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Information 

• Ellesmere College were in receipt of £16,141.59 additional funding through the DfE for a year 7 summer catch-up programme designed 

to support year 6 pupils transferring to Ellesmere College into year 7 which supported our extensive existing transition programme. A 

breakdown of expenditure was: 

o Staff costs – £13,542.12 

o Resource costs - £2,599.47 

• The funding was specifically used to support 18/23 pupils (78.3%) who may have been affected by Covid-19 over the last academic 

year. Attendance rates were 87.8% with the reason for absence being existing planned holidays. The school also targeted key pupils 

who were either non-attenders at school for a period of time, those who were on free school meals and reported struggling with 

transport, and pupils with SEND needs related to Behaviour, Social, Emotional and Mental Health issues. 

• Staff were able to support pupils catch-up with core skills, baseline pupils ready for the academic year and adjust planning ready for the 

start of the year and also ensure early interventions around literacy and numeracy. The programme also allowed the school to consider 

any additional access requirements for pupils including resources and the school worked alongside the Visual Impaired Service and 

Occupational Health Services on specific pupil support plans.  

• The programme was also designed to support pupils with developing a level of familiarity with school routines and familiarity with the 

building. 

• The funding was also used to build early relationships with families establishing relationships between pupils and class staff, develop an 

understanding of pupils’ wider learning needs. This included completing school to home visits which allowed for early engagement in 

relation to school transport issues, transition arrangements at home, and supporting parents with low literacy skills with completing 

initial school paperwork.   

The programme 

• Pupils accessed a timetable-based programme based on pupils attending between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm including a break and 

lunchtime. Activities were based around Literacy/Numeracy, Technology, Creative Arts, Technology, Independence, Physical 

Development and Personal, Social, and Health Education: 
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Activity Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

1 Welcome and class games Welcome and class 
games 

Welcome and class 
games 

Welcome and class 
games 

Welcome and class 
games 

2 Getting to know me! Story circle time Working with 
numbers 

Story circle time Working with numbers 

3 Scavenger hunt around the 
key stage/dining room and 
play areas 

PD – in gym or outside  Group construction 
challenge 

Computers Creative arts 

4 Creative arts  Computers Cooking PD – outdoor learning Group activities and 
stars of the week prizes 

 

Reflections on the programme 

The following provides a summary of what went well (WWW) and Even Better If (EBI) opportunities for the future. 

WWW EBI 

• High levels of pupil engagement, supported by clear targeting 
of key pupils at risk of poor attendance 

• Pupil engagement in activities, enjoyment of learning and re-
engagement in school routines 

• Positive relationships between year 7 staff and new pupils 

• Baselining and early interventions for pupils 

• High levels of parent engagement and positive feedback on 
the impact on pupils’ anxieties and transition to a new school 

• Engagement of wider services to support pupil needs 
including visual impaired and occupational health 

• The summer programme was available to all year 7 pupils 
rather than just those transferring to the school 

• With Covid restrictions we were unable to offer opportunities 
for parents/carers to celebrate the week with pupils 

• Programme was extended further to all pupils transferring 
including those arriving mid-key stage and in primary. 

 
 

 


