
 

 
      

        
Everyone can do 
Most can do 
Some can do 

                                    
Lesson 1: Thomas Edison 
 
Introduction: The first lesson is about Thomas Edison. Edison is the new name for SH class 
so it would be useful for you to know why we selected it as a name. 
 
Equipment:  

• Pen 

• Paper 
     
Instructions: 
 
Activity 1 
With support if needed read through the following text and talk about the images.  
 
Activity 2 
Underline any words you do not understand and look up the definition in a dictionary or 
copy them onto the sheet and we will look them up on your return to school. 
 
 

      

The inspirational tale of how a 
man from Milan in Ohio USA 
became such an influential 
inventor and who had patented 
over 1090 of his own inventions 
over his lifetime. 



“Many of life's failures are people who did not realize how close they were to success 
when they gave up.”  

“Genius is one percent inspiration, ninety-nine percent perspiration.” 

 

“Many of life's failures are people who did not realize how close they were to success 
when they gave up.” ... 

 
Edison’s best known inventions are the electric light system, the phonograph (a machine 
that records and replays sound) and motion pictures (movies) 
 
 
Edison acquired 1093 patents (something that gives someone the ownership of an 
invention so that no one else can make it and sell it) for his inventions – this is the record 
number of patents that one person has ever had. His most important inventions apart 
from the incandescent lightbulb were the phonograph which records and replays sound, 
and motion pictures – the recording and replaying of images. 
 
Edison was known by his middle name, Al, as a boy, rather than being called Thomas. 
He only attended a very small amount of time at school and was home taught by his 
mother. 

When Edison turned 9 years old, his mother gave him a science book on how to do 
chemistry experiments at home. Edison was hooked: he did every experiments in the 
book and soon spent all his spare money buying chemicals. 

At 10 years old, Edison built his first science laboratory in the basement of his family's 
home. 

Aged 12, Edison started to lose his hearing. One story told said that had it that a train 
conductor smacked him in the ears after he started a fire in a boxcar by doing 
experiments. Edison himself said that he was injured when the conductor picked him up 
by the ears onto a moving train. Others had said that it caused by a bout of scarlet fever 
during childhood. He wasn’t completely deaf, but said that he liked being able to not hear 
as it meant he could concentrate on his experiments and inventions. 

In all likelihood it was a genetic condition as both Edison's father and one of his brothers 
also suffered from hearing loss. 

Edison worked on trains when he was young, selling fruit and papers. He often carried out 
experiments when he was on the trains as well as setting up his own printing press and 
newspaper, but once set fire to the carriage and was asked to leave! When Edison was 15 
he saved a three-year-old boy from being run over by a train. The boy’s dad was so 
grateful to Edison that he taught him how to use the telegraph communication system. 
This then led to Edison getting a job as a telegraph operator. 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/electricity-and-power-generation


When he was 15 years old, Edison started printing a newspaper on board the train he 
then worked on. 
Edison would often spend 18 hours a day working – and about 4 hours sleeping! 
 
In 1881 Edison received the French Legion of Honour for his electric power system.  
 
Edison Proposed Marriage ... by Morse Code! On Christmas Day in 1871, aged 24, Edison 
married his 16-year old employee Mary Stilwell, after meeting her just two months 
earlier. By February, Edison was exasperated at his wife's inability to invent that he wrote 
in his diary "Mrs Mary Edison My wife Dearly Beloved Cannot invent worth a Damn!!" and 
"My Wife Popsy Wopsy Can't Invent." Mary gave birth to three children, the first two 
Edison nickname "Dot" and "Dash”. He married his second wife Mina in 1886. He died on 
18th October aged 84. 
 
 

            



          

Word Definition 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
Activity 3 
Choose one of the following activities. 
Write a short summary of your life to date and include anything you are really proud of. 
Having read the summary of Thomas Edison see what you can remember and re-write it 
in your own words. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 2 – Thomas Edison comprehension questions 
 
Introduction: This lesson focuses on checking your understanding of what you read in the 
last lesson 
 
Equipment: 

• Pen 

• Paper 

• Information from last lesson 
 
Instructions: 
 
Read the definitions below. Are any of these the words you gathered in the last lesson? 
Did you find the definitions in a dictionary? Do they match? 
 

