
  
 

Ellesmere College 
 

GCSE English 
Hello everyone,  
              I hope you’re all ok and have all attempted the work I set last week. You should all 
have read Chapter 1 and 2 and learnt more about Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson. 
      This week we are focusing on what happens in ‘A Study in Scarlet’. This means we have 
a lot of reading to do. You’ll be looking at some key quotations again, using those inference 
skills from last week. 
If you get stuck on anything, you can always email me – asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk  
     Don’t forget that you can go on Education City to practice some key skills, watch the BBC 
Bitesize Daily sessions or even watch a documentary on BBC Four. I know that some of you 
have logged on to Education City and completed some of the activities, which is brilliant! 
Well done!  
     You could also take some time out to just read. I’m still reading my history book. It’s 
about the history of ‘celebrity’, which you think would be quite a modern idea, but actually 
goes back centuries!  
     Take care of yourselves. Hopefully you’ve got into some kind of routine now, are eating 
well and getting enough sleep. Try and get some fresh air each day if you can. Oh, and wash 
your hands! (I know I tell you this every week, but it’s my new catchphrase!) 
 

Ange Smith 
 

 
 

mailto:asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk


Lesson 1 

Starter: You should spend about 15 minutes on this. You need to read the 
information about homophones then copy out the sentences, choosing the 
correct homophone. 
 

 
 
If you manage to finish this before the 15 minutes are up, there’s more here: 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 
 

 
 
There’s a lot of reading this week, so there’s slightly less activities to make up 
for it. Have a look at what I want you to read this week: 
 

 
 



 
 
You should read through the summary of each chapter just to give you an 
idea of what happens in the overall story. This should take you about 15-20 
minutes and I would recommend talking through it with your parent or carer: 
 

 



 

 

 



 
 
Hopefully you’ve now got an idea of what happens in the story. I know it’s a 
little complicated, but if you keep reading the chapters and then go back to 
the overview above, it should make more sense. 
 
To help you understand each chapter a little more, we’re going to look at 
some key quotes. This lesson we will be focusing on Chapter 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
 
First, let’s have a quick reminder about what inference means: 
 

 
 



 
 
You should spend 20-30 minutes on this activity: 
 

Quotation What is happening? 
“We came here on business,” said 
Stamford, sitting down on a high three-
legged stool, and pushing another one in 
my direction with his foot. “My friend here 
wants to take diggings, and as you were 
complaining that you could get no one to 
go halves with you, I thought that I had 
better bring you together.” Chapter 1 

 

“Well, I have a trade of my own. I suppose 
I am the only one in the world. I’m a 
consulting detective, if you can 
understand what that is. Here in London 
we have lots of Government detectives 
and lots of private ones. When these 
fellows are at fault they come to me, and I 
manage to put them on the right scent. 
They lay all the evidence before me, and I 
am generally able, by the help of my 
knowledge of the history of crime, to set 
them straight.” Chapter 2 

 

“My dear Mr. Sherlock Holmes: 
“There has been a bad business during 
the night at 3, Lauriston Gardens, off the 
Brixton Road. Our man on the beat saw 
a light there about two in the morning, 

 



and as the house was an empty one, 
suspected that something was amiss. He 
found the door open, and in the front 
room, which is bare of furniture, 
discovered the body of a gentleman, well 
dressed, and having cards in his pocket 
bearing the name of ‘Enoch J. Drebber, 
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A.’ There had been 
no robbery, nor is there any evidence as 
to how the man met his death. There 
are marks of blood in the room, but 
there is no wound upon his person. We 
are at a loss as to how he came into the 
empty house; indeed, the whole affair 
is a puzzler. If you can come round to 
the house any time before twelve, you 
will find me there.” Chapter 3 

As he spoke, he whipped a tape measure 
and a large round magnifying glass from 
his pocket. With these two implements he 
trotted noiselessly about the room, 
sometimes stopping, occasionally 
kneeling, and once lying flat upon his face. 
So engrossed was he with his occupation 
that he appeared to have forgotten our 
presence, for he chattered away to 
himself under his breath the whole time, 
keeping up a running fire of exclamations, 
groans, whistles, and little cries suggestive 
of encouragement and of hope.  
Chapter 3 

 

“I’ll tell you one thing which may 
help you in the case,” he continued, 
turning to the two detectives. “There has 
been murder done, and the murderer was 
a man. He was more than six feet high, 
was in the prime of life, had small feet 
for his height, wore coarse, square-toed 
boots and smoked a Trichinopoly cigar. He 
came here with his victim in a four-
wheeled cab, which was drawn 
by a horse with three old shoes and one 
new one on his off fore leg. In all 
probability the murderer had a florid face, 
and the finger-nails of his right 

 



hand were remarkably long. These are 
only a few indications, but they may assist 
you.” Chapter 3 

