
  
 

Ellesmere College 
 

GCSE English 
Hello everyone,  
              I hope you’re all ok and keeping safe. 
      This week we are continuing with our work on poetry. We will be looking at our final 
two poems this week and then you’re going to have a go at comparing them. If you have 
access to the internet, you might want to listen to the poems being read aloud using these 
links: 
‘War Photographer’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sL5mX1YN9xQ 

‘Remains’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvjxgD4JVLQ (this one has a little animation, 

which shows some of the key images in the poem) 
If you get stuck on anything, or want to show me what you’ve done (which I’d love to see) 
you can always email me – asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk  
     In exciting (but very tiring!) news, I now have a little French Bulldog puppy. Her name is 
Betsy and she is hard work but so far, a good girl. Here’s a little picture of her: 

 
    I’m still reading my book about the victims of Jack the Ripper. Betsy has taken up a lot of 
my time so I haven’t read as much as I’d like to have, but even a page is better than nothing! 
     Take care of yourselves. Oh, and……, you guessed it, wash your hands! 
 

Ange Smith 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sL5mX1YN9xQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvjxgD4JVLQ
mailto:asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk


Lesson 1 

Starter: We’re carrying on with developing our vocabulary skills for our 
starter. You will need to spend 5 minutes writing down as many descriptive 
words as you can related to the picture. You will then need to spend 10 
minutes using these words to create either sentences or full paragraphs to 
describe the picture.   
 
Here’s today’s picture: 
 

 
 
Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 

 
 



The steps to success are the same each time we look at a poem; this is to 
help you establish a routine when looking at a text. 
 
It’s ‘Word of the Week’ time next! 
 
Have a look at the word of the week, write it down and then use it in a 
sentence. Challenge yourself and use it in two sentences! Maybe even try 
different tenses. 
 

 
 
This lesson is all about the poem ‘War Photographer’ by Carol Ann Duffy. 
Before we start looking at the poem, I want you to look at these pictures, 
taken in warzones around the world. Take 5 minutes to think about how the 
images make you feel: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

The next thing you’re going to do is read the poem. I want you to read it a 
few times; firstly, just read it in your head twice. Then I want you to read it 
out loud. You can do this as quietly or as loudly as you like, but poetry is 
meant to be read aloud – or even performed! 
 
As soon as you’ve done this, jot down what you think happens in the poem – 
you might want to break this down into lines or stanzas (e.g. Line 1-5 is 
about…..) rather than the whole poem.  
 
There’s a glossary of words you might not be familiar with just here: 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
War Photographer 
 
In his dark room he is finally alone 
with spools of suffering set out in ordered rows. 
The only light is red and softly glows, 
as though this were a church and he 
a priest preparing to intone a Mass. 
Belfast. Beirut. Phnom Penh. All flesh is grass. 

He has a job to do. Solutions slop in trays 
beneath his hands, which did not tremble then 
though seem to now. Rural England. Home again 
to ordinary pain which simple weather can dispel, 
to fields which don’t explode beneath the feet 
of running children in a nightmare heat. 

Something is happening. A stranger’s features 
faintly start to twist before his eyes, 
a half-formed ghost. He remembers the cries 
of this man’s wife, how he sought approval 
without words to do what someone must 
and how the blood stained into foreign dust. 

A hundred agonies in black and white 
from which his editor will pick out five or six 
for Sunday’s supplement. The reader’s eyeballs prick 
with tears between the bath and pre-lunch beers. 
From the aeroplane he stares impassively at where 
he earns his living and they do not care. 

 

 
Carol Ann Duffy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hopefully you’ve had a go at writing down what you think happens in the 
poem. We’re going to go through it now, but it’s important that you have 
attempted this by yourself. 
 

 

 
 
Carol Ann Duffy was friends with a war photographer. She wrote this poem 
for two reasons; so she could show how hard life as a war photographer is 
and so we would think harder about our own reactions to photographs of 
this sort. 
 
 



 
I want you to go through the poem now, underlining or highlighting any 
examples of poetic devices you find. If you can, make a note about the effect 
of the device – does it emphasise something? Does it suggest anything about 
the character? You should spend about 10 minutes on this. 
 
