
 

 

                             
The tasks will be divided into those that: 
Green = Everyone can do 
Blue = Most can do 
Purple = Some can do 
 

Lesson 1: Exploring Characters 1 
 
Introduction: We will be looking at how characters in stories are portrayed and what an 
author is trying to get across. 

 
Equipment:  

• Pen or Pencil 
 
Instructions: 
When an author writes, whatever they include is put there on purpose. This means that 
everything the author writes is there for a reason, including characters. 
 

                                                                     
 
 



In the space below, write down any characters that you can remember from any stories 
that you have heard, read or seen. Circle your favourite. 
 
  

                 
 
 
 
 
 

Characters, just like in real life, have different personalities and behave in different ways. 
Some of them want to help others, some want to take over the world, whilst some want 
to live a normal life with nothing extraordinary happening. 
 
Below, write some sentences about 3 of the characters that you have listed in the green 
section. I have done some examples for you. 
 
Examples: Hermione from Harry Potter is very clever. She loves going to school and uses 
her knowledge to help overcome Lord Voldemort. 
 
Lady Macbeth is very strong, powerful and ambitious. She really wants to be Queen. 
 

Character Information  

  

  

  

 
Once again, using the characters you have come up with, think about what they are like and place 
them into the categories below. A character can be placed in more than one category. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evil: 

 

 

Adventurous: 

 

 

 

Altruistic (caring): 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 2: Exploring Characters 2 
 
Introduction: We’re going to look at some character descriptions to see how they’re 
portrayed. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Instructions: Adjectives are words that describe something or someone; they describe 
nouns. Have a look at some of the examples below. 
 

 
 

Finish the sentences below by adding some adjectives: 
1. The man was ______________ and __________________. 
2. On Sunday I ate a _________________cake. 
3. She felt very ___________________ when she realised what day it was. 
4. When she entered the house, she noticed the ___________________ dog. 

 
Below is a description from ‘The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn’. 
There have been some adjectives used to describe them. Read the passage carefully and 
see if you can identify them with a circle. One has been done for you. 

Ambitious: 

 

 

Lonely: 

 

 

Miserable: 

 

 



‘He was most fifty, and he looked it. His hair was long and tangled and greasy, and hung 
down, and you could see his eyes shining through like he was behind vines. It was all black, 
no gray; so was his long, mixed-up whiskers. There warn’t no color in his face, where his 
face showed; it was white; not like another man’s white, but a white to make a body sick, 
a white to make a body’s flesh crawl – a tree-toad white, a fish-belly white. As for his 
clothes – just rags, that was all. He had one ankle resting on t’other knee; the boot on that 
foot was busted, and two of his toes stuck through, and he worked them now and then. 
His hat was laying on the floor – an old black slouch with the top caved in, like a lid.’ 
 
We are now going to spend some time analysing the character description above. 
 
As previously mentioned, an author’s words are written on purpose to have a certain 
effect on the reader. 
 
Foe example, the character above is described as having hair that is ‘long, tangled and 
greasy’. Does this give the effect of the character being: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a look at the adjectives pulled out below and have a go at what you think that 
indicates about the character: 
 

Adjective This shows that… 

“…his long, mixed-up whiskers…”  

“his face….it was white…. a white to make 
a body sick” 

 

“…. the boot on that foot was busted”  

“His hat was laying on the floor – an old 
black slouch with the top caved in” 

 

Example: The adjective “old” indicates that he might not have the money to replaces his 
hat. 
 

Clean and well looked after? 

OR 
Unkempt and untidy? 



Lesson 3: Exploring Characters 3 
 
Introduction: We’re going to look at some more character descriptions to see how they’re 
portrayed. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Instructions: 
Below is a small part of a description of Harry Potter from the books of the same name. 
Although you may have seen the films, draw Harry below based on the descriptions in 
bold. 
 
Harry had always been small and skinny for his age… Harry had a thin face, knobbly knees, black 
hair and bright green eyes. 
 
 

                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       



 

Have a look at the descriptive elements below and try to match them to what this might 
indicate about them. One has been done for you as an example. 
 

Descriptive elements What they might indicate 

The character shouts and screams. They like adventuring and going to new 
places. They appreciate nature. 

The character stays away from people. They are a kind person who likes to take 
care of people and ‘give something’ back 
in the community. 

The character spends a lot of time 
working. 

This indicates they’re angry and might not 
have a lot to be happy about. Something 
bad might have happened. 

