
 

 
The tasks will be divided into those that: 
Green = Everyone can do 
Blue = Most can do 
Purple = Some can do 

 
Lesson 1: Generating Ideas 
 
Introduction: Every author starts off with an idea for a story, and then adds other ideas 

to it, to make it a story. 

                                                       
Equipment:  

• Pen or Pencil 

Instructions: 
In the space below, list some of your favourite stories and why you like them. 
 

                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A good story, is where a reader wants to keep reading in order to find out what happens. 
That’s why ideas have to be really exciting and ones that haven’t been used before. 
 
Below are some key words- use them as inspiration for story ideas. You can put more 
than one idea. An example has been done for you. 
 

Key words Story ideas 

       

Example- A boy lives in a palace and finds a secret door that he can 
get out of to go and be with the common people. He makes friends 
and does good deeds. 

       

 

       

 

       

 

      

 

 

One thing an author will also do is improve upon ideas. Books you see have probably been 
changed hundreds of time to get them to what they are. 
  

 
Below is an example where I have improved on my original ideas from the table above. 
Have a read of it. 



 

       

Example- A boy lives in a palace and finds a secret door that he can 
get out of to go and be with the common people. He makes friends 
and does good deeds. 
Improvement – An unhappy boy lives in a huge palace, ruled by his 
evil father. He isn’t allowed to leave. When leaning against the wall 
crying, the boy finds a secret exit. He uses it to go down to the 
village where he can use his money to help people. 
 

 

Use the space below and choose one of your original story ideas, adding more detail 
and/or improving upon your thoughts. 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Lesson 2: Starting to Plan 
 
Introduction: We’ll be looking at how we can structure an overall story plan to make sure 
it has all the elements. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Instructions: To support with the planning and testing of ideas, it helps to use a structure 
to help. Some people use a story mountain. 

                                          
Why do you think it’s in the shape of a mountain? 



You are going to choose on of the story ideas you came up with last lesson for this lesson. 
 
Which have you chosen? ____________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Previously, we have done some work on characters. Think hard about what characters 
could be in your story. List and draw them below. 
 
 

                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We now need to move on to adding more detail to the story and think about how it will 
begin. There are lots of things to think about. Remember this is just for the opening of 
your story. Below is an example: 
 

The Beginning of my Story 

Who? (Characters) 

 

The lonely boy, Soloman; his horrid father (who isn’t given a 
name in the story); Soloman’s maid, Martha who has raised 
him from when he was a boy. 

Where (are they)? 

 

The story opens in Soloman’s room and goes on to seeing 
him at dinner in the Dining Hall with his father. 
 
It is set in a made-up city of Belkin. 

When (is it set?) 

 

This is set on a normal week day, during the build up to a 
large celebration for the city. 

What (are they doing)? 

 

Soloman is going through his normal evening routine with 
his maid, getting dressed for dinner. He can hear the people 
of the city getting ready for the celebration.  
He eats dinner with his father and they argue. 

 
Have a go yourself for the story you have chosen: 
 
 



 
 

The Beginning of my Story 

Who? (Characters) 

 

 

Where (are they)? 

 

 

When (is it set?) 

 

 

What (are they doing)? 

 

 

 
We’re now going to work on a bit more detail for the ‘Where’ section- we call this the 
‘setting’ for the story. 
 

 
When describing a setting, we can use the senses: see, hear, taste, smell and see. The 
most popular ones for description in stories are: 
 

                                                             



Here is an example of describing the setting of the beginning of the story. We will use the 
three senses above. 
 

Example: The story opens in Soloman’s room and goes on to seeing him at dinner in the 
Dining Hall with his father. 

 
It is set in a made-up city of Belkin. 

 

Soloman can see the people of the city 
preparing for the celebration- he can see 
their decorations. In his bedroom, there is 
a large 4 poster bed a lots of books from 
his studies. 

 

He can hear the raised and excited voices 
as people are preparing for the 
celebration. He sometimes hears people 
singing. 

 

He can smell the dinner that is being 
cooked by his servants and he can also 
smell his maid’s perfume- she is going to 
the celebration after work. 

 
Do the same below for the setting section of your story: 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 3: Creating a Dilemma or Problem 
 
Introduction: This lesson, we will be going to the ‘peak’ of the story mountain- the 
dilemma or problem. 