You’ll find that this will help you with your next task. 
 
Now that we’ve started to look at the poem in more detail, let’s have a look 
at the types of language used: 
 

 
 
Using different coloured pencils or highlighters, go through the poem and 
see if you can find examples of each type of language. This should take you 
about 15-20 minutes as you’ll probably need to read through the poem a few 
times. You might have already found examples of metaphors, similes and 
alliteration from the last task. In which case, try to add some notes about 
what the poet has written. 
 
The last thing we’re going to look at are the feelings and attitudes in the 
poem. Some of these link to the types of language. Have a read through this 
next slide so you have an overview: 
 



 
 
 
Using the information on the slide, I want you to find examples of the 
feelings and attitudes in the poem. You only need to write out one example 
for each – just an appropriate line of the poem is plenty. This should take you 
about 15 minutes: 
 

Feeling/attitude Example 

Order  
 
 

Bitterness  
 
 

Regret  
 
 

 
 
We’ve covered a lot today, but there’s just one thing left and hopefully by 
now you’ve realised what this is; your feelings and attitudes to the poem.  
 
A quick reminder of the strategy we learnt to use last week: 



 
 
 
I want you to have a go at this yourself now. Use the strategy I’ve shared 
with you. This should take you 10 minutes, once you’ve had a think about it 
too. 
 
Time for you to think about our Steps to Success and your WWWs and EBIs 
now: 
 

 
 

 



 
 

You’ll find a highlighted version of the poem on the next page that you can 
use when checking your answers. Don’t worry if you don’t have all of the 
same parts highlighted, this is just to give you an idea of what you could have 
highlighted/underlined. 

 

Religion                        Contrasts                     Apathy and indifference 

 

 

As an extension piece, you could try annotating the poem yourself. This 
basically means adding notes next to the words or sentences I’ve highlighted. 
You can use last week’s poems to help you with this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
War Photographer 
 
In his dark room he is finally alone 
with spools of suffering set out in ordered rows. 
The only light is red and softly glows, 
as though this were a church and he 
a priest preparing to intone a Mass. 
Belfast. Beirut. Phnom Penh. All flesh is grass. 

He has a job to do. Solutions slop in trays 
beneath his hands, which did not tremble then 
though seem to now. Rural England. Home again 
to ordinary pain which simple weather can dispel, 
to fields which don’t explode beneath the feet 
of running children in a nightmare heat. 

Something is happening. A stranger’s features 
faintly start to twist before his eyes, 
a half-formed ghost. He remembers the cries 
of this man’s wife, how he sought approval 
without words to do what someone must 
and how the blood stained into foreign dust. 

A hundred agonies in black and white 
from which his editor will pick out five or six 
for Sunday’s supplement. The reader’s eyeballs prick 
with tears between the bath and pre-lunch beers. 
From the aeroplane he stares impassively at where 
he earns his living and they do not care. 

 

 
Carol Ann Duffy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 2 

Starter:  You should know what you’re doing with this by now, so here’s 
today’s picture: 
 

 

 
 
Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 
 

 
 
 
 
First, have a look at the word cloud below. What do you think the poem 
‘Remains’ will be about? Why do you think that? 
 



 
 
The next thing you’re going to do is read the poem. Remember what I said 
yesterday; I want you to read it a few times; firstly, just read it in your head 
twice. Then I want you to read it out loud. You can do this as quietly or as 
loudly as you like, but poetry is meant to be read aloud – or even performed! 
 
As soon as you’ve done this, jot down what you think happens in the poem – 
you might want to break this down into lines or stanzas (e.g. Stanza 1 is 
about…..) rather than the whole poem. (Remember, stanzas are basically 
paragraphs – this poem has 8 stanzas) 
 
There’s a glossary of words you might not be familiar with just here: 
 



 
 
This poem is based on a soldier’s experience fighting in Basra in Iraq. The 
soldier suffered severe PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) as a result of 
his experiences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Remains – Simon Armitage  
 
On another occasion, we got sent out  
to tackle looters raiding a bank.  
And one of them legs it up the road,  
probably armed, possibly not.  
 