Filament (wire) – a very thin piece of wire. 
Incandescent bulb – a lightbulb that contains a wire filament which glows when it reaches 
a certain heat. 
Invention – something new and unique that someone comes up with the idea for. 
Motion picture camera – a machine that records and replays images. 
Patent – a license that gives someone the ownership of an invention so that no one else 
can make it and sell it. 
Phonograph – a machine that records and replays sound. 

 
Now we want you to try answering as many of the questions in the table below as you 
can. Write your answers on a separate piece of paper. 

 
Level and Criteria Questions 

E1 

2.1 Recognise that there are different 
types of text, for example from layout, 
visuals, headings 

What type of writing is this? Letter, 
newspaper, report or food recipe? 

E2 

1.1 Identify the purposes of simple 
everyday texts. 

1.2 Follow and understand the main 
events of short chronological texts. 

What type of writing is this? A letter, advert, 
persuasive writing, entertainment or 
information? You can include more than one 
above and add your own explanation. 

What has Edison achieved?  

E3  

1.1 Follow key events in different types 
of straightforward text. 

What happened to Thomas Edison aged 12? 

Where did he do most of his schooling? 



1.2 Identify the main points and ideas in 
straightforward texts 

Where did Thomas Edison live? 

How did Thomas Edison propose to his wife? 

L1  

1.1 Extract main points and specific 
details in different continuous texts 

Answer all of the questions above plus.. 

Which type of job did Thomas have and 
enjoy doing? 

L2 

1.2 Identify the main points and specific 
details in different texts 

Find another newspaper article about an 
influential sports person, read it and 
summarise it. 

 
Additional activities: 

 
Watch this video from Horrible Histories about Thomas Edison: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/thomas-edison-telephone 
 
Try to record your voice on a device like a mobile phone or iPad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/thomas-edison-telephone


Lesson 3 – Satoshi Tajiri 
 
Introduction: This lesson is about Satoshi Tajiri. Tajiri is the new name for JMR class. 
 
Equipment: 

• Pen 

• Paper 
 
Instructions: 
 
Activity 1 Read the information about Tajiri and discuss it with a household member 
 

Satoshi Tajiri 
 

Satoshi Tajiri is a Japanese video game 
designer and director best known as the 
creator of Nintendo's Pokémon franchise 
and one of the founders and President of 
video game developer Game Freak. 

He was born in Machida, Tokyo in Japan in 
1965. 

He created Pokémon because he liked to 
collect insects when he was a child and Pokémon is similar to collecting insects. He was 
born in Tokyo and in the forest he liked collecting insects. He was so attracted to insects, 
in fact, that his peers used to call him "Dr. Bug." He wanted to be a scientist who studied 
insects. 

He attended make-up classes and eventually earned his high school diploma. Tajiri did not 
attend university, but instead attended a two-year technical degree program at the Tokyo 
National College of Technology, where he studied in Electronics and Computer Science.   

His father wanted him to be an electrical utility repair man, but this is not what he 
wanted. 

In the fields and ponds that Satoshi loved as a child were paved over by apartments and 
parking lots, and his idea for Pokémon grew, as he wanted to give modern children the 
chance to hunt for creatures as he did.  

Satoshi Tajiri has a high-functioning form of autism.  

Satoshi liked games when he was at technical school and spent much of his time in 
arcades. He was such a big fan that one local arcade gave him a Space Invaders machine 
to take home. 

https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Insect
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Tokyo
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Entomologist
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Entomologist
https://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Space_Invaders


In 1982 Satoshi and his friends formed a games magazine under the name of  Game 
Freak. 

 He then opened a video game company and called it Game Freak like his magazine. Tajiri 
first thought of the idea of Pokémon in 1990. 

One of his Game Freak friends was Ken Sugimori who drew and illustrated all of the 
Pokémon's images. This is one of Tajiri’s favourite characters poliwag pokemon. 

 In 1991, Satoshi discovered the Game Boy.  

When he first saw Link Cables, he imagined insects creeping along them, and 
the Pokémon idea was born. The game was given some initial funding and concept work 
from another game design studio, "Creatures." Satoshi named his development company 
"Game Freak", after the magazine, and thus it can still be seen at the start 
of Pokémon games. 

