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English Curriculum Overview 

The Curriculum 

The Primary English curriculum focusses on helping each individual pupil to reach the best of 
their potential. Communication and literacy are key life skills and through the English 
curriculum students begin to learn how to become competent and independent 
communicators.  The curriculum is based around a different text every 2 weeks, dependent 
on the half termly theme.  

Reading is a key element of our curriculum and students are allocated a weekly library slot 
and, once they are able to access books, are allocated a reading book. They access books 
from a wide range of schemes including Oxford Reading Tree, Collins Big Cats and Project X. 
All students also take part in Dough Disco and Squiggle While You Wiggle sessions, these 
aim to improve fine and gross motor skills and have been proven to have a positive impact 
on literary ability. 

Within the Primary department there are three key stages, including the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS). Within the EYFS there are ‘prime’ and ‘key’ areas. The English 
curriculum focuses on the Prime area of Communication and Language and the key area of 
Literacy. The EYFS curriculum is taught through a hands-on, play based approach across all 
subjects and English is no exception. As well as adult led activities children learn through 
continuous provision activities where students are encouraged to independently explore 
resources. The students are taught within their appropriate ages and stages, working 
towards the Early Learning Goals. As well as Literacy skills being taught through the 
thematic curriculum students also access daily phonics sessions, which perpetuate the free 
choices in the continuous provision, with opportunities to apply these skills through all areas 
of the classroom. 

In Key Stages 1 and 2, students begin to move on from the Early Years curriculum, however 
their learning still has a very practical, hands on focus, drawing on teaching techniques from 
the EYFS. They begin to access their learning more independently and start to record their 
work in a variety of ways. The English curriculum is immersive and covers; responding to 
text, reading, writing and speaking and listening. Every class accesses daily phonics and 
reading sessions aimed at improving functional literacy skills and independence. Teachers 
follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’ framework to plan engaging and exciting phonics sessions. 
Students also have weekly Makaton lessons, teaching those who are pre-verbal or 
encounter communication difficulties a vital communication tool.   

The Secondary English curriculum at Ellesmere College, as with all subjects, is based around 
individual need and capability, with pathways identifying how teachers can best support all 
students to achieve their potential. 

Generally, the year will be split into 2 units each of Reading, Writing and S&L, but this may 
not be the case for all groups (such as HN and C&R). This will, as always, be dependent on 
needs and outcomes for the students. There will always be at least one non-fiction topic and 
one poetry topic per pathway, per year. 
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Whilst reading units will be specified within the curriculum, opportunities for developing 
reading skills should always be optimised. Any concerns over reading ability, within the 
context of the group, should be raised via the intervention route. 

 

Text Choices 

Chosen for their diversity and broad perspectives, our text choices are designed to meet the 
needs of students both academically and socially. We aim to broaden students’ cultural 
capital whilst also aiming to ensure those books are accessible and engaging, as well as 
being matching to need and capability. 

 

Groups 

In Primary, students are grouped within their classes, teachers will differentiate the learning 
and outcomes depending on the students’ abilities within their groups. 

In Secondary, students are placed into one of four Pathways. The aims and expectations for 
each of the Pathways is explained on a different document. Some students may move 
beyond their tutor group in order to access the best English curriculum for their needs. 

• Connecting and Responding/High Needs: At KS3 the focus will be on communication 

of need and interest within the comfort of the group, through a use of thematic units 

to support. From KS4, they will then focus on applying these skills beyond the 

classroom and then into the wider community (Post 16) to prepare the students for 

the most independent life possible beyond the college. Through KS4 and Post-16, the 

use of AIM Personal Progress and ASDAN Life Skills Challenges will be used to 

support and give structure to these outcomes; 

• Learning for Life: These students will follow thematic skills units at KS3 to provide 

them with a wide variety of competencies. They will then go on to take part in Entry 

Level at KS4 and then Gateway at Post 16. 

• Stretch and Challenge: At KS3, these students will follow thematic units that are 

focussed on pre-GCSE skills, with a view to GCSE English Language alongside Entry 

Level at KS4 and then Gateway at Post 16. 

 

Planning 

The subject lead will produce all long and medium-term plans. These will include overall 
success criteria for the units and, where appropriate, there will be links to the Ellesmere 
Steps. 