“That seems simple enough,” said I; “but 
how about the other man’s height?” 
“Why, the height of a man, in nine cases 
out of ten, can be told from the length of 
his stride. It is a simple calculation enough, 
though there is no use my boring you with 
figures. I had this fellow’s stride both on 
the clay outside and on the dust within. 
Then I had a way of checking my 
calculation. When a man writes on a wall, 
his instinct leads him to write about the 
level of his own eyes. Now that writing 
was just over six feet from the ground. It 
was child’s play.” Chapter 4 

 

“There’s a half-sovereign for you,” my 
companion said, standing up and taking 
his hat. “I am afraid, Rance, that you will 
never rise in the force. That head of yours 
should be for use as well as 
ornament. You might have gained your 
sergeant’s stripes last night. The man 
whom you held in your is the man who 
holds the clue of this mystery, and whom 
we are seeking. There is no use of arguing 
about it now; I tell you that it is so. Come 
along, Doctor.” Chapter 4 

 

 
Time for you to think about our Steps to Success and your WWWs and EBIs 
now: 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 2 

Starter: We’re carrying on with homophones this lesson. 
You should spend about 15 minutes on this: 

 

 
 

If you manage to finish that before the 15 minutes are up, there’s more here: 
 

  
 
 
 
 



Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 
 

 
 
As you have so much reading to do this week, your main activity will be the 
same each day; reading key quotations and working out what is happening in 
them. 

 
 
 
 
  
 



You should spend 20-30 minutes on this activity: 
 

Quotation What is happening? 
“And who do you expect will answer this 
advertisement.” 
“Why, the man in the brown coat—our 
florid friend with the square toes. If he 
does not come himself he will send an 
accomplice.” Chapter 5 

 

At my summons, instead of the man of 
violence whom we expected, a very old 
and wrinkled woman hobbled into the 
apartment. She appeared 
to be dazzled by the sudden blaze of light, 
and after dropping a curtsey, she stood 
blinking at us with her bleared eyes and 
fumbling in her pocket with nervous, 
shaky fingers.  
Chapter 5 

 

“I’ll follow her,” he said, hurriedly; “she 
must be an accomplice, and will lead me 
to him. Wait up for me.” 
 
“Old woman be damned!” said Sherlock 
Holmes, sharply. “We were the old 
women to be so taken in. It must have 
been a young man, and an active one, too, 
besides being an incomparable actor. The 
get-up was inimitable. He saw that he 
was followed, no doubt, and used this 
means of giving me the slip. It shows that 
the man we are after is not as lonely as I 
imagined he was, but has friends who are 
ready to risk something for him.” 
 
Chapter 5 

 

“My dear fellow,” he cried, wringing 
Holmes’ unresponsive hand, “congratulate 
me! I have made the whole thing as clear 
as day.” 
A shade of anxiety seemed to me to cross 
my companion’s expressive face. 
“Do you mean that you are on the right 
track?” he asked. 
“The right track! Why, sir, we have the 
man under lock and key.” 

 



“And his name is?” 
“Arthur Charpentier, sub-lieutenant in Her 
Majesty’s navy,” cried Gregson  
Chapter 6 

“Well, my theory is that he followed 
Drebber as far as the Brixton Road. When 
there, a fresh altercation arose between 
them, in the course of which Drebber 
received a blow from the stick, in the pit 
of the stomach, perhaps, which killed him 
without leaving any mark. The night was 
so wet that no one was about, so 
Charpentier dragged the body of 
his victim into the empty house. As to the 
candle, and the blood, and the writing on 
the wall, and the ring, they may all be so 
many tricks to throw the police on to the 
wrong scent.” Chapter 6 

 

“The Secretary, Mr. Joseph Stangerson,” 
said Lestrade gravely, “was murdered at 
Halliday’s Private Hotel about six o’clock 
this morning.” Chapter 6 

 

The window of the room was open, and 
beside the window, all huddled up, lay the 
body of a man in his nightdress. 
He was quite dead, and had been for some 
time, for his limbs were rigid and cold. 
When we turned him over, the Boots 
recognized him at once as being the 
same gentleman who had engaged the 
room under the name of Joseph 
Stangerson. The cause of death 
was a deep stab in the left side, which 
must have penetrated the heart. And now 
comes the strangest part of the affair. 
What do you suppose was above 
the murdered man?” 

 
“The word RACHE, written in letters of 
blood,” he said. 
Chapter 7 

 

“There was a glass of water on the table, 
and on the window-sill a small chip 
ointment box containing 
a couple of pills.” 
Sherlock Holmes sprang from his chair 
with an exclamation of delight. 