He has worked on the Mario type programmes in the past. 

He has been creator, writer, designer, and director over the years from 1989- 2019. Tajiri 
drew much of his inspiration from old Japanese shows and anime. 

Activity 2 Summarise the information into the boxes below 

Period of life Things he did 

Childhood Collected insects 

 

 

School life  

 

 

Adult inventor  

 

 

 

Activity 3 Create your own Pokemon and write a detailed description of its appearance 
and skills. 

 
 

https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Game_Freak
https://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Ken_Sugimori
https://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/1991


Lesson 4 – Satoshi Tajiri comprehension questions 
 
Introduction: This lesson focuses on checking your understanding of what you read in the 
last lesson 
 
Equipment: 

• Pen 

• Paper 

• Information from last lesson 
 
Instructions: 
 
Try answering as many of the questions in the table below as you can. Write your answers 
on a separate piece of paper. 

 
Level and Criteria Question 

E1 

2.1 Recognise that there are different 
types of text, for example from layout, 
visuals, headings 

What type of writing is this? Postcard, 
newspaper, quote, report or recipe?  

E2 

1.1 Identify the purposes of simple 
everyday texts. 

1.2 Follow and understand the main 
events of short chronological texts. 

What type of writing is this? A letter, 
advert, persuasive writing, entertainment 
or information? You can include more 
than one above and add your own 
explanation. 

  

E3  

1.1 Follow key events in different types of 
straightforward text. 

1.2 Identify the main points and ideas in 
straightforward texts 

What did Tajiri’s father hope he would do 
for a professional job when he was 
younger? 

What type of disability does Tajiri have? 

Where was Tajiri born? 

L1  

1.1 Extract main points and specific details 
in different continuous texts 

Answer all of the questions above plus.. 

What type of interests does Tajiri have 
and which famous characters and 
products can you think of that many 
people of all ages enjoy that he created? 

L2 

1.2 Identify the main points and specific 
details in different texts 

Find another newspaper article about an 
influential person, read it and summarise 
it. 

  
 



Lesson 5 – Newspaper article 
 
Introduction: In this lesson, you’re going to read a newspaper article and answer some 
questions about form and purpose, alongside some comprehension questions. 
 
Equipment: 

• Pen 

• Paper 
 
Instructions: 
 
Read the article about Haseeb Ahmad and then answer as many of the questions in the 
table as you can. Write your answers on a separate piece of paper. 
 

The incredible tale of how a blind man from Leicester became one of Britain's most 
influential disabled people 

'Setting goal after goal gives me so much pleasure - I just want to share positive things 
and help people' 

Haseeb Ahmad, who is registered blind and 
has just been shortlisted as one of the Top 100 most influential disabled people in 
Britain on the Shaw Trust charity list. 

at any time. 
Haseeb Ahmad began to lose his sight at the age of 10. 

The now 49-year-old knew he was short-sighted but even with his glasses, he found it 
hard to see. 

Visits to his opticians failed to reveal anything wrong with his eyesight but it continued to 
rapidly deteriorate. 

Without answers and a lack of support at school, his undiagnosed condition started to 
affect his life as he tried to come to terms with what seemed to be a bleak future ahead 
of him. 

He told Leicestershire Live: "I remember very distinctly, in one of my darkest moments, I 
was sitting alone in my bedroom and I just wondered what was going to happen to me 
and my future - I didn't know what to do." 



At the age of 17, Haseeb was registered blind. 

In the years that followed though he was determined not be defined by his disability and 
used sports to challenge himself. 

He is now the equality and diversity and inclusion (EDI) lead for Leicestershire Partnership 
NHS Trust, has medalled at several marathons and joined the Great Britain Paratriathlon 
team. 
 
Now, more than 30 years after his diagnosis Haseeb been shortlisted as one of the top 
100 most influential disabled people in Britain on The Shaw Trust Disability Power List. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Level and Criteria Question 

E1 

2.1 Recognise that there are different 
types of text, for example from layout, 
visuals, headings 

What type of writing is this? Postcard, 
newspaper, report or recipe? 

E2 

1.1 Identify the purposes of simple 
everyday texts. 

1.2 Follow and understand the main 
events of short chronological texts. 

What type of writing is this? A letter, 
advert, persuasive writing, entertainment 
or information? You can include more 
than one above and add your own 
explanation. 