                                        
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Instructions: In a story, the problem or dilemma is when something goes wrong.  

                                     
Use the space below to show the things that go wrong in some of the stories you have 
heard or seen before. For example: In Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, Lord 
Voldemort tries to kill Harry after leading him into and trapping him in a chamber. Also, in 
‘The House with Chicken Legs’, Marinka loses her grandma through The Gate. 
 
 

                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Authors don’t always come up with their ideas straight away- they might need to 
brainstorm and write lots of ideas down before they choose their favourite one.  
 
Taking the same story as you have worked on in previous activities (my example is 
Soloman), brainstorm below the kinds of things that might go wrong in your story. Don’t 



worry if you like some ideas more than others- this is just about getting lots of ideas 
down. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Number the ideas you have come up with- 1 being or the one you like most, then 2 for 
the one you would choose after that up until all your ideas are numbered. 
 

 
 

Lesson 4: Paragraphs 
 
Introduction: We will be looking at paragraphs as a way to organise our writing. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Instructions: When writing, we should ‘chunk’ our ideas together into paragraphs. 
 



                         
Here is an example of a text being written in paragraphs. 

                   
Discuss with an adult what the paragraphs look like. How do we know when a new 
paragraph has started? Can you spot any use of paragraphs in books at Home? 
 
Sometimes, it’s hard to know when to move your writing to a new paragraph. Here is a 
way you can remember: Use Tip Top 
 

               
 

This means that you change to a new paragraph in your writing when there is a new: 
 



                                
Read the story below with an adult. Discuss where you think the new paragraphs should 
be. Remember Tip Top! 

Once upon a time there was an old woman who 
loved baking gingerbread. She would bake 
gingerbread cookies, cakes, houses and gingerbread 
people, all decorated with chocolate and peppermint, 
caramel candies and coloured frosting. She lived with 
her husband on a farm at the edge of town. The sweet 
spicy smell of gingerbread brought children skipping 
and running to see what would be offered that day. 
Unfortunately the children gobbled up the treats so 
fast that the old woman had a hard time keeping her 
supply of flour and spices to continue making the 
batches of gingerbread. Sometimes she suspected 
little hands of having reached through her kitchen 
window because gingerbread pieces and cookies 
would disappear. One time a whole gingerbread 
house vanished mysteriously. She told her husband, 
"Those naughty children are at it again. They don't 
understand all they have to do is knock on the door 
and I'll give them my gingerbread treats." 

How many did you get? Check below. 

  

Once upon a time there was an old woman who loved 
baking gingerbread. She would bake gingerbread 
cookies, cakes, houses and gingerbread people, all 
decorated with chocolate and peppermint, caramel 
candies and coloured frosting.  



She lived with her husband on a farm at the edge 
of town. The sweet spicy smell of gingerbread brought 
children skipping and running to see what would be 
offered that day. 
 

 Unfortunately, the children gobbled up the treats 
so fast that the old woman had a hard time keeping her 
supply of flour and spices to continue making the 
batches of gingerbread. Sometimes she suspected little 
hands of having reached through her kitchen window 
because gingerbread pieces and cookies would 
disappear.  
 

One time a whole gingerbread house vanished 
mysteriously. She told her husband, "Those naughty 
children are at it again. They don't understand all they 
have to do is knock on the door and I'll give them my 
gingerbread treats." 
 
Use the space below to write what you did at the weekend. Remember to use Tip Top and 
start a new paragraph when there is a new: 
 

                                             
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 



________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Lesson 5: Finishing the Plan 
 
Introduction: We now need to think about how our stories will end. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Instructions: We have thought about the beginning of our stories, the characters and a 
problem that could happen. We have also looked at making sure our ideas are written in 
paragraphs. 

 
 

Use the space below to write (or draw) how some of your favourite stories end: 
 

                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discuss them with an adult. Are they similar in any way?___________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Lesson 6: Creative Writing 
 
Introduction: You are going to put all you have learnt into a story. 
 
Equipment: Pen or Pencil 
 
Instructions: 

 
Read through the previous work in this pack to remind yourselves of your setting and 
characters. This is what the planning was for- try not to write something really different. 
Your plan will help you stay on track. 
 
Remember to use the senses for descriptions. 
 
Remember Tip Top for paragraphs. 
 

Title for My Story: 

 

     

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 