Teachers will base their planning around the needs of their individual groups, using the 
medium-term plans set out by the subject lead to guide them. Lessons will be planned to 
have a real life or practical basis where possible in order to help our learners to develop in 
to independent and proficient communicators. All learning will be revisited in order to 
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imbed previous knowledge and skills with an aim to work towards the mastery of the 
English Curriculum. 

 

Assessment Criteria 

For those working within in the EYFS framework they will be assessed against the Early Years 
Foundation Stage profile and progress will be shown through both moving through 
‘entering, developing and secure’ in each age range. Once a child is ‘secure’ at the age range 
they will begin to work towards the expectations in the age bracket above. 

Some students in KS1 will still follow the EYFS assessment systems, however once they have 
met the Early Learning goals they will begin to be assessed on the Ellesmere Steps. All 
students in KS2 and 3 will be assessed on the Ellesmere steps, which is a system that has 
been created with our students at the forefront.  

Beyond KS3, learners are assessed on the criteria for relevant qualifications. 

 

Home Learning 

There is no expectation that home learning will be completed but teachers may suggest 
relevant material to support classroom learning, such as wider reading. Students may also 
bring their reading books home on a Friday afternoon. 

 

Staff development 

Staff are actively encouraged to take part in CPD opportunities, regular training is offered in 
staff meetings and briefings and staff are welcome to ask for training in specific areas. 
Opportunities for development can be raised at any time by an individual teacher with the 
subject lead. 

 

Literacy Across the Curriculum 

Students in Primary access a thematic curriculum approach and therefore English is drawn 
into many different subjects. In order to access the world around them students need to 
learn basic communication skills and that is our primary aim. Ellesmere College aims to 
provide a high quality and relevant English curriculum to all students in order that our 
students can become a fully as a member of society as possible. 

As is mentioned in the National Curriculum, we strongly believe that literacy forms the basis 
for other learning and is integral to the success of students being able to comprehend and 
access the world around them: “Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, 
writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject. English is both a 
subject in its own right and the medium for teaching; for pupils, understanding the language 
provides access to the whole curriculum. Fluency in the English language is an essential 
foundation for success in all subjects.” 
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Reading 

All students have a daily reading slot with their tutor team and access the library at least 
once a week, this time is used to access and share texts, learn new, and imbed known, 
phonics skills and to encourage an enjoyment of reading. Reading is ‘the window to the 
world’ and helps our students to develop their cultural, emotional and social knowledge, it 
is a vital life skill and one that we embed throughout our curriculum. Texts are at the heart 
of the Secondary curriculum and are used a basis to understand and apply key skills as well 
as use them as a vehicle to understand the world. To make up for the transactional nature 
of the study at Post-16, a lesson a week will be used for book study, to ensure students 
don’t lose sight of the importance of reading for pleasure and the associated skills. 

For those students who are pre-readers we use a PECs based reading strategy. PECs (picture 
exchange communication system) is a communication tool that helps students with little 
language, or those that are pre-verbal, to communicate. It works on symbol recognition and 
can be completely tailored to all students’ individual needs. 

 

Interventions:  

At Ellesmere College we use the PM Benchmarking scheme to assess the appropriate 
reading level and age of our students. Should it be shown that students are not making 
expected progress in reading, or other areas of learning, then these students can be 
recommended for an English intervention. Part of the department’s development plan for 
20-21 is to further support teachers with the identification and delivery of Wave 1 (Tutor 
based) reading interventions. Furthermore, we are looking into a standardised intervention 
programme, Catch Up ©. 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Themes Marvellous Me! Toys Space At the zoo Lovely Leicester Julia Donaldson 

