
  
 

Ellesmere College 
 

GCSE English 
Hello everyone,  
              I hope you’re all ok and keeping safe. 
      This week we are continuing with our work on poetry. We will be writing an essay 
comparing two poems this week, but we’ll build up to that during the first two lessons.  
If you get stuck on anything, or want to show me what you’ve done (which I’d love to see) 
you can always email me – asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk  
     Betsy is keeping me on my toes at the moment. She has moments where she’s running 
round like a really fast rabbit and then other times she just wants to sleep on my lap! I know 
that some of you have pets too – I hope you’re enjoying having a bit more time with them. 
     I’m still reading my book about the victims of Jack the Ripper. It’s been really interesting 
to find out more about what life was like in Victorian times and imagine how we would 
have survived without some of the things we take for granted these days. I do hope that 
you’re all managing to do some reading. Maybe now the football’s back on you’re reading 
the match reports? Or reading articles about the Australian version of Love Island? 
Whatever it is you’re interested in, make some time to have a read each day if you can.  
     Take care of yourselves. Oh, and……, you guessed it, wash your hands! 
 

Ange Smith 
 

 
 

mailto:asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk


Lesson 1 

Starter: We’re carrying on with developing our vocabulary skills for our 
starter. You will need to spend 5 minutes writing down as many descriptive 
words as you can related to the picture. You will then need to spend 10 
minutes using these words to create either sentences or full paragraphs to 
describe the picture.   
 
Here’s today’s picture: 
 

 
 
Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 

 
 



It’s ‘Word of the Week’ time next! 
 
Have a look at the word of the week, write it down and then use it in a 
sentence. Challenge yourself and use it in two sentences! Maybe even try 
different tenses. 
 

 
 
This lesson is all about learning how to compare and contrast the poems 
you’ve studied. In your third lesson this week, you are going to spend the 
time writing an essay, which we will build up to today and tomorrow. 
 
Firstly, I want you to think back over the 6 poems we’ve studied and 
complete the table below. This should take you 10-15 minutes: 
 

Name of poem What it’s about Prove it! (Find a 
quotation from the 

poem) 

‘Kid’  
 
 

 

‘In Mrs Tilscher’s Class’  
 
 

 

‘Stealing’  
 
 

 



‘Hitcher’  
 
 

 

‘War Photographer’  
 
 

 

‘Remains’  
 
 

 

 
We’re going to start looking at how you compare and contrast poems now. 
Basically, you are looking at the similarities (things that are the same) and 
differences (things that are different) between two or more poems. 
 
Let’s start by looking at a Venn diagram. You might recognise this from 
Maths. It’s a way of looking at differences and similarities. 
 

 
 
As you can see, it’s just two circles that overlap. You use the overlap (where 
the red arrow is pointing to) to write down all the things that are the same 
about something.  

You then use either side to jot down all the things that are different about 
whatever you are comparing.  

 



Have a look at the example I’ve done of using a Venn diagram to compare 
bananas and apples: 

 

 

 
I want you to do this for the pairs of poems now, so you should end up with 
3 Venn diagrams; one for ‘Kid’ and ‘In Mrs Tilscher’s Class’, one for ‘Stealing’ 
and ‘Hitcher’ and one for ‘War Photographer’ and ‘Remains’.  

 

Think about what the poems are about, the ‘voice’ of the poem, any themes 
(e.g. childhood, war), the tone of the poem (this means the mood of the 
poem – e.g. nostalgic, gloomy, angry). 

 

This should take you 15-20 minutes.  

 
 
 
 
 



Time for you to think about our Steps to Success and your WWWs and EBIs 
now. You’ve had a little less to do this lesson, but that’s because I want you 
to spend a little longer on lesson 3: 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



Lesson 2 

Starter:  You should know what you’re doing with this by now, so here’s 
today’s picture: 
 

 

 
 
Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 
 

 
 
 
 
This lesson is going to build on what you did in lesson 1 by looking at how 
you can approach an exam question that asks you to compare two texts (in 
this case, two poems). 



