
 

 
Here’s a little reminder of how your English work is divided up! 

 

 
 
Tasks will also be sorted into: 
Green- Everyone can do 
Blue- Most can do 
Purple- Some can do. 
Work your way through the tasks to see how far you get. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday 4th May- Writing to Communicate 
 
Equipment: Laptop or tablet; dictionary or online search engine; pen and 
paper 
Task 1: Dictionary work: 
Use either a dictionary or a search engine such as Google to find definitions 
for the words highlighted in yellow in the table. This may help you to 
complete Task 2. 
 
Task 2: Matching the purpose: 
You have been learning about various sources of information. Complete the 
table by drawing a line to match the purposes of the texts- they are all 
jumbled up! 
One has been done for you. 
 

Text type Purpose 

Newspapers To inform the reader about the topic which tends to be 
around support, some kind of service such as window 
cleaning or a place, like a zoo or water park. It will contain 
key information such as prices, directions and maybe maps. 

Magazines To inform the reader about things that have happened in 
the area, the country or the world. 

Leaflets Written to a person or group of people for reasons such as 
informing them of something, asking them to do something 
or making an enquiry. 

Emails To inform the reader about the topic, which is likely to be 
an area of interest such as celebrities, travelling, sports or 
gaming. 

 
We are going to start looking at creating your own newspaper articles. 
Together we will write about local communities clapping for the NHS. You 
will then go on to work on an article of your choice. 
 
Firstly, we need to think of a headline. Here are some of the rules for a good 
headline: 

• Keep it short and snappy- try not to use more than 100 characters 

• Try not to include your opinion 

• It should give a clue as to what the story is about but not too much 
detail. 



• Use a play on words to make it sounds funny or memorable – some 
examples of this can be found below 

                                                 

                          
 
Try to think of a short snappy headline for our article on people in the UK 
clapping for the NHS. Here are some of my examples: 
 

• Thank you 

• Clapping for our heroes 

• We salute you! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday 5th May- Writing to Communicate 
 
Equipment: Laptop or tablet; pen, pencil and paper 
 
Today, we are going to look at some information about Windsor Castle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here are some facts about Windsor Castle. Have a read and see how much 
you can remember to tell an adult. 
  

                                                        
Windsor Castle was built for William the Conqueror. Building began in 1070 
and it was completed 16 years later in 1086. 
Windsor Castle was chosen by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert to be their 
main home.  
 In WWII the Royal Family secretly hid in Windsor castle and had all of the 
windows blacked out so no one knew they were there. 
Many Kings are buried in Windsor Castle including Edward IV, Henry VI, 
Hentry VIII, Charles I, George IV, William IV, Edward VII, George V and George 
VI. 
Up to 500 people live in Windsor Castle at one time. 
 
Monarchs (kings and queens) often have Roman numerals after their name 
to indicate how many of the same name have been before them. Below are 



some examples of Roman numerals- see if you can figure out what names 
would be given to the monarchs in the text above. 
                                                            

                                                                   
 
Example: I= 1 or first so Charles I was and is known as ‘Charles the First’ 
 
When you are given a chunk of text like that above, it can be hard to answer 
questions about it because there are so many words surrounding the 
information that you need. You can use a skill called ‘scanning’ to get to the 
information you need. 
 
 

 
 

Let’s have a go at a question together, using the skill of scanning: 
1. When was Windsor Castle built? 

 



We know that this is a question about ‘when’ so the answer is going to be a 
date (including a year) or a time. Can you scan quickly through the text to 
find a date? 

                                          
 
Have a go at the rest of the questions, scanning for the information found in 
the circles to help you. 
 

2. Who was Queen Victoria married to? 
3. Who hid in Windsor Castle during World War II? 
4. Who had Windsor Castle built? 
5. How many people can live in Windsor Castle at one time? 
 

Some questions might not be so easy to answer by just ‘scanning’. This is 
because the words you’re scanning for might not be the exact words in the 
text. 
Let’s take a look at this question for example: 

6. How did they make sure no one knew any one was staying there 
during World War II? 

If you read the question in full, you know that the type of information you’re 
looking for is what someone did in order to keep them safe or hidden. Can 
you find the answer? 
 

                                
 
Extension: Practice your fine motor skills for handwriting by drawing your 
own version of the castle from the picture at the start. 

                                                  



Wednesday 6th May- Writing to Communicate 
 
Equipment:  
Laptop or tablet; thesaurus or search engine; pen and paper 
 
Instructions: 
On Monday, we started looking at headlines for an article about people 
clapping for the NHS.  
 
We need to move on to making sure that the language that we use is 
appropriate for an article. We are going to be writing an article for a 
broadsheet paper, which are more formal than tabloids. 
 
Read the information below on the difference between tabloid and 
broadsheet newspapers. 

