
  
 

Ellesmere College 
 

GCSE English 
Hello everyone,  
              I hope you’re all ok and keeping safe. 
      This week we are continuing with our work on poetry. We will be looking at two more 
poems this week and then you’re going to have a go at comparing them. If you have access 
to the internet, you might want to listen to the poems being read aloud using these links: 
‘Stealing’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EuP8BINVckQ (this comes with a little animation 

that someone has created) 

‘Hitcher’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFOIqK_uAK8 (this one has a dramatization of the 

poem, but not much of one to be honest – it’s a good way of listening to the poem being read aloud 
though) 
If you get stuck on anything, or want to show me what you’ve done (which I’d love to see) 
you can always email me – asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk  
     As I’m writing this, the weather is a bit grey and miserable. The kind of weather that calls 
for a cup of tea and curling up with a good book. 
    On that note – I’ve finished my book! It was such a good read; really interesting and I 
have definitely learned a lot from it. The way it has been written makes it easy to read too. 
I would definitely recommend it. I’ve started on my next book now. This one is called ‘The 
Five’ and it’s about the victims of Jack the Ripper. If you’ve not heard of him, that’s the 
nickname that was given to a murderer in the late 1800s who was never caught. So, a nice 
cheery book! 
     Take care of yourselves. Oh, and……, you guessed it, wash your hands! 
 

Ange Smith 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EuP8BINVckQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFOIqK_uAK8
mailto:asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk


Lesson 1 

Starter: We’re carrying on with developing our vocabulary skills for our 
starter. You will need to spend 5 minutes writing down as many descriptive 
words as you can related to the picture. You will then need to spend 10 
minutes using these words to create either sentences or full paragraphs to 
describe the picture.   
 
Here’s today’s picture: 
 

 
 
Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 



 
 
The steps to success are the same each time we look at a poem; this is to 
help you establish a routine when looking at a text. 
 
It’s ‘Word of the Week’ time next! 
 
Have a look at the word of the week, write it down and then use it in a 
sentence. Challenge yourself and use it in two sentences! Maybe even try 
different tenses. 
 

 
 



This lesson is all about the poem ‘Stealing’ by Carol Ann Duffy. Before we 
start looking at the poem, I want you to look at the picture and think of all 
the reasons why someone might do this to a snowman. This should take you 
5 minutes: 
 

 
 

The next thing you’re going to do is read the poem. I want you to read it a 
few times; firstly, just read it in your head twice. Then I want you to read it 
out loud. You can do this as quietly or as loudly as you like, but poetry is 
meant to be read aloud – or even performed! 
 
As soon as you’ve done this, jot down what you think happens in the poem – 
you might want to break this down into lines or stanzas (e.g. Line 1-5 is 
about…..) rather than the whole poem.  
 
There’s a glossary of words you might not be familiar with just here: 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stealing  
 
The most unusual thing I ever stole? A snowman. 
Midnight. He looked magnificent; a tall, white mute 
beneath the winter moon. I wanted him, a mate 
with a mind as cold as the slice of ice 
within my own brain. I started with the head. 
 
Better off dead than giving in, not taking 
what you want. He weighed a ton; his torso, 
frozen stiff, hugged to my chest, a fierce chill 
piercing my gut. Part of the thrill was knowing 
that children would cry in the morning. Life's tough. 
 
Sometimes I steal things I don't need. I joy-ride cars 
to nowhere, break into houses just to have a look. 
I'm a mucky ghost, leave a mess, maybe pinch a camera. 
I watch my gloved hand twisting the doorknob. 
A stranger's bedroom. Mirrors. I sigh like this - Aah. 
 
It took some time. Reassembled in the yard, 
he didn't look the same. I took a run 
and booted him. Again. Again. My breath ripped out 
in rags. It seems daft now. Then I was standing 
alone among lumps of snow, sick of the world. 
 
Boredom. Mostly I'm so bored I could eat myself. 
One time, I stole a guitar and thought I might 
learn to play. I nicked a bust of Shakespeare once, 
flogged it, but the snowman was the strangest. 
You don't understand a word I'm saying, do you? 
 

 
Carol Ann Duffy 
 

 
 
 



Hopefully you’ve had a go at writing down what you think happens in the 
poem. We’re going to go through it now, but it’s important that you have 
attempted this by yourself. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The poem is written from the viewpoint of a character, but not a famous one 
like in ‘Kid’. Interestingly, this poem is based on something that Carol Ann 
Duffy experienced. When she was living in London, someone stole a 
snowman from a neighbour’s garden. This is what she said about it; 'I wrote 



the poem because it did happen and it obsessed me. I did think it was a wildly 
funny and original thing to do to steal a snowman because there was enough 
snow to make your own.' 

