
 

  
 

Ellesmere College 
 

Primary Home Learning Update – w/c 22nd June 2020 
Hello everyone,  
              We hope you are keeping well. We are continuing with our ‘Under the Sea’ theme. 
This week we’re looking at a collection of poems called ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ by Giles 
Andreae. I wonder which poem will be your favourite? 

Remember keep safe and wash those hands! 
 

English 
 

In English this week, we would like you to: 

• Think about words that start with 
the same sound 

• Think about rhyming words 

• Play under the sea ‘I spy’ 

 
Maths 

 
In Maths this week, we would like you to: 

• Make pictures with coins 

• Have an ice cream shop 

• Buy some fish for your aquarium  

Other learning 
 

Creative Arts: 
This week you are going to use bubble wrap to make a jellyfish picture. 

Make an Egg box ocean. 
 

Independence: 
 This week you are going to make some beach cupcakes. 
 

Understanding the World: 
This week you are going to look at how plastic affects the oceans. 

 
 

PSHE: 
You’re going to think about what makes a good friend and how to solve problems. 

 
Physical Development: 

 
This week you are going to have some races and explore different ways of moving. 

 
Don’t forget Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9am Joe Wicks is broadcasting his 
very own workout called ‘PE with Joe’ https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1 

 
Technology: 

This week you are going to use a drawing app or computer to design a boat to clean up 
the ocean 

We would love to see pictures of the work and activities you’ve done! 
Please email them to homelearning@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1
mailto:homelearning@ellesmere.leicester.sch.uk


 
Egg Carton Ocean 
 

 
 
Equipment:  
Egg carton. 
Craft supplies: paint, paintbrushes, glue, glitter, colouring pens/pencils, stickers, craft 
foam, paper, gems, shells (you won’t need all of these, you can use whatever crafts you 
like). Scissors (please be careful with scissors, you may want an adult to help you). 
 
Instructions: 
 

 

  



           
While the paint dries, let’s make some things to go inside. Try drawing and cutting out 
some coral, seaweed and sea creatures and sticking them in your ocean. 
 
You may also want to add shells or gems. See the picture above for an example of what 
your habitat might look like when it’s finished.  
 
For more of a challenge trying adding gold glitter on the raised points to add a place for 
the crabs and the turtles to join in.  

 

Jellyfish bubble wrap painting 
 

 
 

Equipment:  

 
 
Instructions: 
 
Helpful tip: Attach the bubble wrap to the bottom of the cup to make it easier to print 
with. 
 
Print with the bubble wrap to make the sea. Print handprints along the bottom for 
seaweed. Wash/wipe your hands and use a different colour to print the jellyfish. Use 
fingerprints for the eyes or wait for your picture to dry and draw them on. 



Here are some other ideas: 
 

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Beach Cupcakes 

 
An important part of independence is knowing when something is dangerous. Talk about 
the dangers and what you can do to make it safer. Eg. Wearing oven gloves to put things 
into the oven. 
Equipment:  
Mixing bowl. 
Cupcake liners. 
Cupcake baking tray. 
Weighing scales. 
2 small bowls and a spoon.  
Spoon (wooden or silicone) 
Cocktail umbrellas to decorate (optional). 
 
Ingredients:  
For the cupcakes: 
110g Caster Sugar 
110g Butter/Margarine/Sunflower Spread (whatever butter like spread you usually use) 
110g Self-raising flour (or an alternative flour based on your dietary needs) 
2 Eggs (or 65g mashed bananas or apple sauce) 
For the topping: 
10 digestive biscuits crushed up (or any biscuit that crumbles well) 
60grams of Icing sugar and a few drops of water. 
 
Instructions: 
Let’s make a nice place for the turtles to lay their eggs and learn how to make fun cakes! 

 



  
 



 



 
 

For more of a challenge try colouring your icing blue and only filling half of your cupcake 
with sand.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Trouble in the ocean. 
 
Equipment:  
Internet access 
YouTube 
 
Instructions:  
This term we’ve been learning about lots of different animals that live in the ocean. Below 
are some of the animals we met in our book this week:  
 

 
Can you think of any others? 
 