It’s important that you understand why we are learning certain skills. You are 
all being entered for the GCSE English Language and the Entry Level English 
qualifications. Both of these have assessment criteria related to comparing 
texts: 

 
 

 
 

So, learning to compare two texts will help you to achieve both 
qualifications. See, there is a reason to work on these skills! 
 
Ok, now we’ve established why it’s worth learning and revising these skills, 
let’s make a start by reminding ourselves of the poems. 



 
Fill in the tables below (or draw them out on a separate piece of paper). Try 
to do this from memory, rather than checking your work from yesterday. 
This should take you about 15 minutes (5 minutes per table): 
 

Poem 1 Poem 2 Things that are 
the same 

Things that are 
different 

Kid 
 
 

In Mrs Tilscher’s 
Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Poem 1 Poem 2 Things that are 
the same 

Things that are 
different 

Stealing 
 
 

Hitcher  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Poem 1 Poem 2 Things that are 
the same 

Things that are 
different 

War 
Photographer 
 
 

Remains  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Your next task is to remind yourself of each of the poems. All of the home 
learning packs are still on the school website, so you can just go back into 
those if you need to. If you’ve saved your work from each of the weeks, it’s 
worth reading over your notes too. 
Don’t rush this bit – you don’t need to memorise the poems, but it’s useful 
for you to remember what each is about and possibly some key lines. You 
can always check back on your notes if you need to. 
 
Right, by this point you are hopefully confident with the poems and have a 
good understanding of the similarities and differences. We’re going to use 
that knowledge now to start thinking about how we would structure our 
answer to an exam question and what words and phrases we can use when 
writing the answer. 
 
Firstly, the structure of your answer. Now, exam questions can be tricky to 
answer (it’s kind of the point of them!), but if you can remember a way to 
structure certain answers, it will help to make things a little easier. 
 
Read through the next few slides, which tell you what you need to write 
about and in what order: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



When it comes to structuring your answer, you need to try and make sure 
that you are comparing all the way through. I found a really useful image on 
the BBC website. If you look at the two burgers below, you can see that the 
‘dry’ one talks about one poem and then another. There’s not much 
comparison there. 
In the ‘tasty’ one, the two poems are being compared throughout. Try to 
remember the ‘tasty’ burger image to help you with your structure.  
 

 
 
Use the introduction to explain which poems you are writing about and the 
conclusion to sum up your thoughts on ways in which the poems are similar 
and different. 
 
Let’s move on to the words and phrases you should use. You should 
recognise these, as you should have been using them each week during 
Lesson 3: 
 

 
 
Over the next few pages, you’ll find an example answer to an exam question 
comparing two poems (not the same poems as we’ve studied). Your final 



task for today’s lesson is to read through the answer, highlighting any 
comparative language used. You could also look at the way the writer has 
structured their answer. This should take you 15-20 minutes:  
 
Compare and contrast how ‘Futility’ and ‘Out of the Blue’ deal with the issue 

of death. 
This essay compares the way that Wilfred Owen’s ‘Futility’ and Simon Armitage’s ‘Out of the 

Blue’ deal with the issue of death. By focusing on the way that the two poets use imagery, 
structure, and language in interesting ways, this essay will show how both poems effectively 
convey the futility and horror of conflict.  

Both poets use imagery to offer their readers evocative and graphic images of death. In 
‘Futility’, Wilfred Owen presents his readers with the image of a dead soldier lying in the ‘snow’, 
his ‘sides / Full nerved, still warm.’ The words ‘still warm’ are especially emotive, alerting the 
reader to the fact that the death must have been recent, with his friends and comrades around 
him still in shock.  