Primary 
Connecting & 
Responding 

Eyes, Nose, Toes, 
Peekaboo – DK 

Here We Go Round 
the Mulberry Bush 

– Sophie Fatus 
Spot Says 

Goodnight Eric Hill 

Find the Duck  - 
Usborne  - 

Illustrated by 
Stephen 

Cartwright 
Goodnight teddy – 

rag book. 
Francesca Ferri 
Things that go – 

bath book DK 
Christmas Songs 

Zoom to the Moon 
Kat Uno 

Goodnight Aliens 
Kat Uno 

Where’s the 
Astronaut – Ingela 

P Arrhenius 

Busy Zoo – Push, 
Pull and Slide book 

by Campbell 
Noisy Zoo – Sam 

Taplin 
Tanka Tanka 

Skunk- Steve webb 

Ciao Baby in the 
park – Carole Lexa 

Schaefer 
Busy Town – 
Rebecca Finn 
My First Busy 

Town – DK 

Toddle Waddle 
There’s an owl in 
my towel (lift the 

flap) 
One Ted falls out 

of bed 

Assessment EYFS Next Step Statements 

       

EYFS 

Head, Shoulders, 
Knees & Toes – 

Annie Kubler 
Marvellous me- 

Kathy Apelt 
Goat Goes to 

Playgroup – Julia 
Donaldson 

Spots Toybox- Eric 
Hill 

That’s not my 
teddy 

Father Christmas 
Needs a Wee – 
Nicholas Allan 

Christmas Songs 

Peppa in Space - 
Lauren Holowaty 

Space Song Rocket 
Ride – Sunny 

Scribens 
Roaring Rockets – 

Tony Mitton 

Dear Zoo – Rod 
Campbell 

Animal Boogie – 
Debbie Harter 
Bizzy Bear Zoo 
Ranger – Benji 

Davies 
 
 

Shark in the Park – 
Nick Sharratt 

Car Car Truck Jeep 
– Katrina Charman 

City Block - 
Christopher 
Franceschell 

Fox’s socks 
Rabbits nap 

Postman bear 
Hide and seek Pig 

Assessment EYFS Next Step Statements 

       

KS1 
 

Funnybones – 
Janet and Allan 

Ahlberg 
Let’s Make Faces – 

Hanoch Piven 
Our very own dog- 
Amanda McCardie 

Just Like Jasper- 
Nick Butterworth 

I love you blue 
kangaroo- Emma 
Chichester clark 
Kippers Toybox– 

Eric Hill 
Christmas Songs 

Here Come the 
Aliens – Colin 
McNaughton’ 

How to Catch a 
Star – Oliver 

Jeffers 
Beegu- 

Giraffes Can’t 
Dance – Giles 

Andreae 
Elmer – David 

Mckee 
The leopard’s 
drum- Jessica 

Souhami 
 

Baby Goes to 
Market – Atinuke 
The Elephant and 

the Bad Baby – 
Elfrida Vipont 

Claude in the city- 
Alex T Smith 

Stickman 
The Gruffalo 

A squash and a 
squeeze 

Room on the 
broom 

Assessment Ellesmere Steps Statements 

       

 
KS2 

 
 
 

A Brave Bear-  
Sean Taylor & 
Emily Hughes 

Super Duper You – 
Sophy Henn 

When I grow up - 
Colin McNaughton 

 

Everywhere Bear-
Rebecca Cobb 

Toys from around 
the world/ the 

past 
Stanley’s stick- 

Neal Lyton 
Christmas Song 

Aliens love 
underpants – 

Claire Freedman 
Man on the moon- 

Simon Bartram 
Zoom Rocket 

Zoom – Margaret 
Mayo 

Gorilla- Anthony 
Browne 

One night at the 
zoo – Judith Kerr 
Poo in the Zoo – 
Steve Smallman 

The Shopping 
Basket – John 
Burningham 

10 things I can do 
to save my world – 

Melanie Walsh 
On the Way Home 

– Jill Murphy 

Zog 
Spinderella 

Charlie Cook’s 
favourite book 

Poems to perform 
The paper dolls 

Assessment Ellesmere Steps Statements 

       

Year 7 
Themes 

All About Me 
My Home and 

Beyond 
Heroes and People 

Who Help Me 
Celebrations and 

Festivals 
My Pets and Other 

Animals 
My Choices 
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Year 7 
Learning for 

Life 
 

Ellesmere 
Steps- Up to 

Step 18 

Funnybones 
Exploring thoughts, 
feelings, emotions 

and opinions through 
diary entries and 

recounts. 

Treasure Island 
Describing a 

place/setting; 
character studies; 
plot outlines; and 

storytelling. 