                                                                       
 



 
      

In the table, put a tick next to the words/phrases you would expect to see in 
a broadsheet newspaper: 
 

Word/phrase Used in a 
broadsheet? 

They were so stoked!  

He described the event as a shocking show of 
disrespect. 

 

Whatever!  

The individual was kept in custody and will be taken 
to court early next week. 

 

A statement was released which said that they were 
waiting for guidance on the next steps to take. 

 

They have been in a mood with each other all year.  

 
 
                                                 



  Have a go at re -writing my opening paragraph using more formal (i.e. 
posh!) language. If you need help, then try to start with the words I have 
highlighted and use either a thesaurus or a search engine to find more 
formal words.                                

                                                                      
                                                
People have been showing how happy they are by clapping loudly outside 
their homes. This has been done a few times since the pandemic started for 
people to show their appreciation for the great services being provided by our 
NHS.        
 
Read some online articles from the following papers to get used to what kind 
of language they use. 

- The Independent 

- The Telegraph 

- The Times 

                                                                  
If you don’t have a laptop or phone, there are some examples below.                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

                     
 
 
 
 
                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday 7th May- Reading for Information 
 
Equipment:  
Laptop or tablet; dictionary or online search engine; pen and paper 
 
On Tuesday, we read a bit about Windsor Castle and practiced our ‘scanning’ 
skills in order to answer questions. Today, we’re going to read a little more 
about the castle and use a new skill. 
 
The following text is from a fact sheet about the castle online. 
 

                                                                          
1. Windsor Castle is the oldest and largest inhabited castle in the world 

and has been the family home of British kings and queens for almost 
1,000 years. It is an official residence of Her Majesty The Queen and is 
still very much a working royal palace today, home to around 150 
people. The castle is used regularly for ceremonial and state occasions, 
including state visits from overseas monarchs and presidents. 

 
2. Some of the greatest treasures in the Royal Collection can be seen in 

the Castle’s magnificent State Apartments. The Royal Archives, the 
Royal Photograph Collection, the Print Room, and the Royal Library are 
all based here. 

3. Windsor Castle is also home to St George’s Chapel, the spiritual home 
of the Order of the Garter – the oldest order of chivalry in the world, 
founded by Edward III in 1348. Today, the Order consists of The Queen, 
The Prince of Wales and 24 Knight Companions. 

 
4. The Queen spends most of her private weekends at Windsor Castle and 

takes up official residence for a month in the spring for Easter Court, 
and for a week each June, when she attends Royal Ascot and the 
service of the Order of the Garter.  

 
Instructions: 
Use a dictionary or an online search engine to find definitons for the words 
highlighted in yellow. 
 



In order to understand a text, you need to have an idea of what each part is 
telling you- you need to understand part one in order to understand what 
comes next. A really useful skill in order to do this is to summarise what you 
have read. Mostly you will do this in your head, but to practice we will write 
it down and summarise each of the paragraphs about Windsor Castle. 
 

                   
 

Summarising does not mean to re-write the text. You are giving the main 
points of what you have read in mostly your own words. You can use some 
words from the text if you need to. Summarising helps you make sure you 
have understood what you have read.  
One example in the table has been done for you. 

Paragraph Summary 

1 The castle has existed for over 1,000 years. It’s a working 
palace that the Queen still uses for various reasons. 

2  
 
 

3  
 
 

4  
 
 

 



Research some more facts about Windsor Castle, but make sure you don’t 
copy but put into your own words. 
 See how much you can remember from all of the work you have done about 
Windsor Castle. 
 

                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday 8th May- Writing to Communicate 
 
Equipment:  
Laptop or tablet; dictionary or online search engine; pen and paper 
 
We have been looking at newspaper articles. We looked at headlines and 
then formal language for an introduction. We need to move on to planning 
what will be in the rest of the article. 
 Here is a rough guide to a plan. 

                 
 



Use the template above to complete the rest of the plan for the NHS 
clapping article that we have worked on together. Use the hints in the boxes 
to help you. 
 
Use the plan to have a go at writing an article. Remember the kind of 
language you need use and remember how the examples were written that 
you looked at on Wednesday. 
 
How well did you do? Have a read through your work and try to identify if 
you have used: 

✓ Correct spelling 
✓ Correct punctuation 
✓ Formal language 
✓ Paragraphs in the right places 
✓ A clear introduction, middle and conclusion 

 
When we proof-read, we are also checking if we could have done anything 
a little better! 
 

                                                    
 
Extension: Have a go at planning and writing a broadsheet news article 
about one of the following (those in bold are made up): 

• Flying car has been invented 

• Princess Sofia of Sweden volunteers at her local hospital 

• Captain Tom raises over £27 million for NHS charities 

• 4 rainbows seen in the sky at one time. 
 
**Don’t worry about what you write at this stage being true- it’s more about 
whether you can use the right language and tone for the purpose (reason for) 
your article. 
 

 