In contrast, in ‘Out of the Blue,’ the death has not yet happened. The poem is told from 
the perspective of a man contemplating suicide as he stands by a window at the World Trade 
Centre during 9/11. Armitage writes how the speaker’s ‘white cotton shirt is twirling, turning’, as 
he prepares to jump out the window. This word ‘white’ has connotations of innocence and 
surrender, suggesting that the speaker is an innocent victim, surrendering to the reality of his 
impending death. Aural imagery is also used later on in the poem, with Armitage writing of the 
‘wailing’ sirens, thereby personifying them – it is as if they are people crying at the tragedy of the 
speaker’s death.  

The structure of the poems is another way the poets deal with the issue of death. ‘Futility’ 
is a sonnet – the structure of poems typically associated with love. Yet the poem is about death. 
Owen has therefore subverted the sonnet form, implying that death spoils what should otherwise 
be about love. Owen has also cut the poem into two stanzas, splitting it right in the middle of the 
poem. This is an atypical division of a sonnet, and the break in the poem’s structure mirrors the 
way in which the life of the soldier was cut short, broken in the middle of his life.  

Similarly, Armitage uses the structure of his poem ‘Out of the Blue’ to deal with the issue 
of how people felt about the deaths of the victims of 9/11. The lines in his poem are mostly of a 
similar length, until the penultimate stanza in which Armitage includes on single-word line: 
‘believing.’ By marking this line out in this way, Armitage reinforces the sense of astonishment felt 
by people who struggled to believe what they were seeing.  

Finally, both poets use language and punctuation to express the sense of futility and loss 
associated with death. The title of ‘Futility’ captures to overriding sense of uselessness and 
helplessness felt by the soldiers in the face of their comrade’s recent death. The unanswered 
questions asked in the final stanza suggest that there are no answers or comforts in the face of 
death; to the question ‘what made fatuous sunbeams toil… at all?’ there is simply no response. 
Moreover, the shifting depictions of the sun, from being ‘kind’ in the first stanza to being ‘fatuous’ 
in the second stanza express the shift from optimism to despair as the soldiers realise that their 
comrade will not be stirred – that death is final and hope is futile.  
 Likewise, rhetorical questions are asked in ‘Out of the Blue.’ Again: the lack of any 
answers conveys the thought that there are no ultimate answers when faced with death. He asks 
‘when will you come?’ hoping for a saviour to help him. But – just as there is nobody to save the 
soldier in ‘Futility’ – there is nobody, and no answer. The final line of the poem begins with what 
should be a question – ‘Do you see me, my love.’ – and yet Armitage chooses to place no question 
mark. By doing this, he suggests that the speaker has given up asking; resigning himself to the 
reality of his fate, he instead says these words a statement, more to himself than a question to 
anyone else.  



 To conclude, this essay has compared the ways that Armitage and Owen deal with the 
issue of death in their poems. Through the skilful use of structure, language, imagery and 
punctuation, the two poems, though they discuss different characters and different causes of 
death, have many commonalities, both sharing the view that hope, in the face of death, is futile, 
and the sense that in the face of death there are no comforting answers to be found.  

 

Well done! It’s time to check our Steps to Success, WWWs and EBIs and then 
you’ve finished for this lesson. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Lesson 3 

It’s your last lesson of the week and, in some ways, it’s fairly short – there’s 
only really one task. That task, however, is to write an essay-style answer to 
an exam-style question! 
 
Ok, straight into your starter. You should know what to do by now: 
 

 
 
 
 
Your WALT and steps to success for this lesson are: 
 



 
 

To help you with today’s task, you can use any notes you have from previous 
lessons. This isn’t a test – please think of it as having a practice. 
 
I’m giving you three choices for your question. You can choose the one that 
you feel most confident about. Think about the poems that are linked to 
each theme – which ones do you think you could write the most about? 
 

 
 
This is the tricky bit now – actually writing your answer. Remember to use 
the ‘tasty burger’ structure and the comparative words and phrases from last 



 

lesson – both of these will make it easier. Oh, and don’t forget to support the 
points you make with quotes from the poems! 
 
You should spend about 45 minutes on your answer and you should do this 
independently.  
 
It’s time to check our Steps to Success, WWWs and EBIs and then you’ve 
finished for this week. 
 

 
 

 


