Can you think of any headlines, or words 
or phrases that you want to include in 
your headlines? Quite often the first idea 
is the best so write it down as soon as it 
comes to you! 

 

4. Research your topic 
Where might you look to find out more 
information about the issue you have 
chosen? 

 

5. Select and create images 
Quite often visual images are just as 
striking, or more striking than the words 
you write. What sort of photos or pictures 
would you like to include in your leaflet? 
How many do you think would be a good 
number? 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Lesson 8: Fiction Writing 
 
Equipment:  

• Pencil  

• Paper 
 

This lesson, you get the chance to be creative. 
 
 

 
Have a go at writing: 
 
Some things they would say if they could talk 
 
A diary entry 
 
A story where they escape or get their own back 
 
Stretch: Include details about what you have read during these lessons. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


