
  
 

Ellesmere College 
 

GCSE English 
Hello everyone,  
              I hope you’re all ok and have all attempted the work I set last week. Hopefully by 
now you all have a better understanding of the context and what life was like in Victorian 
times. 
      This week we are focusing in on the actual story of ‘A Study in Scarlet’ more closely. 
We’ll start by looking at what inference means and move on to look at the main characters, 
including Sherlock Holmes himself. You will have to do quite a bit of reading this week, but 
you can spread this out over the day if that suits you. 
If you get stuck on anything, you can always email me – asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk  
        If you fancy a change, the BBC have now launched Bitesize Daily, which you can find 
on the iPlayer. These are aimed at slightly younger students, but the 13-14-year olds one 
would be really appropriate. They only last for about 20 minutes and cover some key skills 
that would be useful for you to know or revise. If you fancy more of a challenge, BBC Four 
has a wide range of documentaries, which are subject based. Don’t just watch the English 
ones; find out more about History – the two subjects go hand in hand. 
     You could also take some time out to just read. I’ve managed to finish my book about 
Marianne Faithfull, and am now reading a history book. The author, Greg Jenner, works as 
an historical consultant on the Horrible Histories TV programme – random fact for you 
there! 
     Take care of yourselves. Remember to take one day at a time and, if you can, try to limit 
the amount of time you spend on social media. It’s a great way of staying in touch with your 
friends and family, but there’s also a lot of ‘fake news’ on there about the virus which won’t 
help anyone.  Oh, and wash your hands! 
 

Ange Smith 
 

 
 

mailto:asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk


Lesson 1 

Starter: You should spend about 15 minutes on this. You need to read the 
rule and look at the examples first and then try rewriting the sentences: 
 

 
 
If you manage to finish this before the 15 minutes are up, there’s more here: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 
 

 
 
Read this information about inferences first: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Talk through these questions with your parent or carer, then jot down your 
answers. This should only take you about 5 minutes: 
 

 
 
Unfortunately, we can’t talk to each other and share our answers, so I’ve had 
to guess what I think most of you would say: 
 

 
 
There could have been a million and one answers for each of these 
questions, especially number 3, which is why I haven’t even attempted to 
answer that one! 



 
 

 
 



 
 
Hopefully by now you’re starting to understand inference a little better. 
 
It’s time to look at our actual text, ‘A Study in Scarlet’ by Arthur Conan Doyle. 
 
I’ve explained what I want you to do on each slide. This should take you a 
good 20-30 minutes: 
 

 
 
 



**If you can’t read the text, you can use the actual story, which is here -  
https://www.ellesmerecollege.org.uk/images/Home_Learning/KS4/WC_20th
April/GCSE_English_A_Study_in_Scarlet_eBook.pdf You need to turn to page 
8, about half way down the right hand column. 
 

 
 

 
 
Time for you to think about our Steps to Success and your WWWs and EBIs 
now: 
 

https://www.ellesmerecollege.org.uk/images/Home_Learning/KS4/WC_20thApril/GCSE_English_A_Study_in_Scarlet_eBook.pdf
https://www.ellesmerecollege.org.uk/images/Home_Learning/KS4/WC_20thApril/GCSE_English_A_Study_in_Scarlet_eBook.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 2 

Starter: We’ve focused on punctuation so far, but we’re now moving on to 
grammar. 
You should spend about 15 minutes on this. You need to read the 
information and look at the examples first. 

 

 
 
There are more questions than normal and you have to complete each 
sentence and then write the tense (past, present or future): 

 
 
 



Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 
 

 
 
We’ll just have a quick reminder about inference first. You just need to read 
the next few slides: 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Now we’ve revised what inference means, let’s move on to ‘A Study in 
Scarlet’. 
 



 
 

 
 
You’ve got some questions next. These should take you 20-30 minutes: 



 
 

Questions about Chapter 1 and 2 
 

1. In which battle was Watson wounded? 
2. In which country was Watson stationed? 
3. What was Watson’s role in the army? 
4. Where was the London hotel that Watson stayed in while recovering? 
5. Who introduced Watson and Holmes? 
6. Name the five criminals Holmes could have convicted with his new test 
7. What musical instrument did Holmes play? 
8. What was the address of their lodgings? 
9. Who is the ‘rat-faced’ gentleman who visited Holmes regularly? 
10. What was the title of the magazine article that Watson dismissed as 

‘twaddle’? 
11. Who was the author of the magazine article? 
12. What job title did Holmes give himself? 
13. Name two fictional detectives that Watson compares Holmes with 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 1 and 2 answers 

1. Maiwand 
2. Afghanistan 
3. Assistant Surgeon 
4. The Strand 
5. Stamford 
6. Von Bischoff, Mason, Muller, Lefevre, Samson 
7. Violin 
8. 221b Baker Street 
9. Mr Lestrade 
10. ‘The Book of Life’ 
11. Sherlock Holmes 
12. Consulting detective 
13. Dupin and Lecoq 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



You should spend 20-30 minutes on this activity: 
 

Quotation What does it tell us about Dr 
Watson? 

“In the year 1878 I took my degree of Doctor 
of Medicine of the University of London, and 
proceeded to Netley to go through the course 
prescribed for surgeons in the army. Having 
completed my studies there, I was duly 
attached to the Fifth Northumberland Fusiliers 
as Assistant Surgeon.” 

 

“I was standing at the Criterion Bar, when 
someone tapped me on the shoulder, and 
turning round I recognized young Stamford, 
who had been a dresser under me at Bart’s. 
The sight of a friendly face in the great 
wilderness of London is a pleasant thing 
indeed to a lonely man.” 

 

“I object to rows because my nerves are 
shaken, and I get up at all sorts of ungodly 
hours, and I am extremely lazy.” 