The News: 
Features of the 

media- creating a 
news programme. 

Stories from 
different cultures, 

religions and 
backgrounds: 

Comparing and 
contrasting; 

exploring myths and 
legends. 

Creating non-fiction 
texts: Caring for 

animals; information, 
explanation texts. 

Dark Sky Park: 
comparing and 
contrasting text 
styles/purposes; 

giving my opinion 
and preferences. 

All areas of 
Ellesmere 

Steps 
assessed but 

with a 
specific focus 

on: 

Reading Writing 
Speaking and 

Listening 
Reading Writing 

Speaking and 
Listening 

 

KS3 Themes All About Me Healthy Lifestyles My Community My Environment Seasons Services 

KS3 
Connecting & 
Responding 

 
Ellesmere 

Steps – Up to 
Step 12 

The Rainbow Fish: 
Words linked to 

thoughts, feelings 
and emotions and 

personal pronouns of 
‘I’ / ‘my’; ‘we’ / ‘our’. 

The Treasure of 
Pirate Frank: 

Describing the 
actions and 

beginning to link 
verbs and adverbs. 

Anna Hibiscus’ Song: 
Words linked to the 
characters, events 
and surroundings; 

(using adjectives to 
describe them); using 

the text to develop 
empathy for 

characters and 
situations 

Elmer: 
Using words to 
describe other 

people and how they 
make me feel 

Out and About: First 
Book of Poems: 

Rhyming words and 
reading/ 

repeating poetry-
style text 

Burglar Bill: Drama. 
Acting out the story 

as a performance 
with set roles and 

lines. 

Assessment Ellesmere Steps Statements 

 

KS3 High 
Need (as LfL 

but 
differentiate

d 
accordingly) 

 
Ellesmere 

Steps – Up to 
Step 15 

 

Favourite People: 
Forming and giving 

reasons for my 
opinion; exploration 

of ‘favourites’ 

On the Way Home: 
Re-telling the story 
(or small sections) 

using images/words/ 
matching 

What we do: 
Introduction to the 
concept of a diary: 
Diary creation (with 

words/images/ 
matching); 

Communicate 
preference and 

opinion 

Ten Little Robots: 
Description & 
exploring my 5 

senses. 

Poems to Perform 
Rhyming words and 
reading/ repeating 
poetry-style text 

The Koala Who 
Could 

Tasks that involve 
working with at least 

one other person. 

Assessment Ellesmere Steps Statements 

 

Year 8 & 9 
Learning for 
Life/Stretch 

and 
Challenge 

 
Ellesmere 

Steps – Up to 
Step 18 (Up 

to Step 20 for 
S&C 

students) 

Extraordinary lives: 
Study of influential 

people from a 
diverse range of 

backgrounds 
What makes us 
extraordinary? 

Recalling information 
and identification of 
features of NF texts. 

Respond to questions 
about a text. 

 
Stretch and 

Challenge elements: 
Comparing and 

contrasting 

The Grinch Who 
Stole Christmas: 
Focus on healthy 

mental lifestyle and 
the things beyond 
food and exercise 
that make us feel 

good; giving advice 
 

Stretch and 
Challenge elements: 
Summarising; Peer 

assessment and 
feedback; 

commenting on the 
effects of language 

choice 
 

Diary of Adrian 
Mole: 

How are we exposed 
to thoughts; feelings; 

opinions? 
 What do we learn 

about him? 
 

Stretch and 
Challenge elements: 
Finding evidence to 

support 
understanding 

Descriptive writing: 
Using the 5 senses; 

identifying areas and 
improving on my 

work. 
 

Stretch and 
Challenge elements: 

Use of language 
devices to convey 

meaning 

I Am the Seed that 
Grew the Tree: 
Observations/ 

investigations of the 
seasons; poetic 

devices; creating 
poetry. 

