
  
 

Ellesmere College 
 

GCSE English 
Hello everyone,  
              I hope you’re all ok and keeping safe. 
      This week we are continuing with our work on poetry. We will be looking at two poems 
this week and then you’re going to have a go at comparing them. If you have access to the 
internet, you might want to listen to the poems being read aloud using these links: 
‘Kid’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNK-EVXEp-g (absolute bonus – this one is read by the 

actual poet, Simon Armitage!) 

‘In Mrs Tilscher’s Class’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nQ7UG7lnkY (this one has a bit 

of a dramatization with it, so make sure you have the poem to hand. You can stop watching once 
the poem has been read out, as it then goes on to someone telling you about the poem which you’ll 
find in the lesson anyway) 
If you get stuck on anything, or want to show me what you’ve done (which I’d love to see) 
you can always email me – asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk  
     As I’m writing this, the weather is amazing – very hot and sunny! If you have any outside 
space like a yard or a garden, do try and get out into it if you can. I’ve sat out in my garden 
reading quite a bit, with a nice cup of tea (yes, even though it’s really hot!). 
    I set myself the task of trying to finish my book over half term, but haven’t quite achieved 
it. I like to read before I go to sleep, but lately this has just meant that I’ve fallen asleep with 
the book in my hands! I hope you are all managing to read something each day – it could 
be a magazine, a newspaper, an online article, anything really. Just try and keep reading to 
keep your mind active. 
     Take care of yourselves. Oh, and……, you guessed it, wash your hands! 
 

Ange Smith 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNK-EVXEp-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nQ7UG7lnkY
mailto:asmith@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk


Lesson 1 

Starter: We’re carrying on with developing our vocabulary skills for our 
starter. You will need to spend 5 minutes writing down as many descriptive 
words as you can related to the picture. You will then need to spend 10 
minutes using these words to create either sentences or full paragraphs to 
describe the picture.   
 
Here’s today’s picture: 
 

 
 
Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 

 
 



It’s ‘Word of the Week’ time next! 
 
Have a look at the word of the week, write it down and then use it in a 
sentence. Challenge yourself and use it in two sentences! Maybe even try 
different tenses. 
 

 
 
This lesson is all about the poem ‘Kid’ by Simon Armitage. Before we start 
looking at the poem, I want you to write down everything you know about 
this pair and their relationship. This should take you 5 minutes: 
 

 
 

I promise this will make sense when we come to the actual poem! 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=batman+and+robin&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PQ3KBDEwqWVuXM&tbnid=1J7g_QHkTAN4hM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.destroythecyb.org/batman-and-robin-1-16-reborn-4707.htm&ei=TSM-UfaUEdCp0AXBzIDoAg&bvm=bv.43287494,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHtqpN4_jVsFRb-zOFW_kowxQSwmg&ust=1363113152042968


The next thing you’re going to do is read the poem. I want you to read it a 
few times; firstly, just read it in your head twice. Then I want you to read it 
out loud. You can do this as quietly or as loudly as you like, but poetry is 
meant to be read aloud – or even performed! 
 
As soon as you’ve done this, jot down what you think happens in the poem – 
you might want to break this down into lines (e.g. Line 1-5 is about…..) rather 
than the whole poem.  
 
There’s a glossary of words you might not be familiar with just here: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kid 

 

Batman, big shot, when you gave the order  

to grow up, then let me loose to wander  

leeward, freely through the wild blue yonder 

as you liked to say, or ditched me, rather, 

in the gutter ... well, I turned the corner. 

Now I've scotched that 'he was like a father 

to me' rumour, sacked it, blown the cover 

on that 'he was like an elder brother' 

story, let the cat out on that caper 

with the married woman, how you took her 

downtown on expenses in the motor. 

Holy robin-redbreast-nest-egg-shocker! 

Holy roll-me-over-in the-clover, 

I'm not playing ball boy any longer 

Batman, now I've doffed that off-the-shoulder 

Sherwood-Forest-green and scarlet number 

for a pair of jeans and crew-neck jumper; 

now I'm taller, harder, stronger, older. 

Batman, it makes a marvellous picture: 

you without a shadow, stewing over 

chicken giblets in the pressure cooker, 

next to nothing in the walk-in larder, 

punching the palm of your hand all winter, 

you baby, now I'm the real boy wonder. 

 

Simon Armitage 
 
 

 
 



Hopefully you’ve had a go at writing down what you think happens in the 
poem. We’re going to go through it now, but it’s important that you have 
attempted this by yourself. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Remember, Batman and Robin are characters. Simon Armitage has used 
them to stand for a young person who’s been deserted by the person who 
was supposed to look after him.  
 