Well myself and somebody else and somebody else   
are all of the same mind,  
so all three of us open fire.  
Three of a kind all letting fly, and I swear  
 
I see every round as it rips through his life -  
I see broad daylight on the other side.  
So we've hit this looter a dozen times  
and he's there on the ground, sort of inside out,  
 
pain itself, the image of agony.  
One of my mates goes by  
and tosses his guts back into his body.  
Then he's carted off in the back of a lorry.  
 
End of story, except not really.  
His blood-shadow stays on the street, and out on patrol  
I walk right over it week after week.  
Then I'm home on leave. But I blink  
 
and he bursts again through the doors of the bank.  
Sleep, and he's probably armed, and possibly not.  
Dream, and he's torn apart by a dozen rounds.  
And the drink and the drugs won't flush him out –  
 
he's here in my head when I close my eyes,   
dug in behind enemy lines,  
not left for dead in some distant, sun-stunned, sand-smothered land  
or six-feet-under in desert sand,  
 
but near to the knuckle, here and now,  
his bloody life in my bloody hands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hopefully you’ve had a go at writing down what you think happens in the 
poem. We’re going to go through it now, but it’s important that you have 
attempted this by yourself. 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
I want you to go through the poem, underlining or highlighting any examples 
of poetic devices you find. If you can, make a note about the effect of the 
device – why do you think Armitage has used it? You should spend about 10 
minutes on this. 
 
Now that we’ve started to look at the poem in more detail, let’s have a look 
at the types of language used: 
 

 
 
Using different coloured pencils or highlighters, go through the poem and 
see if you can find examples of each type of language. This should take you 



about 15-20 minutes as you’ll probably need to read through the poem a few 
times. 
 
The last thing we’re going to look at are the feelings and attitudes in the 
poem. Some of these link to the types of language. Have a read through this 
next slide so you have an overview: 
 

 
 
Using the information on the slide, I want you to find examples of the 
feelings and attitudes in the poem. You only need to write out one example 
for each – just an appropriate line of the poem is plenty. This should take you 
about 15 minutes: 
 

Feeling/attitude Example 

Matter-of-fact 
 
 

 

Guilt 
 

 
 
 

Bitterness and anger 
 

 
 
 

 



The last thing I want you to do is write about your feelings and attitudes to 
the poem. A quick reminder of how to do this: 
 

 
 
Now have a go yourself. This should take you around 10 minutes. 
 
Well done! It’s time to check our Steps to Success, WWWs and EBIs and then 
you’ve finished for this lesson. 
 

 
 



 
 

You’ll find a highlighted version of the poem on the next page that you can 
use when checking your answers. Don’t worry if you don’t have all of the 
same parts highlighted, this is just to give you an idea of what you could have 
highlighted/underlined. 

 
Slang                                 Conflict                                Violence 

 
 

As an extension piece, you could try annotating the poem yourself. This 
basically means adding notes next to the words or sentences I’ve highlighted. 
You can use last week’s poems to help you with this. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Remains – Simon Armitage  
 
On another occasion, we got sent out  
to tackle looters raiding a bank.  
And one of them legs it up the road,  
probably armed, possibly not.  
 
Well myself and somebody else and somebody else   
are all of the same mind,  
so all three of us open fire.  
Three of a kind all letting fly, and I swear  
 
I see every round as it rips through his life -  
I see broad daylight on the other side.  
So we've hit this looter a dozen times  
and he's there on the ground, sort of inside out,  
 
pain itself, the image of agony.  
One of my mates goes by  
and tosses his guts back into his body.  
Then he's carted off in the back of a lorry.  
 
End of story, except not really.  
His blood-shadow stays on the street, and out on patrol  
I walk right over it week after week.  
Then I'm home on leave. But I blink  
 
and he bursts again through the doors of the bank.  
Sleep, and he's probably armed, and possibly not.  
Dream, and he's torn apart by a dozen rounds.  
And the drink and the drugs won't flush him out –  
 
he's here in my head when I close my eyes,   
dug in behind enemy lines,  
not left for dead in some distant, sun-stunned, sand-smothered land  
or six-feet-under in desert sand,  
 
but near to the knuckle, here and now,  
his bloody life in my bloody hands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 3 

It’s your last lesson of the week and, like last week, this one is based around 
pulling together what you know about the two poems you’ve analysed this 
week. 
 