 
Stretch and 

Challenge elements: 
Use of language 

devices to convey 
meaning 

Oliver and the 
Seawigs: 

The importance of 
perseverance, 
teamwork and 

problem solving; 
retelling a story 

 
Stretch and 

Challenge elements: 
Creating character 

profiles and exploring 
how characters are 

portrayed 
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All areas of 
Ellesmere 

Steps 
assessed but 

with a 
specific focus 

on: 

Reading 
Speaking and 

Listening 
Reading Writing Writing 

Speaking and 
Listening 

 

 

Inclusion and 
Diversity 
1 lesson 

Communication, 1 
lesson reading, 1 

lesson writing 

The Animal Kingdom 
1 lesson 

Communication, 1 
lesson reading, 1 

lesson writing 
 

Earth and Beyond 
1 lesson 

Communication, 1 
lesson reading, 1 

lesson writing 

   

KS4 
Connecting & 
Responding 

& HN 
(Differentiate

d in MTPs) 

Mahala’s Magic 
Pencil 

Great Women Who 
Changed the World 

OR 
Dream Big Little 

Leader 

Never Tickle a Tiger 
Otto Blotter the Bird 

Spotter 
Look Up 

The Dinosaur that 
Pooped a Planet 

Assessment AIM PP Criteria 

AIM PP Criteria 
** 

Communication 
booklet completion 

AIM PP Criteria 

AIM PP Criteria 
** 

Writing booklet 
completion 

AIM PP Criteria 

AIM PP Criteria 

** 
Reading booklet 

completion 

       

KS4 Learning 
for Life 

Poetry: 
Revision of poetic 

devices. 
Exploring poetry 

around ‘being 
different’ and 

creating/ 
performing own 

poetry 

The House with 
Chicken Legs: 

 
Orally retelling parts 

of the story, 
sequencing, recalling 
key facts and events. 

Wild Lives: 
 

Looking at 
conventions of NF 
texts. Create own 
fact file on chosen 

topic. 

The Iron Man: 
Conducting 

(Newspaper/ TV) 
reports; interviews; 

transcripts and using 
speech to talk about 

the events of the Iron 
Man’s arrival. 

Macbeth: Graphic 
Novel 

 
Implying and 

inferring information. 

Skills revision 

Assessment 
S&L Task  (My 

Favourite Book or 
Film) 

Entry Level Writing 
Task; 

(Task 2 – 
Monologue); 

Entry Level Reading 
Test: Fiction 

Places 

Entry Level Reading 
Test: Non-Fiction: 

Animals 

Entry Level Writing 
Task (Script); 

S&L Task (If Entry 1 
&2- Front Page 

News!) 

Entry Level Reading 
Test: Fiction 

Places 

Mock Gateway 
assessment/feedbac

k 

 

KS4 Stretch & 
Challenge 

(Unseen) Non-
fiction: 

Structural/ 
Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar focus, 
writing/speaking for 

a given audience/ 
purpose. 

 
Use a range of 
vocabulary and 

sentences structures 
for clarity, purpose 

and effect, with 
accurate spelling and 

punctuation. 

A Christmas Carol 
Explore how Dickens 

displays the 
character of Scrooge; 

Create various text 
types linked to the 
text- Diary entries, 
newspaper articles, 

eye-witness 
statements etc. 

Communicate clearly, 
effectively and 
imaginatively, 
selecting and 

adapting tone, style 
and register for 
different forms, 

purposes and 
audiences. 

(Unseen) Non-
fiction:  

Non-fiction unseen 
text extracts) 
Evaluate texts 

critically and support 
this with appropriate 

textual references. 

Jekyll and Hyde 
In-depth text analysis 

of 19th Century 
Fiction: Identifying 

and interpreting 
explicit and implicit 

information and 
ideas; Selecting and 

synthesising text 
evidence. 

The Curious Incident 
of the Dog In the 

Night-Time 
21st Century Fiction 

in-depth analysis: 
Compare writers' 

ideas and 
perspectives, as well 

as how these are 
conveyed, across two 

or more texts. 
 

Poetry (Power and 
Conflict) on 

completion of 
sample/ testing 

Skills revision 
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Assessment 
S&L Task  (My 

Favourite Book or 
Film) 

Entry Level Writing 
Task (Task 2 – 
Monologue); 

S&L Task  (If Entry 1 
& 2- Front Page 

News!) 