Using what you learnt last week about poetic devices, I want you to go 
through the poem, underlining or highlighting any examples you find. If you 
can, make a note about the effect of the device – does it emphasise 
something? Does it reflect the changes to Robin’s character? You should 
spend about 10 minutes on this. 
 
Finding poetic devices is a great skill to have – the more we do this, the 
quicker you’ll become. A lot of the poetic devices we’ve learnt about can be 
used in other kinds of writing too, so the more we practice, the better! 
 
Now that we’ve started to look at the poem in more detail, let’s have a look 
at the types of language used: 
 

 
 
Using different coloured pencils or highlighters, go through the poem and 
see if you can find examples of each type of language. This should take you 
about 15-20 minutes as you’ll probably need to read through the poem a few 
times. 
 
The last thing we’re going to look at are the feelings and attitudes in the 
poem. Some of these link to the types of language. Have a read through this 
next slide so you have an overview: 
 



 
 
Using the information on the slide, I want you to find examples of the 
feelings and attitudes in the poem. You only need to write out one example 
for each – just an appropriate line of the poem is plenty. This should take you 
about 15 minutes: 
 

Feeling/attitude Example 

Anger  
 
 

Defiance  
 
 

Pride  
 
 

Pleasure  
 
 

 
 
We’ve covered a lot today, but there’s just one thing left and this is the thing 
that most students struggle with; your feelings and attitudes to the poem. It 
sounds easy enough doesn’t it? “I like it because…” “I don’t like it because…”, 
however, I want to take you through a way of doing this that will help you to 
maximise your marks in the exams next year. 



 
 
Here’s an example: 
 
When the Robin character says “I’m not playing ball boy any longer”, I 
admire his determination. He feels very badly treated by “Batman”, but 
instead of wallowing in self-pity, he has done something about it. I think that 
shows a lot of courage and self-belief. 
 
You might thing something completely different to this – that’s absolutely 
fine. Remember, it’s your feelings and attitudes. 
 
I want you to have a go at this yourself now. Use the strategy I’ve shared 
with you. This should take you 10 minutes, once you’ve had a think about it 
too. 
 
Time for you to think about our Steps to Success and your WWWs and EBIs 
now: 
 



 
 

 

 
 

You’ll find a highlighted version of the poem on the next page that you can 
use when checking your answers. Don’t worry if you don’t have all of the 
same parts highlighted, this is just to give you an idea of what you could have 
highlighted/underlined. 

 

Language about loneliness     Clichés     Bitterness and sarcasm 



 

Kid 

 

Batman, big shot, when you gave the order  

to grow up, then let me loose to wander  

leeward, freely through the wild blue yonder 

as you liked to say, or ditched me, rather,  

in the gutter ... well, I turned the corner. 

Now I've scotched that 'he was like a father 

to me' rumour, sacked it, blown the cover 

on that 'he was like an elder brother' 

story, let the cat out on that caper 

with the married woman, how you took her 

downtown on expenses in the motor. 

Holy robin-redbreast-nest-egg-shocker! 

Holy roll-me-over-in the-clover, 

I'm not playing ball boy any longer 

Batman, now I've doffed that off-the-shoulder 

Sherwood-Forest-green and scarlet number 

for a pair of jeans and crew-neck jumper; 

now I'm taller, harder, stronger, older.  

Batman, it makes a marvellous picture:  

you without a shadow, stewing over 

chicken giblets in the pressure cooker, 

next to nothing in the walk-in larder, 

punching the palm of your hand all winter, 

you baby, now I'm the real boy wonder. 

 

Simon Armitage 
 
 

Alliteration 

emphasises sarcasm 

and contempt 

Batman claimed he 

was giving Robin his 

freedom 

Robin felt scared and 

alone 

Batman was supposed to 

catch criminals, but these 

phrases make it sound like 

he’s the criminal 

Robin was always called the 

“boy wonder”, but now it has 

new meaning – Robin’s in 

charge now 

Without Robin, 

Batman’s alone 

Normal clothes show 

he’s grown up and 

he’s living in the real 

world now 

Rhyme and rhythm make 

these words reflect Robin’s 

new strength and energy 



Lesson 2 

Starter:  You should know what you’re doing with this by now, so here’s 
today’s picture: 
 

 

 
 
Here’s our WALT (We Are Learning To) and steps to success: 
 

 
 



You may have noticed that our steps to success are the same as yesterday – 
there’s a reason for that! We’re going to be following the same pattern with 
each poem we look at so that you can focus in on the poem rather than 
worry about the task as you’ll be so used to it. 
 
First, have a look at the picture below. It’s from a school in the 1960s. Can 
you list all the things that are the same and all the things that are different 
between this picture and school nowadays? This should take you 10 minutes. 
 