 
Can you tell me why the ocean is different now? Encourage answers about rubbish and 
pollution in the ocean. Let’s watch this video to what’s happening in our oceans: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtfAhy2lgAA 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtfAhy2lgAA


Yes! Lots of rubbish and pollution can end up in the ocean. Sometimes people throw their 
rubbish in the ocean but a lot of rubbish can get into the ocean by accident too. Let’s see 
what you can remember from the video: 

1. How does rubbish get in the ocean? Encourage answers about rubbish travelling 
down rivers and sewers that lead to the ocean.  

2. What kind of rubbish is getting into the ocean? Encourage answers seen in the 
video like plastic bags, bottles, cigarette filters, crisp packets and straws.  

3. Why is it dangerous for the animals? Sea birds can see rubbish and think it is food. 
Turtles can’t tell the difference between a jelly fish and a plastic bag. Lost fishing 
nets can trap and hurt animals. Animals from different places can travel on 
floating rubbish to places they don’t normally live and upset animals in that area. 
Unclean water can hurt animals in the same way unclean air can hurt us. 

 

 
 
Do you know why? Let’s have a look at this video to see what happens to plastic in the 
ocean: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVoFeELi_vQ 
 
Yes, plastic is a really big problem because it’s a strong material that doesn’t go away like 
other natural materials. It can hurt animals in the ocean in many different ways and we 
still don’t know how it’s hurting all the animals in the ocean. But if we all work together 
we can help make the oceans cleaner. What can you do to help keep the oceans cleaner? 
Here are some ideas: Make sure your rubbish goes in the bin, recycle, use re-useable 
containers, clean up a beach, make less rubbish, tell other people about how they can help 
too.  

Washing up bowl ocean clean up 
 
Equipment:  
A washing bowl or a bucket (or use your bath for a larger project and use nets). 
Cups, rubber gloves and cooking tongs. 
Water. 
Oil. 
Sea animal toys, sand and pebbles. 
Rubbish you might see in the ocean (crisp packets, plastic bottles, carboard, paper, bottle 
lids, straws, sweet wrappers, parts of plastic bags).  
Towel.  
 
Instructions:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVoFeELi_vQ


Make an ocean scene in your washing up bowl. Add water, oil and the rubbish to the 
bowl.  

 
 

When you’ve got your bowl set up, try and work together to clean up your ocean. How 
can you safely remove all of the rubbish? Try using your cups, cooking tongs and gloves to 
make it nice and clean.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Resolving conflict:  
 

 
Equipment:  
Questions below. 
Internet access. 
Computer, laptop, tablet or phone to watch the video in the link.  
 
Instructions: 
We’ve looked at some of the things that make a good friend before, can you remember 
what a good friend is? Let’s see if you’re right and remind ourselves: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zxgygk7 
 
Did you remember? A good friend is kind, honest, a good listener, fun, helpful, trusting, 
shares with others and makes you happy.  
 
Sometimes friends can get upset with each other and it can be tricky to be friends again. 
When friends get upset or ‘fall out of friendship’ with each other, this is called a conflict 
or an argument. Let’s think of what you can do if you fall out with a friend? 
Here are some ideas: Talk to your friend about how you feel. Listen to how your friend is 
feeling. Think about how you would feel if you were your friend. Move away from what’s 
happening to stay safe. Tell you friend to stop because it is making you feel sad. Ask an 
adult for help.  
 
Let’s have a look at what other children can do to stay good friends when they get upset 
with each other: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zpvnvcw 
 
Our friends from this week’s story (Commotion in the Ocean) are having some problems 
getting along. Can you help them think of ways they can be friends again? What could 
they do so that everyone is safe and happy?  
 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zxgygk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zpvnvcw


What can Stingray do now to make Octopus feel better?  
Here are some ideas: Stingray could say sorry to Octopus. Stingray could use kind words to 
be a good friend. Stingray could do something nice for Octopus. Stingray can listen to how 
Octopus is feeling.  
 