What has Haseeb achieved? 

E3  

1.1 Follow key events in different types of 
straightforward text. 

1.2 Identify the main points and ideas in 
straightforward texts 

What happened to Haseeb at age 10? 

When was Haseeb registered blind? 

Where does Haseeb live? 

L1  

1.1 Extract main points and specific details 
in different continuous texts 

Answer all of the questions above plus.. 

Which sport does Haseeb enjoy? 

L2 

1.2 Identify the main points and specific 
details in different texts 

Find another newspaper article about an 
influential sports person, read it and 
summarise it. 

https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/all-about/nhs-1
https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/all-about/nhs-1


Lesson 6 – Helen Keller 
 
Introduction: This lesson is about Helen Keller. Keller is the new name for SHN class. 
 
Equipment: 

• Pen 

• Paper 
 
Instructions: Read the fact sheet about Helen Keller and then answer as many of the 
questions in the table as you can. Write your answers on a separate piece of paper. 
 

Things you (probably) didn’t know about Helen Keller 
 

Helen Keller (1880-1968) was an avid civil rights activist who is remembered for many 
remarkable achievements, despite a childhood illness which left her deaf and blind. Here 
are 9 things you might not know about her life and legacy 

Helen Keller was born in June 1880 in Tuscumbia, northwest Alabama. Afflicted at the age 
of 19 months with an unknown illness (possibly scarlet fever or meningitis) that left her 
blind and deaf, Keller went on to achieve many remarkable feats, publishing 14 books and 
becoming world-renowned as a keen activist for a range of causes. 

Keller was the first deafblind college graduate 
During a time when women were scarce in colleges and universities, Keller graduated 
from Harvard University’s girl’s college, Radcliffe College, in 1904. She was the first 
deafblind person in the world to graduate from college. 

She was an activist and prolific author 
Advocating for civil rights throughout her life, Keller published 14 books, 500 articles, held 
speaking tours in over 35 countries on civil rights she also made Braille the US official 
writing system for the blind. 

She was a presence among presidents 
Keller met with 12 presidents, from Grover Cleveland – when she was 7 years old, just 
after she learned to communicate – to John F Kennedy. 

She had famous friends 
Mark Twain, Alexander Graham Bell, Henry Ford, Thomas Edison and others were friends 
of Keller and supported her endeavours. 

She was followed by the FBI 
Because of the ‘radical’ political stand she held on many issues, the FBI tracked Keller’s 
relationships and activity for over 30 years. 

She was an A-lister, Oscar winner, and Vaudeville star 

http://www.afb.org/info/about-us/helen-keller/photos-and-permissions/1895-1904/helen-keller-at-her-radcliffe-graduation-1904/12345
https://vault.fbi.gov/Helen%20Keller/Helen%20Keller%20Part%201%20of%201/view
https://vault.fbi.gov/Helen%20Keller/Helen%20Keller%20Part%201%20of%201/view


Keller not only starred in a film Deliverance in 1919 about herself, she entertained 
on Vaudeville for a time in the 1920s. Her A-list celebrity friends included Charlie Chaplin, 
and many famous directors, writers, composers and actors at the time. 

In 1955, Keller accepted an Academy Award at the age of 75 for the documentary film 
about her life entitled Helen Keller: In Her Story. 

Keller’s life would also be dramatised in 1959 play by William Gibson, The Miracle Worker, 
which portrayed her learnings under teacher and companion Anne Sullivan. The play later 
won the Pulitzer Prize in 1960 and was turned into a film in 1962, which garnered more 
Oscar glory: Anne Bancroft won Best Actress for her portrayal of Sullivan, while Best 
Supporting Actress was awarded to Patty Duke as Keller. 

Level and Criteria Question 

E1 

2.1 Recognise that there are different 
types of text, for example from layout, 
visuals, headings 

What type of writing is this? Postcard,  
newspaper, list, report or recipe? 

E2 

1.1 Identify the purposes of simple 
everyday texts. 

1.2 Follow and understand the main 
events of short chronological texts. 

What is the point of this extract of 
writing? 

Who is this writing about? 

Why was she special? 