 
 
The next thing you’re going to do is read the poem. Remember what I said 
yesterday; I want you to read it a few times; firstly, just read it in your head 
twice. Then I want you to read it out loud. You can do this as quietly or as 
loudly as you like, but poetry is meant to be read aloud – or even performed! 
 
As soon as you’ve done this, jot down what you think happens in the poem – 
you might want to break this down into stanzas (e.g. Stanza 1 is about…..) 
rather than the whole poem. (Remember, stanzas are basically paragraphs – 
this poem has 4 stanzas) 
 
There’s a glossary of words you might not be familiar with just here: 
 



 
 
This poem doesn’t use a character as such. Mrs Tilscher was a real teacher of 
Carol Ann Duffy, so this is based on actual experiences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

In Mrs Tilscher's Class  
 
You could travel up the Blue Nile 
with your finger, tracing the route 
while Mrs Tilscher chanted the scenery. 
Tana. Ethiopia. Khartoum. Aswân. 
That for an hour, then a skittle of milk 
and the chalky Pyramids rubbed into dust. 
A window opened with a long pole. 
The laugh of a bell swung by a running child.  

This was better than home. Enthralling books. 
The classroom glowed like a sweet shop. 
Sugar paper. Coloured shapes. Brady and Hindley 
faded, like the faint, uneasy smudge of a mistake. 
Mrs Tilscher loved you. Some mornings, you found 
she'd left a good gold star by your name. 
The scent of a pencil slowly, carefully, shaved. 
A xylophone's nonsense heard from another form.  

Over the Easter term, the inky tadpoles changed 
from commas into exclamation marks. Three frogs 
hopped in the playground, freed by a dunce, 
followed by a line of kids, jumping and croaking 
away from the lunch queue. A rough boy 
told you how you were born. You kicked him, but stared 
at your parents, appalled, when you got back home.  

That feverish July, the air tasted of electricity. 
A tangible alarm made you always untidy, hot, 
fractious under the heavy, sexy sky. You asked her 
how you were born and Mrs Tilscher smiled, 
then turned away. Reports were handed out. 
You ran through the gates, impatient to be grown, 
as the sky split open into a thunderstorm. 

 
Carol Ann Duffy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hopefully you’ve had a go at writing down what you think happens in the 
poem. We’re going to go through it now, but it’s important that you have 
attempted this by yourself. 
 

 
 

 
 
I want you to go through the poem, underlining or highlighting any examples 
of poetic devices you find. If you can, make a note about the effect of the 
device – why do you think Duffy has used it? You should spend about 10 
minutes on this. 
 



Now that we’ve started to look at the poem in more detail, let’s have a look 
at the types of language used: 
 

 
 
Using different coloured pencils or highlighters, go through the poem and 
see if you can find examples of each type of language. This should take you 
about 15-20 minutes as you’ll probably need to read through the poem a few 
times. 
 
The last thing we’re going to look at are the feelings and attitudes in the 
poem. Some of these link to the types of language. Have a read through this 
next slide so you have an overview: 
 



 
 
Using the information on the slide, I want you to find examples of the 
feelings and attitudes in the poem. You only need to write out one example 
for each – just an appropriate line of the poem is plenty. This should take you 
about 15 minutes: 
 

Feeling/attitude Example 

Nostalgia 
 
 

 

Innocence 
 
 

 

Frustration 
 
 

 

 
Like yesterday, the last thing I want you to do is write about your feelings 
and attitudes to the poem. A quick reminder of how to do this: 
 



 
 
Now have a go yourself. This should take you around 10 minutes. 
 
Well done – you’ve done lots of challenging work today. It’s time to check 
our Steps to Success, WWWs and EBIs and then you’ve finished for this 
lesson. 
 

 
 



 
 

You’ll find a highlighted version of the poem on the next page that you can 
use when checking your answers. Don’t worry if you don’t have all of the 
same parts highlighted, this is just to give you an idea of what you could have 
highlighted/underlined. 

 
Senses               Language about education                Frustration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In Mrs Tilscher's Class  
 
You could travel up the Blue Nile 
with your finger, tracing the route 
while Mrs Tilscher chanted the scenery. 
Tana. Ethiopia. Khartoum. Aswân. 
That for an hour, then a skittle of milk 
and the chalky Pyramids rubbed into dust. 
A window opened with a long pole. 
The laugh of a bell swung by a running child.  

This was better than home. Enthralling books. 
The classroom glowed like a sweet shop.  
Sugar paper. Coloured shapes. Brady and Hindley 
faded, like the faint, uneasy smudge of a mistake. 
Mrs Tilscher loved you. Some mornings, you found 
she'd left a good gold star by your name. 
The scent of a pencil slowly, carefully, shaved. 
A xylophone's nonsense heard from another form.  