The character spends time volunteering 
for charity. 

They could be scared that something 
might happen; they might be hiding from 
someone. 

The character whispers. They might be nervous in crowds as they 
may have had a bad experience. They 
might have low confidence. 

The character spends a lot of time 
outdoors. 

They might be lonely and not have anyone 
to go home to; they might not have any 
hobbies and work might be the only thing 
they feel they’re good at. 

 
Below is the description of the villain, Grendel, from the epic poem ‘Beowulf’. As you 
read, highlight or underline the elements that describe the character. 
 
“The monster of the night, known as Grendel, stalked the shadows of the kingdom waiting 
for his next victim. His blood crusted lips drooled as the smell of the Danes danced in the 
late-evening breeze. Step by step, the enemy from hell itself, got closer to the mead-hall.  
The hellish monster’s fire-blazing eyes pierced the darkness. With one deep breath, it 
growled and the smell of the Danes were no more -the stench of blooded corpses plagued 
the air.” 
 
Let’s look in more detail at the description of the ‘blood crusted lips’. What does this 
indicate about his previous activity? What might he have done a lot of? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have a go at completing the elements of the paragraph below which, when complete, will 
show an analysis of the writer’s use of language. 
 
The use of the phrase ‘blood crusted lips’ shows that the monster __________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
It shows that he had _________________________a lot of ________________________ 
 



Challenge: Complete a paragraph independently about the use of the adjective ‘fire-
blazing’ to describe Grendel’s’ eyes. You can use the template of the one above to help 
you. 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Lesson 4: Creating Characters 1 
 
Introduction: We are going to move on and take what we have learnt to create our own 
characters. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Instructions: Firstly, before we think of characters, it will help to have an idea of a story or 
plot line. This does not need to be in too much detail. Here is an example that we will 
work on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choose whether you would like to create a character for the person who gets lost or one of the 
creatures that they meet in the new world that they find. Answer the questions below about your 
character: 

 ______________________________________________ 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Someone gets 

lost. 

They find a 

magic key. 

They find a door 

that it fits into 

They enter a world 

full of unusual 

creatures. 



Answer these further questions which will help to shape your character. Remember your answers 
to the green questions and make sure your answers to these ones make sense. For example, if you 
have said your character is kind, then you shouldn’t put that they like making fun of people: 
 

__________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To further develop your character, think about how your character would respond in the following 
situation- what would they say and do? 
 

Situation What my character would say/do 

They see someone crying in the street.  

The witness someone being harmed by 
another character. 

 

Someone shouting at them.  

They have a big dilemma (problem).  

 



Lesson 5: Creating Characters 2 
 
Introduction: We are going to continue working on developing your character. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil; colouring pencils or felt tips. 
 
Instructions: Look back to the last lesson, when you worked on developing your 
character.  
After that, draw below what you think your character would look like. 
 
 

                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label key features of your character. An example is below. 
 
 
 



 

                                            
 
 

Now we need to introduce your character. Complete the following paragraph: 
  
In through the door came…. 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge- Proof read your work and make sure you have included the following: 

✓ Details of your character’s appearance, including adjectives  
✓ Some actions that give some clue as to their feelings or likes 
✓ Full stops and capital letters in the right places 

 
Here is my example: 
In through the door shuffled a shockingly small creature, with friendly eyes and what 
seemed to be a wet and sticky look to their purple, shiny skin. The new addition to the 
room smiled a toothless, yet warming smile and beckoned me closer with its long and 
endless arms. 
 
 
 
 

Purple sticky 

skin. 

Wide, friendly 

eyes. 

Large wing-like 

arms. 

Extremely long 

tongue to catch 

food. 

Toes with 

sucker-pads on. 

Fingers can 

extend to help 

those in need. 



Lesson 6: Creating Characters 3 
 
Introduction: This lesson, you will be taking some time to write a brief story, using the 
plot outline below that was mentioned in Lesson 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Instructions: Write the elements of the story within the boxes. Remember to include the 
detail about your character: Box one if your character was the person getting lost and box 
4 if your character was something from the new world. 
Vary your sentence length and punctuation. 
Include adjectives in every section. 
 

Someone gets 
lost. 

 

 

They find a magic 
key. 

 

 

They find a door 
that it fits into 

 

 

They enter a world 
full of unusual 

creatures. 
 

 

 
 

 

Someone gets 

lost. 

They find a 

magic key. 

They find a door 

that it fits into 

They enter a world 

full of unusual 

creatures. 