Using what you learnt last week about poetic devices, I want you to go 
through the poem, underlining or highlighting any examples you find. If you 
can, make a note about the effect of the device – does it emphasise 
something? Does it suggest anything about the character? You should spend 
about 10 minutes on this. 
 
You’ll find that this will help you with your next task. 
 
Now that we’ve started to look at the poem in more detail, let’s have a look 
at the types of language used: 
 

 
 
Using different coloured pencils or highlighters, go through the poem and 
see if you can find examples of each type of language. This should take you 
about 15-20 minutes as you’ll probably need to read through the poem a few 
times. You might have already found examples of metaphors, similes and 
alliteration from the last task. In which case, try to add some notes about 
what the poet has wriiten. 
 
The last thing we’re going to look at are the feelings and attitudes in the 
poem. Some of these link to the types of language. Have a read through this 
next slide so you have an overview: 



 

 
 
Using the information on the slide, I want you to find examples of the 
feelings and attitudes in the poem. You only need to write out one example 
for each – just an appropriate line of the poem is plenty. This should take you 
about 15 minutes: 
 

Feeling/attitude Example 

Enthusiasm  
 
 

Boredom  
 
 

Frustration  
 
 

Pointlessness  
 
 

 
 
We’ve covered a lot today, but there’s just one thing left and hopefully by 
now you’ve realised what this is; your feelings and attitudes to the poem.  
 
A quick reminder of the strategy we learnt to use last week: 



 
 
 
I want you to have a go at this yourself now. Use the strategy I’ve shared 
with you. This should take you 10 minutes, once you’ve had a think about it 
too. 
 
Time for you to think about our Steps to Success and your WWWs and EBIs 
now: 
 

 
 

 



 
 

You’ll find a highlighted version of the poem on the next page that you can 
use when checking your answers. Don’t worry if you don’t have all of the 
same parts highlighted, this is just to give you an idea of what you could have 
highlighted/underlined. 

 

Similes and metaphors     Sound effects     Conversational language 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stealing  
 
The most unusual thing I ever stole? A snowman. 
Midnight. He looked magnificent; a tall, white mute 
beneath the winter moon. I wanted him, a mate 
with a mind as cold as the slice of ice 
within my own brain. I started with the head.  
 
Better off dead than giving in, not taking 
what you want. He weighed a ton; his torso, 
frozen stiff, hugged to my chest, a fierce chill 
piercing my gut. Part of the thrill was knowing 
that children would cry in the morning. Life's tough. 
 
Sometimes I steal things I don't need. I joy-ride cars 
to nowhere, break into houses just to have a look. 
I'm a mucky ghost, leave a mess, maybe pinch a camera. 
I watch my gloved hand twisting the doorknob. 
A stranger's bedroom. Mirrors. I sigh like this - Aah. 
 
It took some time. Reassembled in the yard, 
he didn't look the same. I took a run 
and booted him. Again. Again. My breath ripped out 
in rags. It seems daft now. Then I was standing 
alone among lumps of snow, sick of the world. 
 
Boredom. Mostly I'm so bored I could eat myself. 
One time, I stole a guitar and thought I might 
learn to play. I nicked a bust of Shakespeare once, 
flogged it, but the snowman was the strangest. 
You don't understand a word I'm saying, do you? 
 

Carol Ann Duffy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alliteration of 

‘m’ 

The snowman doesn’t 

communicate, like the 

character in the poem 

Rhyming makes these 2 

words seem connected 

Doesn’t care about 

the effects on 

other people 

This metaphor 

suggest the 

narrator spoils 

things, and also 

that they feel dead, 

like a ghost 

Realises how 

pointless and silly it 

sounds 

Self-destructive 

and pointless 

Use of slang words 



Lesson 2 

Starter:  You should know what you’re doing with this by now, so here’s 
today’s picture: 
 

 

 
 
Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 
 

 
 
 
 



First, have a look at the picture below. What do you think is the ‘back story’? 
Where has this person come from? Where are they going? Why are they 
hitch-hiking rather than driving themselves? Write down your ideas. This 
should take you 10 minutes. 
 