Over the Easter term, the inky tadpoles changed 
from commas into exclamation marks. Three frogs 
hopped in the playground, freed by a dunce,  
followed by a line of kids, jumping and croaking 
away from the lunch queue. A rough boy 
told you how you were born. You kicked him, but stared 
at your parents, appalled, when you got back home.  

That feverish July, the air tasted of electricity. 
A tangible alarm made you always untidy, hot, 
fractious under the heavy, sexy sky. You asked her 
how you were born and Mrs Tilscher smiled,  
then turned away. Reports were handed out. 
You ran through the gates, impatient to be grown, 
as the sky split open into a thunderstorm. 
 

Carol Ann Duffy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The personification 

of the bell makes 

school sound fun 

‘Chanted’ suggests 

that the teacher is 

singing. 

The metaphor of the 

tadpoles, linked to the 

school-based punctuation, 

shows that the children 

are growing up. 

The narrator is 

unable to deal with 

the emotions, so 

reacts physically 

This simile makes 

the classroom sound 

like an exciting place 

This metaphor 

suggests danger but 

also excitement. 

Metaphor represents 

the dramatic feelings of 

growing up 



Lesson 3 

It’s your last lesson of the week and this one is based around pulling together 
what you know about the two poems you’ve analysed this week. 
 
Ok, straight into your starter. You should know what to do by now: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Your WALT and steps to success for this lesson are: 
 

 
 
 
Let’s start with a little quiz to warm our brains up. You can refer back to the 
poems to help you answer the questions if you need to. You should write in 
full sentences and try to support your answers with quotes from the poems. 
This should take you around 10 minutes: 
 

1. Which two famous characters does Armitage use in ‘Kid’? 
 

2. What kinds of feelings are shown in ‘Kid’? 
 

3. Who is Mrs Tilscher? 
 

4. What does the narrator find out about in ‘In Mrs Tilscher’s class’ that 
makes them kick a boy? 
 

5. What poetic devices do the two poets use in these poems? 
 

 
 
 
Hopefully by now you have a good idea about what the two poems are 
about. You’ve probably read them a few times and should have looked at the 
language in both in a bit more detail. 



 
To start comparing and contrasting the two poems (looking at what’s the 
same and what’s different), you’re going to fill in a fairly straightforward grid. 
You’ll need to have copies of both poems close by when you do this and I 
would suggest a quick read through of both before you start.  
 
Fill in as much as you can on the grid – don’t worry if you get stuck on 
something – you can always email me and ask. This is going to take you a 
little while – between 20-30 minutes: 

 

Areas ‘Kid’ ‘In Mrs Tilscher’s Class’ 

What the poem is 
about 
 
 

  

Voice of the poem (is it 
the poet? A character?) 
 

  

Themes (what are the 
main ideas of the 
poems? E.g. 
love/changes/conflict) 

  

Structure (How is the 
poem organised- 
stanzas, free verse?; 
Does the poem 
rhyme?) 

  

Tone (What is the 
overall mood of the 
poem? Does it change? 
How?) 

  

Poetic devices used    
 
 
 
 

 

 
You’re going to use the information you’ve gathered in the table to write 
about the two poems now. 
 



You’re going to need to think carefully about the things that are the same 
and the things that are different. You could colour code your table – colour 
in the things that are the same one colour and the things that are different 
another colour. So, if you think the tone of both poems is the same, colour in 
this row one colour. 
 
Before you start writing about the poems, it’s useful to have some structure 
and some key words that you can use: 
 

 
 
You can use the sentence starters, connectives and comparing phrases when 
writing about the two poems – just think carefully about which ones you use 
so what you write makes sense! 
 
Let’s have a look at an example paragraph: 
 
Both poets write about the theme of growing up. In ‘Kid’, the character of 
Robin is bitter at the way Batman has treated him. I know this because it says 
‘ditched me….in the gutter’. Batman has treated him like dirt which has 
almost forced Robin to grow up quickly. The theme is treated differently in ‘In 
Mrs Tilscher’s Class’, where, by the end of the poem, the children are almost 
desperate to escape their childhood. I know this because it says ‘You ran 
through the gates, impatient to be grown’. This shows that the children just 
want to grow up now. 
 
You can see from this example that there’s comments that compare the two 
poems, whilst also discussing the poems separately. One of the most 
important things to note is that all of this is supported with quotes taken 
from the poems. 
 
Ok, you’ve got all the things you need to compare the poems. Choose one of 
the areas on the comparison table. It might be easier to choose the one that 
you feel most confident about. Now try to write a paragraph comparing this 



 

area across the two poems. If you can, try and do this for at least one other 
area.  
This should take you about 15 minutes. 
 
It’s time to check our Steps to Success, WWWs and EBIs and then you’ve 
finished for this week. 
 

 
 
 

 
 