Entry Level Reading 
Test: Non-Fiction 

Animals 

Entry Level Writing 
Task (Script); 

Entry Level Reading 
Test: Fiction 

Treasure 

Entry Level Reading 
Test: Fiction 

Places 

Mock Gateway 
assessment/feedbac

k 

 

Post 16 
Connecting & 
Responding 

 
Post 16 High 

Needs 

WTE1: 
Participate and 

Respond to Literacy 
Activities to Develop 

and Awareness of 
Shops and Shopping 

WTE1: 
Find out About a 
Famous Person 

WTE1: 
Experience and 
Participate In 

Activities to Develop 
awareness of Self 

and Others 

WTE1: 
Communicate a Wish 

for an Activity to 
Stop or Continue. 

WTE1: 
Engaging with 

Supportive Objects 
Linked to a Story 

WTE1: 
Respond to and 

Engage with Literacy 
Activities to Develop 

Awareness of 
Transport and 

Leisure 

 

E1: 
Developing 

Functional Literacy 
Skills in Relation to 

Shops and Shopping 

E1: 
Find Out About a 
Famous Person 

E1: 
Developing 

Functional Literacy 
Skills in Relation to 
Awareness of Self 

and Others 

E1: 
Developing 

Communication 
Skills 

E1: 
Literature 

Appreciation 

E1: 
Developing 

Functional Literacy 
Skills in Relation to 

Transport and 
Leisure within the 

Community 

 

E2: 
Developing 

Functional Literacy 
Skills in Relation to 

Shops and Shopping 

E2: 
Research a Famous 

Person 

E2: 
Developing 

Functional Literacy 
Skills in Relation to 
Awareness of Self 

and Others 

E2: 
Developing 

Communication 
Skills 

E2: 
Reading, Listening & 
Responding to Texts 

E2: 
Developing 

Functional Literacy 
Skills in Relation to 

Transport and 
Leisure within the 

Community 

Assessment ASDAN Life Skills Criteria 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Post 16 
Learning for 

Life 
 
 
 
 

Reading 
Travel 

(Gateway Entry 1-2) 
Reading for Purpose & Meaning 

 
Be able to read 

straightforward texts. 
 

Be able to use simple 
reading strategies. 

Speaking and Listening 
Inclusivity 

(Gateway Entry 1-2) 
Listen and Respond 

 
Be able to listen and 

respond in verbal 
exchanges. 

 
Be able to extract 

information from verbal 
exchanges. 

Writing 
Journalism 

(Gateway Entry 1-2) 
Write Using Basic Punctuation & Spelling (E1) 

Write Accurately (E2)* 
See spec for differences: 

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/wp
-content/uploads/2018/03/Qualification-

Specification-English-E1-L2.pdf 
 

*Plus Engage in Discussion for those leavers 
who need the credits for full qualification 

Assessment 
Internal assessment 
focussing on existing 

gaps for Unit 1 

Completion & sign-
off of unit 1. 

Internal assessment 
focussing on existing 

gaps for Unit 2. 

Completion & sign-
off of unit 2. 

Internal assessment 
focussing on existing 

gaps for Unit 3. 

Completion & sign-
off of unit 3. 

       

Post 16 
Stretch & 
Challenge 

Reading 
Travel 

(Gateway Entry 3-Level 1) 
Reading for Purpose & Meaning 

 
See spec for differences: 

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Qualification-

Specification-English-E1-L2.pdf 
 

Speaking and Listening 
Inclusivity 

(Gateway Entry 3-Level 1) 
Listen and Respond 

 
See spec for differences: 

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/Qualification-

Specification-English-E1-L2.pdf 
 

Writing 
Journalism 

(Gateway Entry 3 – Level 1) 
Writing Accurately (E3) or Write with 

Accuracy (L1) 
See spec for differences: 

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/wp
-content/uploads/2018/03/Qualification-

Specification-English-E1-L2.pdf 
*Plus Engage in Discussion for those leavers 

who need the credits for full qualification 

Assessment 
Internal assessment 
focussing on existing 

gaps for Unit 1 

Completion & sign-
off of unit 1. 

Internal assessment 
focussing on existing 

gaps for Unit 2. 

Completion & sign-
off of unit 2. 

Internal assessment 
focussing on existing 

gaps for Unit 3. 

Completion & sign-
off of unit 3. 
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