 
 
The next thing you’re going to do is read the poem. Remember what I said 
yesterday; I want you to read it a few times; firstly, just read it in your head 
twice. Then I want you to read it out loud. You can do this as quietly or as 
loudly as you like, but poetry is meant to be read aloud – or even performed! 
 
As soon as you’ve done this, jot down what you think happens in the poem – 
you might want to break this down into lines or stanzas (e.g. Stanza 1 is 
about…..) rather than the whole poem. (Remember, stanzas are basically 
paragraphs – this poem has 4 stanzas) 
 
There’s a glossary of words you might not be familiar with just here: 
 



 
 
Just to confirm; this is not based on a real event in Armitage’s life! He’s 
created a character who becomes the narrator of the poem. And what a 
lovely character they are……! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
    Hitcher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Simon Armitage 
 
 
 
 

I’d been tired, under 

the weather, but the ansaphone kept screaming: 
one more sick-note, mister, and you’re finished.  Fired. 
I thumbed a lift to where the car was parked. 
A Vauxhall Astra.  It was hired. 
 

I picked him up in Leeds. 
He was following the sun to west from east 

with just a toothbrush and the good earth for a bed.  The truth, 
he said, was blowin’ in the wind, 
or round the next bend. 
 

I let him have it 

on the top road out of Harrogate – once 

with the head, then six times with the krooklok 

in the face – and didn’t even swerve. 
I dropped into third 
 

and leant across 

to let him out, and saw him in the mirror 

bouncing off the kerb, then disappearing down the verge. 
We were the same age, give or take a week. 
He said he liked the breeze 
 

to run its fingers  
through his hair.  It was twelve noon. 
The outlook for the day was moderate to fair. 
Stitch that, I remember thinking, 
you can walk from there. 



Hopefully you’ve had a go at writing down what you think happens in the 
poem. We’re going to go through it now, but it’s important that you have 
attempted this by yourself. 
 
 

 
 

 
I want you to go through the poem, underlining or highlighting any examples 
of poetic devices you find. If you can, make a note about the effect of the 
device – why do you think Armitage has used it? You should spend about 10 
minutes on this. 
 



Now that we’ve started to look at the poem in more detail, let’s have a look 
at the types of language used: 
 

 
 
Using different coloured pencils or highlighters, go through the poem and 
see if you can find examples of each type of language. This should take you 
about 15-20 minutes as you’ll probably need to read through the poem a few 
times. 
 
The last thing we’re going to look at are the feelings and attitudes in the 
poem. Some of these link to the types of language. Have a read through this 
next slide so you have an overview: 
 



 
 
Using the information on the slide, I want you to find examples of the 
feelings and attitudes in the poem. You only need to write out one example 
for each – just an appropriate line of the poem is plenty. This should take you 
about 15 minutes: 
 

Feeling/attitude Example 

Stress 
 
 

 

Detachment 
 

 
 
 

Jealousy 
 

 
 
 

Spite 
 
 

 

 
The last thing I want you to do is write about your feelings and attitudes to 
the poem. A quick reminder of how to do this: 
 



 
 
Now have a go yourself. This should take you around 10 minutes. 
 
Well done – you’ve done lots of challenging work today. It’s time to check 
our Steps to Success, WWWs and EBIs and then you’ve finished for this 
lesson. 
 

 
 



 
 

You’ll find a highlighted version of the poem on the next page that you can 
use when checking your answers. Don’t worry if you don’t have all of the 
same parts highlighted, this is just to give you an idea of what you could have 
highlighted/underlined. 

 
Contrasts          Violent language          Inappropriate remarks          Links 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Hitcher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Simon Armitage 
 
 
 
 
 

I’d been tired, under 

the weather, but the ansaphone kept screaming: 
one more sick-note, mister, and you’re finished.  Fired. 
I thumbed a lift to where the car was parked. 
A Vauxhall Astra.  It was hired. 
 

I picked him up in Leeds. 
He was following the sun to west from east 

with just a toothbrush and the good earth for a bed.  The truth, 
he said, was blowin’ in the wind, 
or round the next bend. 
 

I let him have it 

on the top road out of Harrogate – once 

with the head, then six times with the krooklok 

in the face – and didn’t even swerve. 
I dropped into third 
 

and leant across 

to let him out, and saw him in the mirror 

bouncing off the kerb, then disappearing down the verge. 
We were the same age, give or take a week. 
He said he liked the breeze 
 

to run its fingers  
through his hair.  It was twelve noon. 
The outlook for the day was moderate to fair. 
Stitch that, I remember thinking, 
you can walk from there. 