E3  

1.1 Follow key events in different types of 
straightforward text. 

1.2 Identify the main points and ideas in 
straightforward texts 

Who did she meet age 7? 

When was she born? 

Where did she go to college? 

How many books has she published? 

L1  

1.1 Extract main points and specific details 
in different continuous texts 

Answer all of the questions above plus.. 

Why was she followed by the FBI? 

What similarities can you see between her 
and Edison? 

L2 

1.2 Identify the main points and specific 
details in different texts 

 

Having considered this report style of 
writing look up one of interest to you and 
write a report on them. 

Include at least 6 sub headings. 

  
 

https://helenkeller.localarchives.net/helenkeller/cgi-bin/helenkeller?a=d&d=A-HK01-04-B095-F09-015.1.1&srpos=1&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN%7ctxTA%7ctxCO%7ctxTY%7ctxSE%7ctxSS%7ctxBO%7ctxFO%7ctxIT%7ctxLA%7ctxBR%7ctxPF%7ctxPT%7ctxPR%7ctxPO%7ctxSU%7ct
http://www.discoveringchaplin.com/2012/08/helen-keller-visits-set-of-sunnyside.html


Lesson 7 – Leicester City Memory Walk 
 
Introduction: In this lesson, you’re going to read a newspaper article and answer some 
questions about form and purpose, alongside some comprehension questions. 
 
Equipment: 

• Pen 

• Paper 
 
Instructions: 
 
Read the article about the Leicester City 5000-1 walk in memory of the helicopter crash 
victims and then answer as many of the questions in the table as you can. Write your 
answers on a separate piece of paper. 
 

Thousands of Leicester City fans take part in '5,000-1 walk' in memory of 
helicopter crash victims 

 

Thousands of people have taken part in a march through Leicester to remember those 
who died in a helicopter crash outside the King Power Stadium last month. 

Leicester City chairman Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha was killed along with two members of 
staff - Kaveporn Punpare and Nusara Suknamai - pilot Eric Swaffer and his partner Izabela 
Roza Lechowicz in the crash after the match against West Ham on October 27. 

Saturday's walk went from Jubilee Square to the football ground ahead of Leicester’s 
match against Burnley, their first home game since the crash. 

https://www.itv.com/news/2018-11-01/claude-puel-says-leicester-city-numb-and-in-shock-after-death-of-owner-vichai-srivaddhanaprabha-in-helicopter-crash/


 

From dressing up as foxes to being covered head-to-toe in blue, those taking part showed 
their support for the club. Burnley fans were also invited to join the mass tribute. 

The march was organised by season ticket holder Craig Elliot, whose daughters came up 
with the idea. 

Megan and Casey hoped 5,000 people would attend the "5000/1 walk", named to reflect 
Leicester's odds of winning the title when they won the Premier League in 2015/16. 

The schoolgirls said: “It’s important to show respect to Vichai because he’s been the 
greatest chairman ever”. 

Level and Criteria Question 

E1 

2.1 Recognise that there are different 
types of text, for example from layout, 
visuals, headings 

What type of writing is this? Postcard, 
newspaper, report or recipe? 

E2 

1.1 Identify the purposes of simple 
everyday texts. 

1.2 Follow and understand the main 
events of short chronological texts. 

What type of writing is this? A letter, 
advert, persuasive writing, entertainment 
or information? You can include more 
than one above and add your own 
explanation. 

What did Megan and her sister organise? 

Where will it happen? 

How did the people die? 

E3  

1.1 Follow key events in different types of 
straightforward text. 

 What has the Elliott family organised? 

Where will the event happen? 

When will it happen? 



1.2 Identify the main points and ideas in 
straightforward texts 

Why do they want 5000 people involved? 

L1  

1.1 Extract main points and specific details 
in different continuous texts 

How do the articles you’ve read this week 
make you feel? Use quotes to support 
your answer. 

L2 

1.2 Identify the main points and specific 
details in different texts 

What is similar about all of the articles you 
have read this week? 

 

 

Lesson 8 – Inspirational People 
 
Introduction: In this lesson, you’re going to think about someone in your life who inspires 
you. 
 
Equipment: 

• Pen 

• Paper 
 
Instructions: Read through the information about inspirational people and then answer 
the questions on the next sheet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