Ok, straight into your starter. You should know what to do by now: 
 

 
 
 
 
Your WALT and steps to success for this lesson are: 
 

 



Let’s start with a little quiz to warm our brains up. You can refer back to the 
poems to help you answer the questions if you need to. You should write in 
full sentences and try to support your answers with quotes from the poems. 
This should take you around 10 minutes: 
 

1. What does Duffy compare the photographer laying out his photos to in 
‘War Photographer’? 

 
2. Why was the narrator in ‘Remains’ sent out to the place he shot 

someone? 
 

3. How does the photographer feel at the end of ‘War Photographer’? 
 

4. What words tell us that the soldier in ‘Remains’ is struggling with 
PTSD? 
 

 
 
Hopefully by now you have a good idea about what the two poems are 
about. You’ve probably read them a few times and should have looked at the 
language in both in a bit more detail. 
 
To start comparing and contrasting the two poems (looking at what’s the 
same and what’s different), you’re going to fill in a fairly straightforward grid. 
You’ll need to have copies of both poems close by when you do this and I 
would suggest a quick read through of both before you start.  
 
Fill in as much as you can on the grid – don’t worry if you get stuck on 
something – you can always email me and ask. This is going to take you a 
little while – between 20-30 minutes: 

 

Areas ‘War Photographer’ ‘Remains’ 

What the poem is 
about 
 
 

  

Voice of the poem (is it 
the poet? A character?) 
 

  



Themes (what are the 
main ideas of the 
poems? E.g. 
love/changes/conflict) 

  

Structure (How is the 
poem organised- 
stanzas, free verse?; 
Does the poem 
rhyme?) 

  

Tone (What is the 
overall mood of the 
poem? Does it change? 
How?) 

  

Poetic devices used    
 
 
 
 

 

 
You’re going to use the information you’ve gathered in the table to write 
about the two poems now. 
 
You’re going to need to think carefully about the things that are the same 
and the things that are different. Remember my suggestion last week that 
you could colour code your table – colour in the things that are the same one 
colour and the things that are different another colour. So, if you think the 
tone of both poems is the same, colour in this row one colour. 
 
Here’s the structure and key words to help you again: 
 

 
 
You can use the sentence starters, connectives and comparing phrases when 
writing about the two poems – just think carefully about which ones you use 
so what you write makes sense! 



 
Let’s have a look at an example paragraph: 
 
Both poets write about the theme of war or conflict. In ‘War Photographer’, 
Duffy uses the opportunity to comment on the public’s apathy towards war. 
We know this because it says “The reader’s eyeballs prick/with tears between 
the bath and pre-lunch beers”. This suggests that life goes on for the reader’s 
of the newspaper and it doesn’t really affect them. In contrast, in ‘Remains’ 
Armitage focuses in on the long-lasting impact war has had on the soldier, 
leaving him thinking about a looter he has shot. We know this because it says 
“he’s here in my head when I close my eyes”. The image of the looter’s body 
stays with him long after he has gone home on leave. 
 
You can see from this example that there’s comments that compare the two 
poems, whilst also discussing the poems separately. One of the most 
important things to note is that all of this is supported with quotes taken 
from the poems. 
 
You might have also noticed that I’ve used this symbol / again. Remember, 
this is to show where a new line starts in the poem. If you use a quote that 
goes over two or more lines, you need to use this to show you understand 
the words are from more than one line. 
 
Ok, you’ve got all the things you need to compare the poems. Choose one of 
the areas on the comparison table. It might be easier to choose the one that 
you feel most confident about. Now try to write a paragraph comparing this 
area across the two poems. If you can, try and do this for at least one other 
area.  
This should take you about 15 minutes. 
 
It’s time to check our Steps to Success, WWWs and EBIs and then you’ve 
finished for this week. 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 