The narrator’s 

problems come to him 

via technology – the 

hitcher leads a simpler 

life 

Before he hurts the 

hitcher, the narrator 

hitches a lift 

The hitcher is relaxed and 

dreamy, unlike the narrator 

The violence is so 

shocking because it 

come suddenly – there’s 

no build-up to it 

Sounds like the narrator is boasting 

Another connection 

between the narrator and 

the hitcher, but it doesn’t 

matter to them 

Makes fun of the hitcher’s dreamy 

attitude 



Lesson 3 

It’s your last lesson of the week and, like last week, this one is based around 
pulling together what you know about the two poems you’ve analysed this 
week. 
 
Ok, straight into your starter. You should know what to do by now: 
 

 
 
 
 
Your WALT and steps to success for this lesson are: 
 

 



Let’s start with a little quiz to warm our brains up. You can refer back to the 
poems to help you answer the questions if you need to. You should write in 
full sentences and try to support your answers with quotes from the poems. 
This should take you around 10 minutes: 
 

1. What strange item is stolen in ‘Stealing’? 
 

2. Which poetic device is used in the first stanza of ‘Stealing’ when the 
‘m’ sound is repeated? 
 

3. Why does the narrator in ‘Hitcher’ feel stressed? 
 

4. What two things do the narrator and the hitcher have in common in 
‘Hitcher’? 
 

 
 
Hopefully by now you have a good idea about what the two poems are 
about. You’ve probably read them a few times and should have looked at the 
language in both in a bit more detail. 
 
To start comparing and contrasting the two poems (looking at what’s the 
same and what’s different), you’re going to fill in a fairly straightforward grid. 
You’ll need to have copies of both poems close by when you do this and I 
would suggest a quick read through of both before you start.  
 
Fill in as much as you can on the grid – don’t worry if you get stuck on 
something – you can always email me and ask. This is going to take you a 
little while – between 20-30 minutes: 

 

Areas ‘Stealing’ ‘Hitcher’ 

What the poem is 
about 
 
 

  

Voice of the poem (is it 
the poet? A character?) 
 

  

Themes (what are the 
main ideas of the 

  



poems? E.g. 
love/changes/conflict) 

Structure (How is the 
poem organised- 
stanzas, free verse?; 
Does the poem 
rhyme?) 

  

Tone (What is the 
overall mood of the 
poem? Does it change? 
How?) 

  

Poetic devices used    
 
 
 
 

 

 
You’re going to use the information you’ve gathered in the table to write 
about the two poems now. 
 
You’re going to need to think carefully about the things that are the same 
and the things that are different. Remember my suggestion last week that 
you could colour code your table – colour in the things that are the same one 
colour and the things that are different another colour. So, if you think the 
tone of both poems is the same, colour in this row one colour. 
 
Here’s the structure and key words to help you again: 
 

 
 
You can use the sentence starters, connectives and comparing phrases when 
writing about the two poems – just think carefully about which ones you use 
so what you write makes sense! 
 
Let’s have a look at an example paragraph: 



 
Both poets write about the theme of attitudes towards other people. The 
narrator in ‘Stealing’ is trying to explain themselves, which suggests that they 
want people to understand them, but then they also say “better off dead 
then giving in, not taking/what you want”. This quote reveals that the 
narrator is actually really selfish and doesn’t care about others. Similarly, the 
narrator in ‘Hitcher’ demonstrates that they don’t care about others through 
their actions of hurting the hitcher and leaving him for dead on the side of 
the road. Their attitude is then shown further when they make fun of the 
hitcher; “He’d said he liked the breeze/to run its fingers/through his hair”. 
 
You can see from this example that there’s comments that compare the two 
poems, whilst also discussing the poems separately. One of the most 
important things to note is that all of this is supported with quotes taken 
from the poems. 
 
You might have also noticed that I’ve used this symbol / This is to show 
where a new line starts in the poem. If you use a quote that goes over two or 
more lines, you need to use this to show you understand the words are from 
more than one line. 
 
Ok, you’ve got all the things you need to compare the poems. Choose one of 
the areas on the comparison table. It might be easier to choose the one that 
you feel most confident about. Now try to write a paragraph comparing this 
area across the two poems. If you can, try and do this for at least one other 
area.  
This should take you about 15 minutes. 
 
It’s time to check our Steps to Success, WWWs and EBIs and then you’ve 
finished for this week. 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 


