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Merry Christmas everyone!  
 

It has been a productive Autumn term across both of our sites and the students are      
currently involved in lots of festive excitement. Behind the scenes we have been working 
on a new partnership with a local sports company – CEL Sports who, from January, will be 
running our after school clubs at the Aylestone Meadows site. They will also be opening 
the building for community groups in the evenings so watch out for information about a 
wide range of after school sports sessions and community events that you or your child 

might wish to join in with.  

Thanks to those parents who have started to use the Evidence For Learning Family app to 
share evidence of their children working on their EHCP targets at home and to those of 

you who have supported events such as our Christmas disco. It’s great to see as many of 
you as we can in school joining in the Christmas cheer and being part of our wider school  

family.  

Our staff work tirelessly to ensure that children learn,  are safe and have lots of fun along 
the way. So thank you to the whole staff team and Merry Christmas to everyone.  

                                                                       Best Wishes, 

                                                                        Steph 

 

 

A message from Steph Beale, Executive Principal 
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Aylestone Meadows  - A Message from Simon, Head of Centre 

 

We are currently in one of the longest half terms that any of us can remember! Life at 
Aylestone Meadows remains fun, dynamic and a wonderful learning experience for the 
students who attend. We have had some fantastic external providers come in to school 
this term. Alongside rock school and our regular drumming, we have started a residency 
through the sensory atelier project which is proving very impactful. 
We remain relentlessly focused on preparing our students for life and our careers day was 
a prime example of this. It was wonderful to welcome so many different providers into 
school to talk to our students and give them an insight into various professions and     
training opportunities. 
Our parental engagement continues to grow with coffee mornings, stay and play sessions, 
Early bird training and other events taking place.  
In November we had our awards night with students who had achieved accreditations      
coming back to receive their certificates. The event was very well attended and it was just 
lovely to see the pride of the students and their families as they celebrated their           
wonderful achievements. We are very proud of them all. 
Thank you to the staff who continue to work hard every day to make Ellesmere such a 
special place. We wish you all a peaceful and wonderful Christmas. 
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Post-16 - A Message from Sally, Head of Centre  

It’s been a wonderful three months in Post 16. We continue to work on Maths, English and Employability          
qualifications but we do so in a way that maximises the links with the community and real-life experience.         
Consequently we’ve seen a number of trips with students visiting their peers at DFN Project Search at the Hotel 
Brooklyn and Leicester Royal Infirmary. We’ve had students visiting and purchasing items at various supermarkets 
and we’ve built confidence by using public transport as part of these visits. We also go out on foot and one group 
has been given permission from Sustains to act as ‘Cycle-Path Guardians’. They go along the central way on bikes 
and check the accessibility of the route. If the route looks over grown in any part they then take action to remove 
the  offending branches. We’ve also been growing trees and in partnership with Sustainable schools and Leicester    
university we planted 332 trees in the first week of December. 

Within our options groups students have been using wood to build steps. They’ve shown amazing resilience in 
learning new skills to create a practical resource. We are always keen to diversify our experiences in Post 16 so 
during Black History Month we invited Leicester Music in to run a       
workshop on world drums and we learnt about the history of drumming 
in Africa, the Caribbean and India and were able to listen to music      
created from a variety of instruments. Our students love drumming so 
we were thrilled to work with Bullfrog Arts to create a performance to 
celebrate Taiko drums and  Japanese culture in November. Students 
practised and performed in front of all of Post 16 and a number of KS4 
classes. Students also created art work to display in the hall during the 
performance. We’ve been enjoying art in all lessons and students have 
created sculptures     influenced by African artists which are displayed in 
our raised beds in Post 16. We’ve also created art work which was     
submitted to the New Walk Museum’s Open competition. 

 

 

 

 



 Ellesmere College Newsletter  

Website: www.ellesmerecollege.org.uk   Twitter: @ellesmereleic @HeadEllesmere 

 

Project Search 

 

Our students working at Hotel Brooklyn and Leicester Royal Infirmary continue to impress us and inspire students 

across the school. New recruits are working well in a range of departments including at the hospital patient         

records, domestics, H.I services, patient catering and waste management. Within the hotel they work in food and 

beverage, house keeping and estates management. The support once again has been exemplary as can be seen by 

the photo of one student with some gifts from her mentor. Students have also received recognition from their   

departments, the centre photo is a student receiving his employee of the month award.  

We continue to promote the project beyond Leicester with our interns featured in the online publication and 

twitter feed of Hospital and Catering News which has over 16,000 subscribers. The article was called “Wellbeing, 

inclusivity, and accessibility all in evidence at Hotel Brooklyn” and was published on September 22, 2023 . Sally 

took part in a ‘live with Leicester hospitals’ event on 25 September which has had 1,911 views and Margaret took 

part in a BBC radio Leicester show on 13/10/23. Then on November 2nd we hosted three representatives from the 

Department for Education. Sally and Steph have now been invited to present at two Challenge Partner conferences 

which demonstrates that the program is being used to inspire and motivate other schools across the country. 

The Challenge Partners conference started with a presentation by Michael Stevenson Senior Advisor at the OECD 

who talked about an ‘Education for Human Flourishing’. Key messages were that education should focus on       

developing human character and an appreciation of the world around them. This is 

certainly a target in Post 16 and I hope you can see from this news letter that we        

constantly seek to involve our students in experiences to help them grow and flourish. 

I will finish off the newsletter by wishing you all a peaceful and recuperative time       

during the holiday. Also as I say to the students remember in this December that love 

weighs more than gold. Spending time with those you care about whether it is walking 

in a park, completing a jigsaw or baking together is a gift of time which is something 

you can never take back.  
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Knighton Fields  - A message from Liz Richardson, Head of Centre  

We’ve had another busy term and have achieved so much in such a short space 

of time and have so many things we want to celebrate with you all! 

Staff have got to grips with the new Assessment system – Evidence for Learning 

All classrooms have a reading area which the children all love. 

Level 3 teaching assistants are running Friday clubs and again the children are 
loving the new experiences and opportunities they are being offered. 

Post 14 students have begun new accreditation schemes which give greater   
opportunity for them to shine and develop new skills. 

We have once again had visits from Leicestershire Wheels for All – the children 
love the opportunity to try out the different bicycles available. 

For the first time with have had some Drumming Workshops – the children      
accessing these sessions have had some incredible opportunities to develop 
their communication skills. 

 
Parent workshops 

This term we have welcomed parents into school for workshops on ‘Supporting reading at home’ and 

‘Communication & behaviour at home’. Parents also accessed a workshop run by the School Nurse       

Service promoting strategies for healthy bladder & bowel, parents were given useful tips and advice. We 

are pleased to be delivering the Solihull Approach for the first time - a 10-week parenting group, 

’Understanding your child’s behaviour’. Four families have regularly attended and are engaging each 

week with the activities and home tasks. We have been so impressed with the parents as they have 

honed their skills in observing behaviours & reflecting on their responses. 
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Knighton Fields  - A message from Liz Richardson   

Pupils have enjoyed a busy term with our Post 14pupils practising their Independence Skills. Owls Class 
going to the local shop to buy ingredients and then following a shopping list. Their Vegetable Soup smelt 
amazing. Caterpillars Class have been focussing on tasks that would be helpful around the home, such as 
tidying up, washing up and doing the laundry. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL 

                                          

               Photos from around the school! 