 



 
Of the two pills in that box one was of the 
most deadly poison, and the other was 
entirely harmless. 
Chapter 7 

At that instant there was a sharp click, the 
jangling of metal, and Sherlock Holmes 
sprang to his feet again. 
“Gentlemen,” he cried, with flashing eyes, 
“let me introduce you to Mr. Jefferson 
Hope, the murderer of Enoch Drebber and 
of Joseph Stangerson.” Chapter 7 

 

 “Do you mean that we are going to die 
too?” asked the child, checking her sobs, 
and raising her tear-stained face. 
“I guess that’s about the size of it.” 
Part 2 – Chapter 1 

 

The name of Nauvoo evidently recalled 
recollections to John Ferrier. “I see,” he 
said, “you are the Mormons.” 
“We are the Mormons,” answered his 
companions with one voice. 
 
 “If we take you with us,” he said, in 
solemn words, “it can only be as believers 
in our own creed. We shall have no wolves 
in our fold. Better far that your bones 
should bleach in this wilderness than 
that you should prove to be that little 
speck of decay which in time corrupts the 
whole fruit. Will you come with us on 
these terms?” 
“Guess I’ll come with you on any terms,” 
said Ferrier 
Part 2 – Chapter 1 

 

Ferrier having recovered from his 
privations, distinguished himself as a 
useful guide and an indefatigable hunter. 
So rapidly did he gain the esteem of his 
new companions, that when they reached 
the end of their wanderings, it was 
unanimously agreed that he should be 
provided with as large and as fertile a tract 
of land as any of the settlers, with the 
exception of Young himself, and of 
Stangerson, Kemball, Johnston, and 

 



Drebber, who were the four principal 
Elders. 
Part 2 – Chapter 2 

Lucy Ferrier grew up within the log-house, 
and assisted her adopted father in all his 
undertakings. 
 
So the bud blossomed into a flower, and 
the year which saw her father the richest 
of the farmers left her as fair a specimen 
of American girlhood as could be 
found in the whole Pacific slope. 
Part 2 – Chapter 2 

 

Choked by the rising cloud of dust 
and by the steam from the struggling 
creatures, she might have abandoned her 
efforts in despair, but for a kindly voice at 
her elbow which assured her 
of assistance. At the same moment a 
sinewy brown hand caught the frightened 
horse by the curb, and forcing a way 
through the drove, soon brought her 
to the outskirts. 
Part 2 – Chapter 2 

 

Wherever stirring adventures were to be 
had, Jefferson Hope had been there in 
search of them. He soon became a 
favourite with the old farmer, who spoke 
eloquently of his virtues. On such 
occasions, Lucy was silent, but her 
blushing cheek and her bright, happy eyes, 
showed only too clearly that her young 
heart was no longer her own. 
Part 2 – Chapter 2 

 

 
Well done – you’ve done lots of reading today. It’s time to check our steps to 
success, WWWs and EBIs and then you’ve finished for this lesson. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 3 

It’s your last lesson of the week, and as you had so much to do this week, I 
thought I’d swap things around a little. More of that later….. 
 
Ok, straight into your starter. Again, this should take you about 10-15 
minutes. Read the first slide to understand what you need to do first: 
 

 
 

 
 
If you do manage to finish this before the 15 minutes is up, write your own 
sentences using the different homophones of there, their and they’re. 



Your WALT and steps to success for this lesson are: 
 

 
 
You should have spotted a difference in your steps to success today. For the 
last two lessons, I gave you the quotations and you had to explain what was 
happening. This lesson, you are going to find the quotations. (Don’t worry, I’ll 
point you in the right direction!). 
 
You’ll need to use the copy of the story which is on the school website here - 
https://www.ellesmerecollege.org.uk/images/Home_Learning/KS4/WC_20thApril/GCSE_English_
A_Study_in_Scarlet_eBook.pdf 
 
You should spend 30-45 minutes on this activity: 
 

Chapter (All in Part 
2) 

Page What happens Quotation 

3 43 John Ferrier is told 
that Lucy must 
marry the son of 
Stangerson or 
Drebber. 

 

4 48 Jefferson Hope 
helps John Ferrier 
and Lucy to escape 

 

5 50 Jefferson Hope goes 
hunting, but returns 
to find John Ferrier 

 

https://www.ellesmerecollege.org.uk/images/Home_Learning/KS4/WC_20thApril/GCSE_English_A_Study_in_Scarlet_eBook.pdf
https://www.ellesmerecollege.org.uk/images/Home_Learning/KS4/WC_20thApril/GCSE_English_A_Study_in_Scarlet_eBook.pdf


dead and Lucy 
taken. 

5 51 Jefferson Hope 
finds out that 
Stangerson shot 
John Ferrier dead 

 

5 51 Lucy is forced to 
marry Drebber’s 
son, but dies within 
a month of her 
wedding 

 

5 51/52 Jefferson Hope 
seeks revenge on 
Drebber and 
Stangerson 

 

6 53 Jefferson Hope 
explains that he is 
dying 

 

6 54-57 Jefferson Hope 
explains how he 
killed Drebber and 
Stangerson 

 

7 57 Jefferson Hope dies  
 
 
 

 
 
It’s time to check our steps to success, WWWs and EBIs and then you’ve 
finished for this lesson. 
 



 

 
 

 
 