 

“Oh! a mystery is it?” I cried, rubbing my 
hands. “This is very piquant. I am much 
obliged to you for bringing us together. ‘The 
proper study of mankind is man,’ you know.” 

 
(‘piquant’ means intriguing or interesting) 

 

“As the weeks went by, my interest in him and 
my curiosity as to his aims in life, gradually 
deepened and increased.” 

 

“… be it remembered, how objectless was my 

life, and how little there was to engage my 
attention. My health forbade me from 
venturing out unless the weather was 
exceptionally genial, and I had no friends who 
would call upon me and break the monotony 
of my daily existence.” 

 

 
By this point, you should have started to build a picture in your mind of Dr 
Watson and the kind of man he is. 
 
On a sheet of paper, draw an outline of a person, write ‘Dr Watson’ as your 
title and then label the outline with words that describe him. This should 
take you between 10-15 minutes. 
 
Well done – you’ve done lots of reading today. It’s time to check our steps to 
success, WWWs and EBIs and then you’ve finished for this lesson. 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 3 

It’s your last lesson of the week, and as you had so much to do last lesson, 
I’ve been kind this lesson and given you a little less today. 
 
Ok, straight into your starter. Again, this should take you about 10-15 
minutes. Read the first slide to understand what you need to do first: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Your WALT and steps to success for this lesson are the same as last lesson: 
 

 
 
A quick reminder of what inference means: 
 

 
 



 
 
You should spend 20-30 minutes on this activity: 
 

Quotation What this tells us about Sherlock 
Holmes 

Young Stamford looked rather strangely at me 
over his wine-glass. “You don’t know Sherlock 
Holmes yet,” he said; “perhaps you would not 
care for him as a constant companion.” 

 

 

I have no idea what he intends to go in for. I 
believe he is well up in anatomy, and he is a 
first-class chemist; but, as far as I know, he has 
never taken out any systematic medical 
classes. His studies are very desultory and 
eccentric, but he has amassed a lot of out-of-
the way knowledge which would astonish his 
professors.” “Did you never ask him what he 
was going in for?” I asked. “No; he is not a 
man that it is easy to draw out, though he can 
be communicative enough when the fancy 
seizes him.” 

 

 

“I’ve found it! I’ve found it,” he shouted to my 
companion, running towards us with a test-
tube in his hand. “I have found a re-agent 
which is precipitated by hœmoglobin, and by 
nothing else.” Had he discovered a gold mine, 
greater delight could not have shone upon his 
features. 

 



“I have to be careful,” he continued, turning 
to me with a smile, “for I dabble with poisons 
a good deal.” 

 

“I have my eye on a suite in Baker Street,” he 
said, “which would suit us down to the 
ground. You don’t mind the smell of strong 
tobacco, I hope?” 

 

I get in the dumps at times, and don’t open 
my mouth for days on end. You must not think 
I am sulky when I do that. Just let me alone, 
and I’ll soon be right. W 

 

Holmes was certainly not a difficult man to 
live with. He was quiet in his ways, and his 
habits were regular. It was rare for him to be 
up after ten at night, and he had invariably 
breakfasted and gone out before I rose in the 
morning 

 

On these occasions I have noticed such a 
dreamy, vacant expression in his eyes, that I 
might have suspected him of being addicted 
to the use of some narcotic, had not the 
temperance and cleanliness of his whole life 
forbidden such a notion 

 

His very person and appearance were such as 
to strike the attention of the most casual 
observer. In height he was rather over six feet, 
and so excessively lean that he seemed to be 
considerably taller. His eyes were sharp and 
piercing, save during those intervals of torpor 
to which I have alluded; and his thin, hawk-
like nose gave his whole expression an air of 
alertness and decision. His chin, too, had the 
prominence and squareness which mark the 
man of determination. His hands were 
invariably blotted with ink and stained with 
chemicals, yet he was possessed of 
extraordinary delicacy of touch, as I frequently 
had occasion to observe when I watched him 
manipulating his fragile philosophical 
instruments 

 

Yet his zeal for certain studies was 
remarkable, and within eccentric limits his 
knowledge was so extraordinarily ample and 
minute that his observations have fairly 
astounded me 

 

His ignorance was as remarkable as his 
knowledge. Of contemporary literature, 
philosophy and politics he appeared to know 
next to nothing. 

 

I see that I have alluded above to his powers 
upon the violin. These were very remarkable, 

 



but as eccentric as all his other 
accomplishments. That he could play pieces, 
and difficult pieces, I knew well, because at 
my request he has played me some of 
Mendelssohn’s Lieder, and other favourites. 
When left to himself, however, he would 
seldom produce any music or attempt any 
recognized air. Leaning back in his arm-chair 
of an evening, he would close his eyes and 
scrape carelessly at the fiddle which was 
thrown across his knee. Sometimes the chords 
were sonorous and melancholy. Occasionally 
they were fantastic and cheerful.  

Presently, however, I found that he had many 
acquaintances, and those in the most different 
classes of society.  

 

“Yes, I have a turn both for observation and 
for deduction.” 

 

I suppose I am the only one in the world. I’m a 
consulting detective, if you can understand 
what that is. 

 

I have a kind of intuition that way. Now and 
again a case turns up which is a little more 
complex. Then I have to bustle about and see 
things with my own eyes. You see I have a lot 
of special knowledge which I apply to the 
problem, and which facilitates matters 
wonderfully 

 

 
On a sheet of paper, draw an outline of a person, write ‘Sherlock Holmes’ as 
your title and then label the outline with words that describe him. This 
should take you between 10-15 minutes. 
 
It’s time to check our steps to success, WWWs and EBIs and then you’ve 
finished for this lesson. 
 



 

 
 

 
 