What can Octopus do?  
Here are some ideas: Octopus can talk to a trusted person (teacher, parent, carer,  friend). 
Octopus can talk about his feelings and do something that makes him feel better like 
tickling. What makes you feel better? Maybe it is going for a walk, talking, playing a 
game, deep breathing, counting to 10 or colouring?  
 

 
 

What can Walrus do to make Polar Bear feel better? 
Here are some ideas: Walrus can be honest and tell Polar bear that it was an accident and 
her ball is broken. Walrus didn’t mean to break the ball but Polar Bear is sad and Walrus 
can say sorry. Listen to Polar Bears feelings. Try to think how Polar bear is feeling. 

What can Polar Bear do? 
Here are some ideas: Polar Bear can think about how Walrus is feeling, Walrus didn’t want 
to break the ball and feels sad she has upset her friend. Polar Bear can accept Walrus is 
sorry and they can do something fun together so everyone is happy again.  
 



 
 

 
What can Angelfish and Swordfish do so that everyone is happy? 

Here are some ideas: They can share the book. They can take turns with the book. They 
can ask an adult to help read the book to them both.  
 

 

Friendship Recipe  

 
Equipment:  
8 small bowls. 
8 different cereals, foods or different coloured counters/paper to represent qualities of 
friendship. (E.G. coco pops, rice krispies, sugar puffs, chocolate chips, sprinkles, 
marshmallows, smarties, skittles) 
One big bowl to mix the perfect friend recipe.  
 
Instructions:  
 

Set out 8 bowls filled with different foods or coloured counters Use the labels for each 
quality that makes a good friend:  
 



 
 
The aim of this activity is to have fun and to explore what qualities your friends have that 
are important to you. For example, it is really important to me that my friends are honest 
and fun, so my mix will have more of these than everything else. The picture shows an 
example of how a good friend can be a little different for everyone.  
 

You can continue to experiment mixing different qualities together and see how different 
each one comes out. It’s great that we can have so many different types of good friends! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Team work 
 
Equipment: Collection of recycling materials (clean), something to sort the recycling into 
different categories – plastic boxes, washing basket, bags etc… 

 
Instructions: 
 Warm up –  Let’s go swimming warm up: Let’s warm up by joining in a song and a dance. 
Please use this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cg-wnQKRHTs 

 
Main Activity –  

 
Put all the recycling at one end of the room or garden. Put the boxes/bags etc… for 
sorting the items into at the other end. Take it in turns to pick up an item and run with it 
to the other end and put the item in the correct place – Plastic, paper and cardboard, 
metal (probably safest not to use glass for this activity!) Run back to the other end and 
give the next person a high 5. They should then run down with another item and put it in 
the correct place. Repeat until all items have been sorted. 

Ocean animal races outdoors 
 

 
 

Eg. Crabs move sideways, turtles crawl along the sand, dolphins jump, eels wiggle 
 

Start at one end of your garden (or in the park) Decide which animal you are going to 
move like. For example: Player 1 moves like a crab and player 2 moves like a dolphin. Race 
each other to see which animal can move faster. What other animals can you think of to 
move like? They could live on land or in the sea. 
 
For more of a challenge make an obstacle course to race around! 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cg-wnQKRHTs


 

Design a boat that can help to clean the ocean. 

           
 

 
 

Equipment:  
Paint program on a laptop or computer, drawing app on a tablet or use paper and 
colouring pencils. 
 
Instructions: 
 
Let’s try and design a boat that can help to clean up the oceans. You could add nets, 
wheels, lifters, cranes or other types of technology that might help to clean the oceans 
better. Below are a few ideas to get you started. 
 
               
You might like to draw your boat using each of the different methods and talk about 
which one is easier/gives the best results. What made you think that? 
 
Eg. The drawing app on the iPad was the easiest/best to use because you use your finger 
to draw and it had effects that made the picture really bright.  
 
Or 
 
I liked the drawing programme on the laptop the best because it had more options but it 
was the hardest to use.  

 

 

 


